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FOREWORD 

Edward  Creer,  born  on  November  3,  1813,  in  Bolton,  Lancashire,  England,  was  the  first  member  of  the 
Creer  family  to  join  the  Latter-day  Saints  Church.  On  June  26,  1835,  he  married  Ann  Morris  of  Preston, 
Lancashire,  England.  She  was  born  December  27,  1814.  Edward  and  Ann  were  the  parents  of  twelve  chil- 
dren. Of  these,  six  were  born  in  England  and  six  in  America.  The  eldest  daughter,  Ellen,  died  in  Eng- 
land at  the  age  of  eight  years,  and  three,  Ellen  Ann,  Robert  and  Sarah  Letts,  died  in  infancy  in  St.  Louis  and 
^alt  Lake  City.  The  Creer  family  came1  to  America  in  1  847,  and  after  remaining  in  St.  Louis  for  seven  years,  mi- 
grated to  Utah,  arriving  in  Great  Salt  Lake  Valley,  September  25,   1854. 

Our  grandfather  William,  was  the  eldest  child  and  was  born  in  Preston,  England,  February  18,  1836. 
William  married  Sarah  Jane  Bardley,  and  Mary  his  sister,  married  John  Banks,  January  22,  1858,  in  a  double 
ceremony.  Grandmother  Sarah  Jane  was  born  in  Swineshead,  near  Boston,  England,  July  1,  1841  When 
tiuf  a  small  child  of  fourteen  years  she  came  to  Utah  in  1856,  pulling  a  handcart  eleven  hundred  miles 
from  Winter  Quarters  to  the  Great  Salt  Lake  Valley.  She  was  accompanied  by  her  invalid  mother,  Ann  Miller 
Warner,  then  fifty-two  years  of  age. 

In  January  1856,  William  and  his  sister  Mary  moved  to  Spanish  Fork,  upon  the  request  of  a  friend  Jos- 
'  eph  Howell,  who  offered  them  employment  for  which  they  received  food.  At  that  time  (1  856),  William  built 
what  became  the  first  Creer  home,  a  dug  out  constructed  on  the  corner  of  First  East  and  Sixth  North.  He  al- 
so filed  claim  to  farm  land  on  what  is  now  the  village  of  Palmyra.  The  remaining  members  of  the  creer 
family  moved  to  Spanish  Fork  in  1858  in  conformity  with  the  plan  of  Brigham  Young,  known  as  the  "move 
South",  to  thwart  the  purposes  of  Johnston's  Army  which  at  the  time  was  encamped  at  Fort  Bridger,  prepara- 
tory to  its  advance  into  the  Salt  Lake  Valley.  Two  sons,  William  and  Joseph,  were  born  in  the  old  dug  out. 
Then  in  1862,  Grandfather  and  Grandmother  established  a  permanent  home  at  First  East  and  Sixth  North,  first 
occuping  a  dug  out,  then  log  house  and  finally  a  frame  and  adobe  residence,  which  still  stands  basically  as 
■jf  was  first  constructed  in   1876. 

William  and  Sarah  Jane  Creer,  and  his  brothers  and  sisters  and  their  families  resided  at  Spanish  Fork 
practically  all  of  their  lives.  Their  history  is  the  history  of  Spanish  Fork.  Grandfather  Creer  died  August  10, 
1900  and  Grandmother  Creer,  November  22,  1902. 

» 

Several  reunions  of  the  descendants  of  Edward  and  Ann  Morris  Creer  have  been  held,  the  first  one  De- 
cember 27,  1905  at  the  old  Spanish  Fork  (Central)  Ward  House  which  stood  on  the  corner  of  Second  North 
and  Main  Street.  A  revival  of  this  interest  was  effected  by  Nell  Creer  Frame,  who  in  the  interests  of  gene- 
alogy and  family  records  keeping  as  well  as  the  creation  of  a  closer  relationship  among  members  of  the 
William    Creer    Family,    called    representatives    of    the   families  of  the  seven  sons  of  Grandfather  Creer  to- 

)  Qether  to  form  an  organization.  This  was  done  September  30,  1953.  Harold  Creer  was  elected  president; 
Rurh  Creer  Anderson,  first  vice-president;  Ford  Creer  and    Norma    Creer,    second    vice-presidents;   Sally    Beck 

'  Arnold,  secretary;  and  Joseph  E.  Creer,  treasurer.  Two  projects  were  planned:  (1)  the  preparation  of  a  Pic- 
ture History  volume  of  the  William  Creer  Family  and  (2)  the  holding  of  a  reunion  of  the  descendants  of 
William  and  Sarah  Jane  Bradley  Creer  on  June  29,  1957,  the  nearest  practical  date  to  their  one-hundredth 
wedding  anniversary.     Leland  H.  Creer,  was  selected  editor  with   Nell   Creer  Frame  as  associate  editor.      To 

i  *he  enthusiasm  and  expert  initiation  and  direction  of  these  projects  by  Nell  Creer  Frame  is  due  largely  credit 
(for  their  successful  completion.  To  her  and  all  the  other  officers,  the  entire  Creer  family  owe  a  deep  debt  of 
gratitude. 


The  book  contains  some  eighty-five  entries  of  the  direct  descendants  and  their  wives  or  husbands  of 
the  first  and  second  generation  of  the  William  Creer  family.  Entries  of  the  third  and  fourth  generation  are 
integrated  with  the  above.  In  addition,  the  histories  of  Edward  and  Ann  Morris  Creer,  grandfather  Creer's 
parents  are  appended.  It  is  the  hope  of  the  editor  that  this  volume  in  some  small  way  will  contribute  to  an 
I  ever  increasing  respect  and  admiration  for  our  beloved  ancestors  whose  memories  we  the  descendants  will 
always  cherish. 

Leland  H.  Creer 


EDWARD  CREER 

In  the  eleventh  and  twelvth  centuries  it  was 
the  custom  in  England  and  the  Isle  of  Man  to 
have  a  night  watchman  in  the  town  whose  duty 
was  to  call  the  hour  all  through  the  night  and 
report  the  general  condition  of  the  community 
as  to  whether  all  was  well  or  not.  This  man  was 
called  the  Town  Cryer  or  Town  Crier.  It  is  believ- 
ed that  the  name  Creer,  Cree,  Cryer  and  Crier 
came  from  this  source.  One  authority  infers  that 
the  name  Creer  came  from  MacCrere  which  in  turn 
stems  from  AAacFriar  which  originates  from  Friar. 
The  Creers  are  no  doubt  of  the  Teutonic  race 
but  very   likely   mixed   with   Celtic   stock. 

It  seems  that  the  Isle  of  Man,  England,  is  the 
locality  where  the  family  originated.  Today,  the 
descendants  are  scattered  throughout  Australia 
and  America,  the  greater  part  of  them  living  in 
the  Isle  of  Man,  Australia  and  the  states  of  Utah 
and  Ohio.  A  tradition  traces  one  branch  of  the 
family  back  to  Joughlin,  the  Smuggler,  1  700,  who 
is  said  to  have  brought  the  daughter  of  Stuart,  the 
Pretender,  to  Ramsey,  Isle  of  Man.  There  a  son, 
William,  was  born  to  this  union  in  1729.  William 
married  Judith  Kneale,  born  1721,  and  to  this 
couple  a  daughter,  Isabelle  Joughlin,  was  born  in 
1766  who  married  one  John  Creer  who  was  born 
in    1769.    Smuggling     at     the     opening     of     the 


Eighteenth  Century,  though  illegal,  was  very 
profitable  but  romantic  and  dangerous.  This 
might  account  for  Joughlin's  romance  with  the 
daughter  of  Stuart,  the  Pretender,  for  at  that 
time  any  association  with  royalty  or  blue  blood 
was  considered  an  honor. 

The  progenitors  of  Edward  Creer,  however, 
can  be  traced  back  with  accuracy  only  as  far 
as  one  John  Creer,  who  was  born  on  the  Isle 
of  Man  in  1765,  and  who  emigrated  to  England 
in  1790.  He  became  a  resident  of  New  Haven, 
Sussex,  Cumberland  County  and  engaged  in  fish- 
ing and  shoemaking  for  a  livlihood.  A  son, 
Mathias,  was  born  October  15,  1790.  Nearly 
twenty  years  later,  October  3,  1810,  Mathias 
married  Nellie  Greenhalgh  of  Bolton,  Lancashire, 
England.  The  family  of  Mathias  lived  at  Bolton 
and  then  at  Preston  England,  before  most  of  them 
came  to  America  in  1847.  Mathias  and  Nellie 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  two  sons  and 
six  daughters  as  follows:  Jane  (Mrs.  John  Binns) 
1811-1877;  Edward,  1813-1886;  Nancy  (Mrs. 
James  Woodcock)  1816-1845;  Elizabeth,  1819, 
died  in  early  youth;  Catherine  (Mrs.  John  Single- 
ton), 1822-1890;  Robert,  1823-1824;  Margaret 
1825-1849;   Phoebe,    1829,   died   in   early  youth. 

Mathias  Creer  alone  of  all  his  family  did  not 
join  the  Mormon  Church.  He  remained  in  England 
when  his  wife  and  all  his  living  children  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1847.  There  was  no  notice 
of  him  after  this  time.  He  was  a  man  who  drank 
to  excess,  which  was  probably  the  reason  why 
he  refused  to  accept  Mormonism  and  elected  to 
remain  in  England. 

Edward  Creer,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the 
second  child  and  oldest  son  of  the  family  of 
Mathias  and  Nellie  Greenhalgh  Creer.  He  was 
born  in  Bolton,  Lancashire,  England,  November 
3,  1813.  The  date  of  his  birth  may  well  be  re- 
membered, coming  at  a  time  when  England  was 
allied  with  the  continental  nations  in  a  supreme 
struggle  against  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  The  war 
of  1812  was  also  raging  between  England  and 
the  United  States.  One  may  assume  that  it  was 
a  period  of  great  trial  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
British  Isles,  and  that  the  Creer  family,  along 
with  others  was  called  upon  to  carry  a  part  of 
the  burden  of  the  war.  For  years  Edward  was 
a  factory  worker  where  he  became  acquainted 
with  the  construction  and  operation  of  woolen 
and  cotton  mills.  This  knowledge  was  later  of 
material  assistance  to  him  and  his  associates  in 
the  introduction  of  mills  into  the  territory  of  Utah. 
At  twenty  two  years  of  age  he  married  Ann 
Morris  of  Preston,  England,  June  26,  1835.  She 
was  born  December  27,  1814,  in  Chorley,  Lan- 
cashire, England. 

Edward  and  Ann  Morris  Creer  were  the  par- 
ents of  twelve  children  as  follows:  William  (1836- 
1900),  married  Sarah  Jane  Bradley;  Ellen,  (1837- 
1845);  Mary,  (1839-1875)  married  John  Banks; 
Willard  Orson,  (1841-1917),  married  Barbara  Fer- 


'  guson,  first,  and  later  Emma  Robertson;  Mathias, 
(1843-1909),  married  Martha  Wyatt  Cobbs;  Jane, 
(1845-1917),  married  Joseph  Skinner;  Ellen  Ann, 
(1847-1848);  Robert,  (1849-1852);  Alice,  (1850- 
1930),  married  Llewellyn  Jones;  Edward,  (1853- 
.  1928);  married  Mary  Sophia  Davis;  Sarah  Letts, 
(1855);  and  Ann,  (1857-1938),  married  Owen 
i     J.  Rowe. 

After  their  marriage  the  husband  and  wife 
accepted  employment  in  the  factory  at  Preston, 
he  as  a  spinner  and  she  as  a  weaver.  In  this  way 
they  were  able  to  equip  themselves  for  home 
keeping.  They  labored  at  the  mills  until  mother- 
hood and  multiplied  family  responsibility  neces- 
sitated the  resignation  of  the  mother. 

On  the  twentieth  day  of  July,  1837,  the  trad- 
ing ship  Garrick  dropped  anchor  in  the  Mervy 
River.  Four  Mormon  missionaries,  Heber  C.  Kim- 
ball, Orson  Hyde,  Wiilard  Richards,  and  Joseph 
Fielding  disembarked  and  immediately  went  to 
Pres'on,  a  distance  of  thirty  miles  from  Liverpool. 
Hf-re  the  opportunity  was  afforded  them  to  open 
missionary  work  in  the  British  Isles.  At  Preston, 
Psstor  Fielding,  relative  of  Joseph  Fielding  grant- 
ed the  Elders  the  privilege  of  occupying  his 
church  on  three  occasions.  The  opportunity  was 
sufficient  to  eneb'e  the  newcomers  to  introduce 
the  principles  of  Mormonism  to  what  proved  to 
be  a  receptive  audience.  As  a  result  within  a 
single  year,  conversion  spread  until  thousands 
accepted  the  Gospel  message  and  joined  the 
Mermen  Church.  Among  these  early  converts 
were  Edward  and  Ann  Morris  Creer.  They  were 
bapiized  at  Preston  England,  in    1838. 

For  some  time  prior  to  his  baptism  Edward 
had  opened  his  home  to  the  Elders  and  granted 
them  the  unrestricted  privilege  of  his  household. 
In  spite  of  ridicule  and  persecution  and  severe 
denunciation  by  his  wife's  parents,  he  stood  by 
the  Elders  as  a  champion  of  the  truth.  Unfalter- 
ingly Edward  went  forward  in  the  service  of  the 
Church,  serving  himself  as  a  missionary  for  the 
new  cause.  Years  of  trial  and  happiness  followed. 

The  first  missionaries  returned  to  America. 
New  ones  arrived  in  the  field.  The  Creer  home 
was  opened  continually  to  the  servants  of  the 
Lord.  One  of  the  proudest  boasts  of  Edward 
was  that  he  had  entertained  in  his  home  the 
Prophet  Brigham  Young.  With  the  coming  of  the 
Gospel,  greater  visions  opened  to  his  view,  pre- 
senting added  responsibilities  and  duties.  The 
desire  to  "gather  to  Zion"  had  fired  his  heart 
ever  since  the  principle  had  been  revealed  to  his 
understanding.  The  procuring  of  means  for  trans- 
portation was  a  great  problem.  Fortune  was  kind 
to  them  in  this  respect.  Edward's  family  had  felt 
the  spirit  of  the  Gospel  and  offered  friendly 
encouragement  to  their  enterprising  children.  To 
provide  means  for  the  voyage  Edward  and  his 
wife  went  to  the  mills  and  labored  at  the  old 
trade,   while   his   parents  cared  for  the  children. 

In   the  fall   of    1847   the  family   had   procured 


sufficient  funds  to  cover  transportation  expenses. 
Accordingly,  they  sailed  for  America  together 
with  Edward's  mother,  four  sisters,  his  wife  and 
six  children.  For  eleven  weeks  the  sailing  vessel 
in  which  they  took  passage,  battled  with  the 
winds  and  the  sea.  One  can  imagine  with  what 
rejoicing  they  left  the  vessel  and  turned  their 
faces  toward  the  West,  the  promised  land  of 
their  dreams. 

Edward  led  his  family  and  mother  to  the  coal 
fields  of  St.  Louis.  He  took  employment  at  the 
mines  on  the  "Gravies"  a  coal  mining  district 
near  the  city.  Here  he  made  preparations  for  the 
journey  out  West— to  Zion.  While  here  two  of 
his  children,  Ellen  Ann  and  Robert,  were  taken 
from  him  by  death.  But  Providence  was  kind  and 
sent  two  new  ones,  Alice  and  Edward,  to  com- 
fort and  bless  him.  Edward  dug  coal.  The  boys, 
William   and  Orson,   hauled   it  to  market. 

For  seven  long  years,  Edward  and  his  family 
endured  hardship  at  St.  Louis,  working  and 
scheming  to  accumulate  means  to  afford  trans- 
portation to  Zion  —  the  Valley  of  the  Great  Salt 
Lake,  their  great  objective.  During  this  time 
cholera  resulted  in  two  more  deaths,  that  of  the 
mother,  Nellie  Greenhalgh,  and  the  youngest 
sister,    Phoebe. 

Undaunted,  however,  by  the  loss  of  two  child- 
ren, his  mother  and  a  sister,  Edward,  confronted 
by  almost  bewildering  obstacles  of  travel  and 
provisions  joined  the  Independent  Company,  led 
by  William  Fields  and  started  westward.  The 
company  arrived  in  Salt  Lake  City  September  25, 
1854.  William  Warner  was  a  boon  companion  of 
Edward  Creer  while  crossing  the  plains.  Mr. 
Warner  lived  at  the  Creer's  home  in  Salt  Lake 
City  until  "the  move"  at  which  time  William 
Creer  and  William  Warner  walked  from  Salt 
Lake  City  to  Spanish  Fork.  The  fact  is  related 
that  Mother  Creer  took  the  last  flour  in  her  bin 
and  made  a  flap  jack  for  them  to  eat  on  their 
long   journey. 

The  first  year  Edward  and  his  two  sons,  Wil- 
liam and  Wiilard  Orson,  worked  for  John  Young, 
a  brother  to  President  Brigham  Young,  taking 
provisions  for  their  pay.  During  the  critical  years, 
when  the  grasshoppers  and  crickets  wrought  des- 
truction to  the  fields,  Edward  worked  in  the 
"Temple  Quarry."  He  labored  here  until  1857, 
when  the  call  came  to  obstruct  the  advance  of 
Johnston's  Army  into  the  Salt  Lake  Valley. 

Edward,  accompanied  by  his  eldest  son,  Wil- 
liam, joined  the  guerilla  forces  of  Lot  Smith  and 
went  forth  to  burn  the  wagons  and  stampede 
the  cattle  of  the  approaching  army. 

The  story  is  told  of  how  he  placed  the  only 
available  musket  on  the  shoulder  of  his  son  in 
order  that  the  boy  might  be  amply  protected, 
while  he,  taking  an  old  stick  in  his  hand,  went 
forth   to  meet  the  enemy. 

As  part  of  a  plan  to  thwart  the  purposes  of 
Johnston's  Army,  by  diverting  public  opinion  in 


the  Saints'  favor,  the  so-called  "Move  South" 
was  inaugurated.  It  was  in  1858  that  father  Creer 
and  his  family,  consisting  of  eight  members,  in 
conformity  with  this  program,  took  up  residence 
in  Spanish  Fork.  They  located  on  the  corner  of 
6th  North  and  1st  East.  Their  first  house  was  a 
primitive  construction  indeed.  A  "dug-out"  one 
room,  with  cane  and  mud  roof,  sheltered  the 
parents  and  five  children  for  several  years. 

William,  the  oldest  son,  Mary  the  oldest  living 
daughter,  and  Orson,  the  second  son,  moved  to 
Spanish  Fork  before  the  father  brought  the  fam- 
ily. Congestion  of  the  well-occupied  dugout  was 
averted  by  the  timely  marriage  of  the  two  oldest 
and  through  the  employment  of  Orson  by  Wil- 
liam Banks,  which  necessitated  the  boy's  absence 
from  home.  Mathias,  Jane,  Alice,  Edward  and 
Ann,  and  the  parents  experienced  the  joys  and 
comforts  of  the  dugout  dwelling  which  served 
them  for  several  years  after  their  arrival. 

Then  the  time  of  improved  conditions  came. 
Edward  made  by  hand  sufficient  sun  baked 
adobe  to  erect  a  two-room  house.  This  "elegant" 
structure  was  regarded  with  high  esteem  by 
those  who  had  risen  from  the  subterranean  dwell- 
ing to  the  surface  of  the  earth.  Even  the  mud  roof 
was  looked  upon  with  admiration  and  pride. 

Then  came  Archibald  Gardner  with  his  shingles 
and  to  the  family's  delight  the  dirt  roof  was 
removed,  the  adobe  walls  raised  and  a  shingled 
roof  added  to  complete  a  superb  edifice. 

During  the  indian  troubles  of  the  early  Sixties, 
Edward  Creer,  served  as  a  home  guard  while 
his  sons  volunteered  for  active  service  in  the 
Black  Hawk  War.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  in 
Spanish  Fork  he  had  taken  an  active  part  in  erect- 
ing the  adobe  walls  which  served  as  defense 
fortification  against  the  Indians.  These  mud 
breastworks  were  located  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  city.  Behind  the  walls  detachments  of  men 
were  stationed  to  protect  the  inhabitants  from 
any  surprise  attack.  Behind  these  walls  Thomas 
Matley  and  Edward  Creer  spent  many  wakeful 
hours  guarding  the  city. 

Numerous  pioneer  survivors  remember  Ed- 
ward Creer  in  connection  with  the  construction 
of  the  New  Survey  ditch.  Many  will  recall  how 
he  and  his  neighbor,  Thomas  Matley,  worked 
together  to  complete  the  project  that  was  to  make 
possible  the  reclamation  of  the  district  known 
as  Leland.  The  New  Survey  received  water 
through  the  old  ditch  for  many  years.  Later 
Edward  served  as  councilman  and  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  city  of  Spanish  Fork.  As  a  builder 
and  constructor  he  will  be  remembered  in  con- 
nection with  the  installation  of  the  first  cording 
machinery  in  the  mill  at  Springville,  owned  by 
Mr.  Houtz.  Later  we  hear  of  him  in  association 
with  his  sons  and  son-in-law,  Llewellyn  Jones, 
in  the  construction  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
near  Promintory,  Utah.  The  ties  used  for  rail- 
road building  were  hauled  across  the  Great 
Salt  Lake  by  ferry  boat.  The  course  of  the  ferry 


boat  was  about  the  same  as  that  taken  by  the 
railroad  over  the  Lucien  Cut-off.  The  Creer  camp 
stood  just  ahead  of  the  boat  landing. 

Subsequent  to  this  undertaking  Edward  Creer 
assisted  in  the  construction  of  the  Provo  Woolen 
Mills  and  in  the  installation  of  the  machinery  in 
that  plant.  The  knowledge  gained  in  the  factory 
at  Preston,  England,  proved  valuable  for  this 
work.  For  twelve  years  he  was  employed  as 
spinner  in  the  Provo  Woolen  Mills.  He  took 
shares   in   the  factory  as   part   pay  for   his   labor. 

On  December  19th,  1877,  death  took  his  life's 
companion  from  him.  At  the  time  of  his  wife's 
deaih  they  were  living  in  Provo,  Utah.  It  was 
the   close   of   a   wonderful   companionship. 

About  a  year  after  the  death  of  his  wife, 
Edward  Creer  married  Mary  Rambow,  a  weaver 
in  the  Provo  Woolen  Mills.  They  worked  together 
in  the  factory  after  they  were  married.  After 
several  years  of  service  at  the  mills  he  and  his 
wife  returned  to  Spanish  Fork,  where  he  sold 
his  land  to  his  son,  Edward  Creer  and  his  home 
to  his  grandson,  Joseph  Creer.  The  elderly 
couple  then  moved  to  Beaver  where  his  wife 
owned  a  home.  After  a  year's  residence  in  this 
community  he  was  brought  back  to  Spanish  Fork 
in  broken  health.  Nine  months  he  lived  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Owen  J.  Rowe.  Hav- 
ing fairly  recovered  from  his  affliction  he  re- 
turned again  to  Beaver  in  the  fall  of  1885. 

On  January  12,  1886,  Edward  Creer  died 
at  Beaver,  Utah.  His  body  was  brought  to  Span- 
ish Fork  for  burial  beside  his  wife  in  the  City 
Cemetery.  He  lived  72  years,  2  months  and  9 
days.  He  was  a  small  man,  weighing  about  140 
pounds.  He  had  lost  one  eye.  He  was  always 
immaculately  attired  and  very  popular  among 
his  associates. 

During  his  life  he  advanced  in  the  Priesthood 
to  the  office  of  High  Priest  in  which  capacity  he 
served  faithfully  in  every  community  where  he 
lived.  He  was  proud  of  his  membership  in  the 
Mormon  Church.  His  testimony  was  genuine.  He 
never  waivered  in  his  determination  to  serve 
the  Lord.  In  the  later  years  of  his  life  he  did 
much  in  the  temple  at  St.  George  for  his  depart- 
ed relatives.  One  of  the  proud  boasts  of  his 
children  is  that  he  was  an  ardent  advocate  of 
the  Restored  Gospel,  paying  his  tithes  and  offer- 
ings with  scrupulous  honesty  and  regularity.  His 
life  of  unselfish  service  is  a  testimony  of  his 
sterling  character.  As  humble  artisan,  pioneer, 
colonizer,  and  community  builder  and  saint,  his 
character  is  above  reproach.  His  life  was  fraught 
with  sunshine  and  shadow.  The  crowning  contri- 
bution of  his  life  is  the  flourishing  strong  pos- 
terity that  bears  his  name.  Hundreds  who  now 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  the  valleys  of  the  moun- 
tains and  of  the  restored  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
may  justly  bow  in  reverence  and  gratitude  to 
the  man  who  made  their  temporal  and  spiritual 
prosperity  possible. 

—Written  by  Annie  Rowe  Beck 


ANN  MORRIS  CREER 

Thomas  Morris,  paternal  grandfather  of  Ann 
Morris,  was  born  in  Chorley,  Lancashire,  England 
in  1751.  His  parents  were  farmers.  He  followed 
that  occupation  for  fifty  three  years.  He  died  in 
1816.  Nancy,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Chorley, 
Lancashire,  England,  in  1756,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six  in  the  year   1842. 

William  Morris  father  of  Ann  Morris  Creer, 
was  born  in  Chorley,  England,  in  the  year  1786. 
He  also  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  but  he  spent 
considerable  time  in  the  employ  of  a  cotton 
manufacturer.  He  married  Mary  Hargrave,  who 
was  born  in  Orage,  Lancashire,  England. 

Ann  Morris,  the  daughter  of  William  Morris 
and  Mary  Hargrave,  was  born  in  Chorley,  Eng- 
land, December  27th,  1814.  As  a  child  she 
worked  as  an  apprentice  in  the  silk  and  lace 
trade.  After  several  years  of  service  in  this  vo- 
cation she  accepted  employment  as  a  glazier. 
This  work  required  skill  and  experience.  She 
became  expert  in  glazing  the  costly  articles  of 
trade.  Her  experience  in  fashioning  silk  and  lace 
patterns  rendered  her  services  of  special  value 
in  decorating  and  designing  dishes  for  the  high 
class  trade.  While  employed  as  glazier  her  ac- 
quaintance with  Edward  Creer  developed  into 
intimate  courtship.  Just  prior  to  their  marriage 
she  returned  to  the  silk  and  lace  factory,  where 
her  experience  as  designer  in  the  lace  trade 
proved  of  unusual  worth  to  her  and  to  her  em- 
ployer. She  continued  as  skilled  designer  of 
the  laces  and  silk  products  until  her  marriage  to 
Edward  Creer,  June  26th,   1835.  She  was  twenty 


years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  betrothal.  The 
following  year  their  first  child,  William,  was 
born  February  18,  1836.  The  second  child,  Ellen, 
born  May  10,  1837  in  Preston,  England,  died 
in  1845  as  a  result  of  burns  sustained  in  a 
singular  accident. 

The  year  1837  marks  the  opening  of  a  very 
eventful  period  in  Ann  Creer's  life,  the  arrival 
of  the  first  Latter-day  Saints  missionaries  in  Eng- 
land to  open  a  mission.  Ann  and  her  husband 
were  among  the  first  to  hear  and  to  embrace 
the  Gospel.  She  told  with  pride  how  deeply  she 
was  moved  by  the  sermons  of  Orson  Hyde  and 
Willard  Richards.  After  listening  to  one  of  his 
first  addresses,  Ann  invited  Orson  Hyde  to  take 
supper  with  the  Creer  family.  From  that  time 
on  her  home  was  open  to  the  Elders.  Orson 
Hyde,  Willard  Richards  and  President  Brigham 
Young  were  numbered  among  the  numerous 
missionary  guests  of  Ann  and  Edward  Creer.  It 
was  in  the  Old  Rag  Shop  in  Preston  that  Ann 
and  Edward  first  heard  the  Gospel  message 
proclaimed.  It  was  in  the  Old  Rag  Shop  that 
they  heard  Brigham  Young  expound  the  message 
of  the  restoration  of  the  Divine  Will  and  the 
mission  of  the  Latter-day  Saints.  The  following 
year,  1838,  Edward  and  Ann  were  baptized  into 
the  Mormon  Church.  Because  of  this  action,  the 
young  couple  were  severely  ridiculed  and  de- 
nounced by  both  friends  and  relations.  The 
Morris  family  even  denied  them  privileges  of 
the  parental  household.  The  Morris  prejudice  is 
illustrated  by  the  following  incident.  Edward 
Morris,  builder  of  the  first  railroad  in  England 
and  uncle  to  Ann,  came  to  their  home  just  prior 
to  their  departure  to  America  in  1847.  He  did 
not  know  that  they  had  joined  the  Mormon 
Church,  but  had  learned  indirectly  that  she  and 
her  family  had  intended  to  migrate  to  the  United 
States.  As  contractor  he  had  become  very  weal- 
thy, and  being  philanthropic  in  spirit,  he  came 
to  offer  Ann  material  assistance  on  the  trip.  She 
often  told  how  well  he  treated  her  upon  his 
arrival  at  Preston.  But  the  story  changed  after 
his  visit  with  the  oldest  sister  of  the  family, 
Peggy,  who  was  a  pronounced  enemy  of  the 
Mormons  and  lost  no  occasion  to  poison  the  mind 
of  any  who  approached  her  upon  the  subject 
of  Mormonism.  Uncle  Edward  was  no  exception. 
Evidently,  he  too  was  influenced  by  the  highly 
colored  tales  of  Peggy,  for  he  never  returned  to 
carry  out  his  promise  of  assistance  for  the  emi- 
grants. Nor  did  she  hear  about  or  from  him  again 
until  after  his  death,  when  the  report  came  to 
her  that  she  had  been  made  heir  to  part  of  his 
estate.  But  this  good  fortune  never  materialized. 
It  may  have  been  true  that  Ann  had  inherited 
part  of  the  wealth  of  her  uncle,  but  she  never 
realized  anything  to  substantiate  the  report. 

For  a  considerable  part  of  the  time,  1838- 
1842,  Willard  Richards,  a  physician  of  some  re- 
pute, lived  with  the  Creer  family.  From  him, 
Ann    learned    the   things   that   qualified    her   for 


the  great  mission  which  she  performed  in  min- 
istering to  the  sick  and  afflicted  in  Zion.  In 
the  meanwhile  the  family  treasury  was  suffic- 
iently strong  to  permit  the  Creer  family  to  sail 
for  the  promised  land  of  their  dreams.  The  fa- 
ther and  mother  had  gone  into  the  factory  to 
make  the  way  possible.  The  parents  of  the  hus- 
band had  been  kind  enough  to  care  for  the 
children  during  the  working  hours,  thereby  mak- 
ing  it  possible  for  them   to  go   into  the  factory. 

It  was  truly  an  eventful  day  when  they  left 
their  old  home  to  go  to  the  docks.  There  were 
no  old  friends  there  to  say  goodbye,  to  bid 
them  God  speed  on  their  perilous  voyage.  Of 
her  folks  she  saw  little  or  nothing.  They  looked 
upon  her  with  scorn.  Her  sister  Peggy,  was  the 
sole  relative  there  at  the  boat  to  bid  her  fare- 
well. And  she  ridiculed,  she  argued,  she  crit- 
icized and  warned,  but  to  no  avail.  The  King- 
dom of  God  with  its  powers  and  its  blessings 
was  worth  more  to  the  emigrants  than  all  of 
those  untrue  relatives  and  friends  who  frowned 
upon   her   and   her   adopted   faith. 

It  was  in  1847  that  the  eleven  week  voyage 
took  place.  In  the  party  were  Edward  Creer's 
mother,  his  four  sisters  and  the  family.  The 
mother,  seeing  that  the  son  and  his  family  were 
determined  to  carry  out  their  plans  decided  to 
join  them  and  throw  her  lot  with  theirs.  Edward's 
father,  continued  in  his  old  course  (being  an 
addict  to  the  use  of  liquor)  and  declined  to 
follow  the  others.  At  this  time  the  family  of 
Edward  and  Ann  consisted  of  six  children.  The 
seventh  member,  Ellen,  the  oldest  daughter,  died 
prior  to  their  sailing. 

The  emigrants  went  directly  to  St.  Louis.  While 
at  sea  the  measles  epidemic  broke  out  on  board. 
All  of  the  Creer  childrn  contracted  it  and  suffer- 
ed considerably.  Mathias,  the  fifth  child  of  the 
family,  was  very  ill  when  orders  came  from  the 
officer  in  charge  that  the  children  should  be 
dipped  in  the  sea.  This  measure  was  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  disinfection.  As  a  result  the 
child  grew  seriously  ill,  the  contracting  of  the 
muscles  of  the  leg  as  a  result  of  the  immersion, 
causing  severe  rheumatism  and  lameness.  He 
was  a  cripple  the  rest  of  his  life. 

The  party,  as  stated  before,  settled  in  St. 
Louis,  where  the  father  took  employment  in  the 
coal  mines.  During  their  seven  years  residence 
they  were  called  upon  to  pass  through  a  severe 
cholera  epidemic  which  was  eventful  in  the  lives 
of  so  many  St.  Louis  emigrants.  It  was  here  that 
Ann  received  much  experience  as  a  nurse  and 
doctor.  In  St.  Louis,  Edward's  mother  and  one 
sister,  Margaret,  died.  In  addition  to  this  loss 
two  children,  Ellen  Ann  and  Robert  succumbed 
to  the  terrible  malady  of  cholera.  Fortunately, 
however,  two  new  ones,  Alice  and  Edward,  were 
sent  to  grace  the  fireside  of  the  severely  tested 
parents. 

The  various  scenes   while  crossing   the   plains 


need  not  be  repeated  here.  It  is  pleasing,  how- 
ever, to  recall  the  incident  of  the  old  brown 
medicine  chest  which  Ann  prized  so  highly.  She 
had  brought  it  from  England  with  her.  Late  in 
the  journey  across  the  plains,  when  the  oxen 
became  weakened  and  tired,  the  captain  of  the 
company  issued  orders  that  all  surplus  articles 
be  left.  The  men  went  through  the  wagons  and 
unloaded  all  the  things  that  could  be  possibly 
spared.  The  old  brown  medicine  chest  was  un- 
loaded with  the  rest.  A  prompt  protest  was  reg- 
istered with  the  captain.  When  he  insisted  that 
orders  be  followed,  Ann  balked.  If  that  chest 
could  not  be  taken  to  the  mountains  then  she 
would  be  obliged  to  stay  with  it.  Needless  to 
say,  they  were  both  taken  on  the  journey.  This 
chest  was  instrumental  in  saving  the  lives  of 
many  after  the  arrival  in  Salt  Lake  City  in  Sep- 
tember, 1854.  From  this  time  forth  Ann  min- 
istered to  the  sick  in  accordance  with  her  bless- 
ing, and  succeeded  in  getting  into  the  homes  of 
the  leaders  of  the  community.  Her  practical 
knowledge  of  herbs  and  medicines  made  her 
the  friend  of  the  people  of  the  city.  Many  have 
borne  testimony  to  the  service  which  she  ren- 
dered to  the  poor  and  needy.  For  her  services 
she  generally  took  whatever  the  patients  could 
spare.  Some  gave  flour,  some  food,  some  cloth 
and  others  were  able  to  give  her  only  their 
blessings.  But  that  was  sufficient  for  she  was 
in  the  service  of  the  Master  and  material  things 
were  subordinate  to  that  dedication  and  purpose. 

It  is  of  special  interest  in  family  history  to 
recall  an  incident  connected  with  the  reception 
and  accomodation  of  the  first  handcart  emigrants. 
News  was  spread  that  the  train  of  handcarts 
was  nearing  the  valley.  Among  those  valiant 
pilgrims  were  many  friends  of  Ann  and  Edward. 
Mary  Riley  mother  of  Tom  Riley  and  grandmother 
of  Mrs.  Morris  Martell,  was  in  the  company.  Mrs. 
Riley  was  baptized  into  the  Church  the  same 
time  as  Ann  Morris  Creer.  Being  baptized  to- 
gether, and  having  worked  in  the  lace  factory 
together,  the  arrival  of  the  handcart  company 
was  of  special  concern  to  Mrs.  Creer.  Fired  with 
enthusiasm,  and  sympathy,  Ann  and  Edward 
went  out  to  meet  the  newcomers.  They  met  the 
historic  train  in  Emigration  Canyon.  Warm  greet- 
ings were  exchanged.  Among  the  emigrants  still 
other  acquantances  were  found.  Sixteen  alto- 
gether were  taken  to  the  Creer  home  for  care 
and  shelter.  Among  these  were  the  following: 
Tom  Dobson,  Alice  Dobson,  Henry  Dobson,  Tho- 
mas Riley  and  his  mother,  Marjorie  Summer.  The 
Dobsons  were  among  those  converts  who  entered 
the  church  when  Ann  Creer  was  baptized.  Truly 
there  was  a  happy  reunion  of  the  saints  from 
Preston.  As  the  emigrant  train  moved  down 
the  slopes  of  the  valley  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake, 
those  merry  Englanders  sang  with  spirit  and 
thanksgiving. 

Regardless  of  the  fact  that  a  new  adobe  room 


and  slope  was  all  they  had  to  offer,  the  Creer 
family  took  the  sixteen  guests  to  their  home. 
All  were  happy  there  and  welcome.  With  liberal 
hand  the  limited  store  was  shared  with  guests 
and  family  members.  Nine  members  of  the 
family,  together  with  sixteen  visitors,  truly  gave 
the  one-room  adobe  and  slope  the  appearance 
of  a  bee-hive. 

One  by  one  the  emigrants  found  occupation 
and  shelter  elsewhere  in  the  city.  But  they  never 
forgot  their  first  home  in  Zion.  Frequently  they 
would  gather  round  and  turn  the  adobe  cottage 
into  a  center  of  amusement.  The  old  English 
songs,  reels  and  quadrilles,  with  sermons,  pray- 
ers and  chorals;  recollections  of  England,  the 
voyage  and  the  plains  —  all  contributed  to  sanc- 
tify that   home  and   hallow   it. 

Out  of  gratitude  and  love  Ann  devoted  herself 
to  ministering  to  the  poor  and  afflicted.  Mean- 
while, one  child,  Ann  was  born  to  them  in  Salt 
Lake.  The  older  boys  were  able  to  help  now  in 
provisioning  the  family  and  the  girls  were  cap- 
able of  increased  responsibilities  and  service. 
This  relief  enabled  the  mother  to  extend  her 
charitable  labors. 

Then  came  "the  move."  Promising  opportun- 
ities had  opened  up  in  Utah  Valley.  Settlers  were 
attracted  by  favorable  reports  and  moved  to  that 
section.  Among  the  participants  in  "the  move" 
were  the  Creers.  Plans  were  made  to  investigate 
the  possibilities  of  the  new  district  of  the  south. 
Accordingly  preparations  were  made  for  William 
to  go  south.  He  and  William  Warner,  who  had 
lived  with  the  Creer  family  ever  since  their  ac- 
quaintance in  St.  Louis,  started  out  for  the  new 
locality.  A  flap  jack  constituted  their  only  food 
supply  and  "shanks  ponies"  their  only  means  of 
transportation. 

William  and  his  partner  investigated  conditions 
in  the  prospective  home  land.  Being  favorably 
impressed  with  the  country  William  built  a  dug- 
out and  filed  claim  on  land  now  owned  by 
Edward  Banks  in  Palmyra.  Then  he  returned  to 
report  his  findings  to  his  parents.  The  move  to 
Spanish  Fork  was  thought  advisable  and  the 
family  made  preparations  to  go.  The  doors,  win- 
dows and  the  celebrated  floor  were  taken  from 
the  old  Salt  Lake  dwelling  and  moved  to  the 
new  dugout  home,  which  William  had  prepared 
for  them.  It  was  their  proud  boast  that  they  had 
the  best  dugout  in  the  locality.  It  was  equipped 
with  regular  windows,  doors,  and  an  imported 
floor,  while  the  other  dugouts  had  only  bare 
earth  floors,  crude  windows  and  crudely  fash- 
ioned  doors. 

For  about  five  years  Edward  and  Ann,  with 
their  five  children,  Jane,  Mathias,  Alice,  Edward 
Jr.  and  Ann  lived  in  this  house.  Then  an  adobe 
house  was  erected  on  the  corner  of  6th  North 
and  1st  East  close  to  the  dugout.  This  was  the 
Creer  home  until  about  1876  when  it  was  pur- 
chased  by   their   first   grandchild,   Joseph    Creer, 


who  was  born  in  the  old  dugout.  From  the  time 
of  her  arrival  in  Spanish  Fork  until  the  sale  of 
the  home  in  the  year  designated,  Ann  worked 
untiringly  among  the  sick.  Her  activities  extended 
from  Salt  Lake  to  Nephi.  Of  the  hundreds  of 
maternity  cases  to  which  she  attended,  only 
one  was  lost,  that  of  her  daughter  Mary  who 
died  from  childbirth  in  October,  1875.  As  a 
result  of  this  sorrowful  incident,  Ann  refused  to 
accept  another  assignment.  Advanced  in  years, 
broken  in  health,  heart  sick  and  infirm  she  dis- 
continued   her   practice   among    the   sick. 

Early  in  1876  the  elderly  couple  moved  to 
Provo,  where  the  husband  was  employed.  Here 
it  was  that  she  was  confined  to  her  bed  for 
the  last  time.  The  patient  and  sympathetic  care 
of  her  daughter,  Ann,  brightened  the  closing 
years  of  her  life.  She  died  December  19,  1877 
at  her  Provo  residence.  At  the  time  she  was  in 
her  sixty-third   year. 

—Written  by  Glen  A.  Rowe 

WILLIAM   CREER 

William  Creer  was  born  in  England,  in  the 
town  of  Preston,  Lancashire,  February  18,  1836. 
His  father,  Edward  Creer,  was  born  November 
3,  1813.  His  mother,  Ann  Morris,  was  born 
December  27,  1814,  in  Chesley,  Lancashire,  Eng- 
land. They  were  married  in  Preston  in  the  year 
1835.  Mathias  Creer,  William's  grandfather,  was 
born  at  White  Haven,  Cumberland  Co.,  October 
15,  1790.  The  family  came  from  the  Isle  of  Man 
and  settled  in  White  Haven.  John  Creer,  the 
father  of  Mathias,  followed  fishing  and  shoe- 
making  for  a  livlihood.  The  family  left  White 
Haven  and  removed  to  Preston.  They  were 
among  the  first  to  embrace  the  doctrines  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  in 
the  British  Mission,  some  of  whom  were  bap- 
tized in  the  year  1838.  The  following  certifi- 
cate of  Ann  Creer,  the  mother  of  William  Creer, 
has  been  presrved  and  is  worthy  of  record  as 
being  among  the  first  certificates  issued  in  the 
British  Mission:  "We  do  hereby  certify  that  Ann 
Creer,  the  bearer  of  this,  is  a  regular  member 
in  good  standing  and  fellowship  in  the  church 
of  L.  D.  S.  in  Preston,  and  is  a  worthy  member  of 
the  same,  and  as  a  token  of  our  love  and  good 
will,  we  give  unto  her  this  letter  of  commenda- 
tion to  the  fellowship  and  esteem  of  the  Saints 
in  any  land  or  country,  to  which  she  may  be 
pleased  to  remove."  Signed,  Heber  C.  Kimball, 
Orson  Hyde,  presiding  elders  of  said  church. 
(Mar.    12,    1838). 

Edward  Creer,  the  father  of  William  Creer, 
with  his  wife,  Ann,  and  their  children,  emi- 
grated to  America  on  the  ship  Charlotte,  in 
1847,  arriving  at  St.  Louis  in  December  of  the 
same  year,  having  been  on  the  ocean  for  eleven 
weeks.  There  were  150  saints  in  the  company. 
William  Creer,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
eleven    yars    old.     His   only   opportunity    for    an 
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education  was  at  the  age  of  eight  when  he  at- 
tended school  in  Preston  for  eight  weeks.  The 
remainder  of  the  time  at  Preston  he  was  em- 
ployed at  the  cotton  mills,  as  a  tender  to  a  loom 
weaver.  Shortly  after  their  arrival  at  St.  Louis, 
William  worked  with  his  father  at  Gravies,  a  coal 
mining  district,  until  May  1854. 

On  May  1,  1854,  the  Creer  family  left  St. 
Louis  for  Utah,  traveling  through  the  state  of 
Missouri  with  ox  teams.  There  were  about  25 
wagons  in  the  company,  under  Captain  Joseph 
Fields.  They  w.re  five  months  and  three  days 
traveling  from  St.  Louis  to  Salt  Lake  City,  arriv- 
ing a  few  days  before  the  October  conference. 
In  January,  1856,  William  and  his  sister  Mary 
moved  to  Spanish  Fork  upon  request  of  his 
friend  Joseph  Howell,  who  proffered  to  give 
him  employment,  for  which  he  received  food. 
On  1st  E.  and  6th  N.  they  built  a  dug-out. 
Two  years  later  the  family  moved  from  Salt 
Lake   to   Spanish    Fork. 

William  married  Sarah  Jane  Miller  Bradley, 
and  Mary,  his  sister,  married  John  Banks,  Jan- 
uary 22,  1858,  in  a  double  ceremony.  They 
were  married  by  Bishop  A.  K.  Thurber  and  later, 
in  1867,  went  to  the  Endowment  House  in  Salt 
Lake  City.  In  the  early  Sixties  William  and  his 
wife  Sarah  moved  from  1st  E.  and  6th  N  to 
2nd  S.  and  1st  W.,  where  they  lived  the  remain- 
ing part  of  their  lives.  Their  first  home  was  a 
dug-out  in  the  side  of  a  hill.  Later  a  one-room 
log  cabin  was  built,  which  served  as  a  home  for 
eight  of  their  children,  who  are  as  follows: 
William  Miller  (1859  -  I860);  Joseph  Edward 
(1861-1913);  James  Morris  (1862-1939);  Charles 


Cannon  (1865-1939);  Sarah  Anne  (1867-1946); 
Alvin  Robert  (1870-1949);  Thomas  Oliver  (1872- 
1929);  John  Preston  (1875-1954).  Roger  William 
(1877-1944)  was  the  only  one  born  in  the  frame 
house  which  now  marks  the  original  site  of  their 
family    home. 

William,  as  a  young  man  starting  in  life,  was 
requested  by  Bishop  A.  K.  Thurber  to  devote 
much  of  his  time  to  civic  and  social  affairs,  since 
there  were  plenty  of  men  to  make  roads,  build 
bridges,  and  to  go  to  the  canyons.  He  was  prom- 
inent in  dramatics  in  the  early  history  of  Spanish 
Fork,  and  appeared  in  plays  known  as  "Rob 
Roy,"  where  he  was  Rob  and  Louise  Pace  was 
his  wife.  Some  other  plays  were  "The  Rose 
of  Etric  Vale,"  "Lowly  Man  of  the  Ocean,"  and 
"The  Lady  of  Lyons."  Some  who  were  on  the 
stage  with  him  were:  ladies,  Mary  Faux,  Emma 
Manwill,  Sarah  A.  Robertson,  Caroline  Pace,  Jane 
Warren,  and  Jane  Bradford;  gents,  John  Moore, 
George  D.  Snell,  and  Dick  Murray. 

The  musical  history  of  Spanish  Fork  City  may 
very  properly  accompany  this  sketch.  In  March, 
1856,  William  R.  Jones  moved  to  Spanish  Fork. 
He  immediately  demonstrated  his  musical  ab- 
ility. On  July  4,  1856,  the  Spanish  Fork  Choir 
was  organized,  William  Creer,  Allen  Adamson, 
and  Sarah  Broomhead  as  committee.  William  R. 
Jones  was  the  first  leader  of  the  choir  and  William 
Creer  was  the  first  President.  He  served  in  that 
capacity  for  forty  years  and  sang  first  bass. 
Mary  Creer  Banks  was  one  of  the  first  choir 
members.  The  stirring  and  animated  singing  of 
the  Spanish  Fork  Choir  attracted  the  attention  of 
Brigham  Young,  and  the  Choir  on  two  occasions 
visited  Salt  Lake  City  by  his  invitation,  the  first 
time  singing  at  a  conference  held  in  the  bowery 
and  afterwards  at  the  opening  of  the  new  Tab- 
ernacle. On  another  occasion  on  his  way  to  at- 
tend the  dedicatory  services  at  the  opening  of 
the  Nephi  meeting  house,  President  Young 
stopped  at  Spanish  Fork  where  he  heard  the  choir, 
and  upon  his  invitation,  the  organization  accom- 
panied him  to  Nephi.  In  the  early  days  a  brass 
band  was  organized  under  the  leadership  of 
Charles  H.  Hales.  Second-hand  instruments  were 
the  only  kind  to  be  purchased.  Citizens  were 
serenaded  on  the  nation's  birthday  by  soul- 
stirring  strains  which  if  not  sweet,  were  loud. 
William  sold  his  only  cow  to  purchase  an  instru- 
ment to  join  the  band. 

Spanish  Fork  at  this  time  was  a  frontier  settle- 
ment, and  they  organized  companies  of  the 
militia  to  protect  the  citizens  from  marauding 
Indians.  William  Creer  was  commissioned  a 
major  of  the  2nd  Battalion  of  the  2nd  Regiment 
of  the  2nd  Division  of  the  Utah  Militia  district, 
in  the  early  part  of  1866.  On  the  20th  day  of 
June,  1866,  during  what  is  known  at  the  Black 
Hawk  War,  Major  William  Creer,  in  command, 
with  a  party  of  15  men  went  in  pursuit  of  26 
Indians,  who  had  stolen  some  horses  and  cattle 


the  night  previous.  The  party  was  mounted  and 
started  soon  after  daybreak.  They  followed  on 
the  trail  of  the  Indians,  and  overtook  them 
about  12  miles  southeast  of  Springville,  over 
the  mountain  on  what  is  known  as  Little  Diamond 
Creek  in  Spanish  Fork  Canyon.  They  immediately 
took  position  below  the  Indians  and  stock  so 
as  to  prevent  their  being  driven  down  the  can- 
yon .  .  .  this  was  about  1  1  a.m.  They  engaged 
the  Redskins  for  four  hours  or  more  and  drove 
them  from  the  canyon.  Thirty-eight  head  of 
cattle  and  thirteen  head  of  horses  and  mules 
were  recovered.  In  addition,  considerable  prop- 
erty left  by  the  terrified  Indians  at  their  camp, 
now  abandoned,  was  recovered  including  butcher 
knives,  bridles,  lariats,  guns,  and  ammunition. 
About  noon  one  Albert  Dimick,  one  of  the  at- 
tacking party  in  Major  Creer's  brigade,  received 
a  wound  in  the  abdomen,  from  a  shot  fired  by 
an  Indian,  from  which  he  died  the  following 
day.  The  dramatic  attempt  to  save  his  life  is 
recorded  by  Don  Carlos  Johnson  in  his  History 
of  Springville.  He  says:  "Poor  Dimmick  was 
tenderly  placed  upon  a  litter  and  just  after  sun- 
set the  party  started  on  their  return  home,  ex- 
pecting at  any  moment  to  hear  the  crack  of  the 
deadly  rifle  and  the  piercing  warwhoop.  They 
were  compelled  to  carry  their  wounded  com- 
rade, who  groaned  in  agony  at  every  step.  At 
times  he  entreated  his  bearers  to  kill  him  and 
end  his  sufferings.  Tirelessly  the  troop  ascended 
the  eastern  slope  of  the  mountain  out  of  Diamond 
Fork,  winding  up  the  precipitous  and  haz- 
ardous mountain  trail.  The  front  and  rear  guards 
kept  keenly  on  the  alert,  in  order  to  prevent  an 
ambush.  About  midnight  the  pass  was  reached 
and  the  descent  upon  the  home  side  of  the 
mountain  began.  Near  the  summit  the  relief 
party  was  met  and  not  until  then  did  the  re- 
turning party  realize  it  was  safe.  Still  slowly 
the  homeward  journey  was  continued  and  com- 
pleted just  at  daybreak."  Chief  Mountain  was 
in  command  of  the  Indians  and  four  of  their 
number  were  slain. 

William  Creer  was  appointed  Alderman  of 
Spanish  Fork  City  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  resignation  of  George  W.  Wilkins,  January 
22,  1866.  He  was  elected  at  the  regular  elec- 
tion February  11,  1867,  and  served  during  the 
following    terms:    1867,    1869,    1871,    and    1873. 

From  the  money  he  received  for  his  work  on 
the  transcontinental  railway  in  Weber  Canyon 
and  at  Promontory,  he  purchased  his  first  set 
of  law  books.  They  were  very  expensive.  His 
wife  had  built  her  hopes  on  a  new  house  but 
when  all  of  the  hard-earned  money  was  spent 
for  law  books,  she  was  sorely  disappointed  and 
wept,  but  it  proved  the  best  investment  of  his 
life.  Having  had  but  eight  weeks'  schooling,  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  spend  much  time  to 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  law,  and  with  but 
one   log   room   with   a  family  therein   he   burned 


the  midnight  tallow  candle  and  oil  to  gain  the 
much  sought  education.  Well  did  he  apply  him- 
self, and  with  a  retentive  mind,  and  the  courage 
to  plod  on,  he  succeeded,  and  passed  the  bar 
in    1877. 

He  served  as  a  trustee  on  the  School  Board 
for  a  number  of  terms.  In  Spanish  Fork's  early 
history  he  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  ser- 
vices of  Professor  Joseph  A.  Rees,  as  an  educator. 

His  church  records  show  that  he  was  baptized 
in  England  in  1844  by  his  father  Edward  Creer. 
He  was  ordained  a  seventy  June  7,  1857,  by 
M.  Caldwell,  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  Utah.  He 
was  one  of  the  seven  presidents  of  the  Seventies 
at   the  time   of   his   death. 

William  Creer  was  one  of  the  first  men  in 
Utah  to  take  a  stand  for  woman  suffrage,  and  on 
his  fiftieth  birthday,  the  organization  in  Spanish 
Fork  sponsoring  legislation  in  behalf  of  this 
principle  gave  him  a  testimonial  in  recognition 
of  his  labors.  After  Utah  became  a  state  in  1896 
and  party  lines  became  drawn  on  a  national 
basis,  William  became  a  staunch  Democrat,  and 
was  ever  after  active  in  politics.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  which  drafted  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Spanish  Fork  Co-op  and  for  a 
period  of  eight  years  was  a  director  of  this 
institution.  Later  he  became  president  and  held 
that   office   many   years. 

William  Creer  says:  "In  January,  1876,  I 
started  for  Arizona  in  company  with  Pleasant  S. 
Bradford.  We  remained  during  the  summer,  as- 
sisted in  commencing  the  settlement  which  is 
now  known  as  St.  Joseph.  On  the  16th  of 
June,  1877,  I  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the 
First  Judicial  District  Court  of  the  Territory  of 
Utah,  and  in  February  of  the  following  year  was 
appointed  attorney  for  Spanish  Fork,  and  con- 
tinued   in    that   office    until    the   city    election    of 

1883,  when  I  was  elected  Mayor  of  Spanish 
Fork,  which  office  I  held  for  the  years  of  1883, 

1884,  1885,  and  1886.  I  was  appointed  city 
attorney  again  and  served  from  March  12,  1887, 
until   January    1  1,    1899." 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  twenty-sixth  session  of 
the  Utah  Legislature  from  the  District  of  Utah 
and  Juab  Counties,  in  1884.  Tullige's  Magazine, 
in  its  history  of  Spanish  Fork,  says:  "Mayor 
William  Creer,  as  a  member  of  the  last  Legisla- 
ture which  has  just  closed  its  session,  was  notice- 
able as  one  of  the  most  able  of  the  House,  and 
one  of  the  most  available  workers  for  committee 
business.  He  was  on  the  committees  on  Claims 
and  Public  Accounts;  Manufacture  and  Com- 
merce; Irrigation;  Territorial  Library,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  Private  Corpora- 
tions. On  the  floor  of  the  House  he  pressed  his 
measures  with  vigor  and  earnestness,  and  only 
yielded  points  to  the  opposition  when  the 
amendments  were  judicious,  or  the  exceptions 
taken  were  approved  by  his  own   judgment.    It 


may  be  that  a  Legislative  commission,  appointed 
by  Congress  will  for  awhile  suspend  the  Utah 
Legislature,  and  if  so  probably  this  will  be  the 
end  of  the  people's  representatives  until  Utah 
is  a  state;  in  which  case  the  Hon.  William  Cheer 
will  be  perpetuated  at  a  member  of  the  last  of 
our  Territorial  Legislatures  and  Spanish  Fork  will 
be  credited  with  having  sent,  for  the  memorable 
session  of  1884,  one  of  the  ablest  representa- 
tives." The  Territorial  Legislature  continued  and 
William  Creer  served  as  Spanish  Fork's  represen- 
tative for  six  terms  and  was  elected  as  member 
of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  which  framed 
the    Constitution    of    Utah. 

Due  to  an  accident,  through  which  he  broke 
his  arm,  complications  developed  and  after  two 
years  of  suffering  he  died  at  the  family  home 
at  Spanish  Fork,  on  August  10,  1900. 

—Written    by    Delilah    Bradford    Creer 

SARAH   JANE   BRADLEY   CREER 

The  year  of  the  handcart  emigration,  in  which 
several  hundred  perished  in  the  snow  and  for 
lack  of  food,  the  story  of  those  terrible  suffer- 
ings of  the  poor  emigrants  and  of  the  victims 
whose  graves  daily  marked  the  pathway  can 
never  be  fully  told.  It  is  a  page  in  Utah's  history 
that  people  fain  would  have  forgotten.  One 
writer  says.  "We  traveled  on  in  misery  and  sor- 
row day  after  dav.  Some  days  we  could  but 
make  a  few  miles." 

One  day  when  they  were  overtaken  with  a 
snow  storm  and  a  shrill  wind  was  blowing,  about 
noon  a  light  wagon  was  driven  into  our  camp 
from  the  west.  Its  occupants  were  Jos.  A. 
Younq  and  Stephen  Taylor.  Says  one  member 
of  their  reception:  "They  said  a  train  of  supplies 
was  on  the  wav  and  we  might  expect  them  in 
a  day  or  two.  More  welcome  messengers  never 
came  from  the  courts  of  Glory  than  these  young 
men  were.  They  encouraged  us  to  press  for- 
ward, then  sped  to  Edward  Martin's  Company, 
who  it  was  feared  were  worse  off  than  we 
were.  Captain  Willie  went  in  search  of  the 
company  coming,  as  they  had  been  hindered 
by  the  storms.  When  he  told  of  the  dire  need 
of  supplies,  the  brethren  hastened  on.  That 
beautiful  evening  as  the  sun  was  sinking  behind 
the  distant  hills,  several  covered  wagons  were 
seen  coming,  drawn  by  four  horses.  News  ran 
through  camp  like  wild-fire.  All  who  were  able 
to  leave  their  beds  turned  out  to  see  them. 
Shouts  of  joy  rent  the  air,  strong  men  wept  until 
tears  ran  freely  down  their  furrowed  and  sun- 
burned cheeks.  Little  children  partook  of  the 
joy,  although  hardly  understood,  and  danced 
with  gladness.  Restraint  was  put  aside  and  as 
the  brethren  entered  the  camp,  the  sisters  fell 
upon  them  and  deluged  them  with  kisses.  They 
were  overcome,  but  in  choking  silence  they  tried 
to  control  their  emotions.    After  their  arrival  such 


SARAH   JANE   BRADLEY   CREER 

words  of  welcome  and  such  invocation  of  God's 
blessings  upon  them  have  seldom  been  wit- 
nessed." 

Sarah  Jane  Creer,  lovingly  known  as  Aunt 
Sally,  the  wife  of  William  Creer,  was  born  at 
Swineshead,  near  Boston,  England,  July  1,  1841, 
but  when  but  a  small  child  of  14  years  she 
came  with  the  hand-cart  company  across  those 
barren  plains  to  Utah.  Her  mother,  Ann  Miller, 
was  born  at  Gosberton,  Lincolnshire,  England, 
January  25,  1804.  She  married  James  Warner, 
the  father  of  William  Warner  of  Spanish  Fork. 
James    Warner    was    born    September    11,    1794. 

Sarah  Jane  and  her  mother,  Ann,  were  the 
only  two  of  the  family  to  embrace  the  Gospel 
and  come  to  Utah.  Two  of  her  sisters,  Betsy  and 
Peggy,  lived  in  England.  Roger,  her  youngest 
son,  visited  his  Aunt  Betsy  when  on  his  mission. 
He  was  given  a  warm  welcome  and  became 
acquainted  with  all  her  family,  which  consisted 
of  eight  boys  and  three  girls,  all  thrifty  and 
well-to-do    people. 

Sarah  was  a  beautiful  girl  and  stayed  with  the 
Stephen  Markham  family  for  a  time,  and  was 
also  in  the  home  of  Mary  Ann  Jones,  one  of  the 
first  school  teachers  in  Spanish  Fork.  She  be- 
came the  wife  of  William  Creer,  January  22, 
1858.  She  was  a  thrifty,  industrious  wife.  Her 
home  was  always  clean  and  orderly  and  she 
often  said  she  could  put  her  hand  on  anything 
in  her  house  in  the  dark,  she  knew  so  well  the 
place  of  everything,  and  everything  was  in  its 
place. 

She  was  a  great  lover  of  home  and  her  fam- 
ily and   while   her   husband   was   away  much   of 
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the  time,  her  untiring  efforts  were  shown  her 
family.  When  the  Indians  were  marauding  the 
settlement  and  William  was  away  she  would 
take  her  little  children  and  go  to  the  neighbors' 
to  sleep  for  fear  of  being  raided  by  the  savages 
during    his   absence. 

She  was  a  sincere,  loyal  member  of  the 
Latter-day  Saints  Church  and  for  years  served 
as    Relief   Society   teacher    in    her   ward. 

She  was  kind,  benevolent,  and  her  home  was 
always  open  to  those  less  fortunate  than  she. 
She  was  a  quiet  unassuming  little  wife  and 
mother  and  if  nothing  else  were  said  of  her, 
than  to  say  "She  crossed  the  plains  with  the 
hand-  cart  company"  a  volume  could  be  written 
of  her  unselfishness  in  pulling  her  aged  mother 
when  ill  or  fatigued,  much  of  the  way,  her  cour- 
age to  brave  the  hardships  of  that  perilous  jour- 
ney, and  the  implicit  faith  in  God,  that  He 
would  permit  her  to  reach  the  land  of  Zion  in 
the  mountain  tops.    Night  after  night  she  would 


unwrap  the  blood  stained  rags  that  bound  her 
tired,  bleeding  and  sore  feet. 

While  she  was  deprived  of  a  school  educa- 
tion, she  was  highly  educated  in  homemaking 
and  character  building.  Her  nimble  fingers  were 
never  idle,  but  always  fashioning  something 
beautiful. 

Bereft  of  relatives  and  friends— her  step-father 
James  Warner  died  in  1863  and  her  mother 
in  1865— Sarah  Jane,  nevertheless,  through  her 
charming  personality  made  new  friends  who 
proved  to  be  extremely  close  and  dear  to  her. 
Among  these  were  Aunt  Caroline  Pace,  Mrs. 
Elias  Lewis,  Lucille  Snell,  Anna  Warner,  Grandma 
Hannah  Hughes,  Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Rees  and  num- 
erous  others. 

She  was  the  mother  of  eight  sons  and  one 
daughter,  all  except  a  son,  William,  the  eldest, 
living  to  maturity.  Her  death  came  after  ten 
days'  illness  of  pneumonia,  November  22,  1902. 
She  was  in  her  sixty-second  year. 


Back  row:  Alvin  Robert  Creer,  Joseph  Edward  Creer,  James  Morris  Creer,  Thomas  Oliver  Creer, 
Charles  Cannon  Creer;  Center:  Sarah  Ann  Creer;  Front:  John  Preston  Creer,  William  Creer,  Sarah 
Jane    Bradley    Creer,    Roger    William  Creer. 
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WILLIAM  MILLER  CREER 

William  Miller  Creer,  eldest  child  of  William 
and  Sarah  Jane  Bradley  Creer,  was  born  July  22, 

1859,  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  He  died  August  28, 

1860.  The  cause  of  his  death  is  not  stated  in 
the  old  Spanish  Fork  burial  book  on  file  in  the 
City  Hall  of  Spanish  Fork,  but  it  is  reported  that 
Ann  Morris,  his  paternal  grandmother  was  the 
"attendant  of  the  sick."  He  was  named  after  his 
father,  William,  and  his  maternal  grandmother, 
Ann  Miller.  He  is  buried  in  the  unsurveyed  part 
of  the  City  Cemetery  and  his  grave  is  marked 
with  the  original  red  sandstone  marker,  now 
about  one  hundred  years  old.  Beside  his  "grave, 
to  the  north,  are  buried  James  Warner  (1794- 
1863),  and  Ann  Miller  Warner  (1804-1865),  Wil- 
liam's maternal  grandmother  and  his  mother's 
step-father. 

JOSEPH  EDWARD  CREER 

Joseph  Edward  Creer  was  born  at  Spanish 
Fork,  Utah,  June  28,  1861.  He  was  the  second 
of  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  one  daughter,  the 
eldest  child,  William,  dying  in  infancy  in  1860. 
His  father,  William  Creer,  was  born  February  18, 
1836  at  Preston,  Lancashire,  England,  and  his 
mother,  Sarah  Jane  Bradley  at  Swinehead,  near 
Boston,  England.  Both  parents  were  early  pion- 
eers of  Utah.  Sarah  Jane,  his  mother,  walked 
more  than  a  thousand  miles  across  the  plains, 
pushing  a  handcart  in   1856. 

Joseph  was  born  in  a  dugout  constructed  by 
his  father  on  Sixth  North  and  First  East  Street.  A 
year  later  the  Creers  moved  to  First  West  and 
Second  South  Street  where  another  dugout  and 
later  a  log  cabin  were  built.  Here  Joseph  lived 
until  the  time  of  his  marriage  to  Agnes  Miller, 
who  was  born  also  at  Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  May 
10,  1863. 

Joseph  was  an  exceptionally  ambitious,  thrifty 
and  neat  boy.  Many  amusing  tales  are  told  by 
members  of  his  family  of  his  extreme  cleanliness 
and  neatness.  One,  in  more  recent  years,  reports 
that  on  the  darkest  night  he  could  enter  his 
granary  (which  still  stands  on  his  old  homestead 
property  at  Lake  Shore)  and  find  any  article 
from  the  smallest  nail  to  the  largest  tool.  Every- 
thing had  a  place  and  was  kept  there. 

He  was  a  great  reader  from  the  time  he  was  a 
very  small  lad.  He  always  took  a  keen  interest 
in  civic  affairs  and  was  very  well  informed  on 
foreign  affairs  also.  He  attended  school  at  Span- 
ish Fork  until  the  age  of  eighteen  when  he  en- 
tered the  Brigham  Young  University  for  two 
winter  seasons,  where  he  made  many  friends 
with   teachers   as  well   as  students. 

At  the  early  age  of  sixteen,  he  and  his  father 
and  a  few  others  pioneered  the  Lake  Shore  area. 
His  father  had  homesteaded  one  hundred-sixty 
acres  at  what  was  then  known  as  the  "Indian 
Farm."    Later  this  farm  fell   into  the  sole  posses- 


JOSEPH  EDWARD  CREER 

sion  of  Joseph,  since  the  many  civic  interests  of 
his  father,  precluded  any  further  interest  in 
farming.  In  the  year  1881  he  left  Spanish  Fork 
and  went  to  work  on  the  railroad  through  the 
Buck  Horn  Flats  and  Castle  Valley  in  Carbon 
County.  He  was  often  referred  to  as  the  best 
railroad   grader   in   the  country. 

From  the  time  he  was  sixteen,  Joseph  showed 
a  marked  aptitude  in  financial  affairs.  In  1883, 
he  and  his  brother  James  and  his  father  William 
built  the  first  harness  shop  in  Spanish  Fork. 
The  building  stood  until  recently  on  the  Susan 
Boyack  property,  west  of  the  Spanish  Fork  Co-op. 

On  March  6,  1884,  Joseph  Creer  married 
Agnes  Ellen  Miller  at  the  old  Endowment  House 
in  Salt  Lake  City.  President  Joseph  F.  Smith  per- 
formed the  ceremony.  Four  children  were  born 
to  them  as  follows:  William  R.,  August  2,  1885; 
Margaret  G.,  September  30,  1887;  Eiffel  M.,  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1892;  Agnes  Ellen  (Nell),  July  25,  1899. 

He  moved  to  Lake  Shore  with  his  bride  in 
the  year  1886,  and  established  their  residence 
in  the  above  mentioned  granary  which  was  made 
very  comfortable  by  papering  and  carpeting.  In 
the  year  1888  he  was  called  to  fill  a  mission  in 
England.  He  left  his  wife  and  two  small  child- 
ren and  filled  a  very  successful  mission,  con- 
verting many.  In  the  year  1889  he  was  made 
President  of  the  Nottingham  Conference  of  the 
British  Mission.  Charles  W.  Booth,  John  Hayes, 
Harry  Tilly  and  Wells  Robertson  labored  in  the 
same    mission    with    him. 

On  his  return  trip  he  toured  many  countries 
in  Europe  and  was  accompanied  by  Cyrus  E. 
Dallin  and  John  Loveless.  While  in  Paris  he  was 
so  impressed   with  the   Eiffel   Tower,  that  when 
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the  following  year  their  baby  girl  was  born,  she 
was   christened   "Eiffel." 

On  his  return  home  from  his  mission,  he  built 
his  home  at  Lake  Shore  where  he  resided  until 
his  death.  He  filled  many  church  and  political 
positions.  He  was  Choir  Leader,  Mutual  Presi- 
dent, Sunday  School  Superintendent  and  for 
many  years,  taught  a  Sunday  School  class.  He 
served  as  Trustee  on  the  School  Board,  was  a 
large  share-holder  in  the  Young  Men's  Co-op 
and  for  two  years  was  President  of  the  Board 
of   Directors  of  that   institution. 

He  organized  the  first  Lake  Shore  Water 
Board  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a  Utah 
Lake  Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Utah.  He 
was  also  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  first 
organized  Board  of  the  Strawberry  Water  Users 
Association  and  Secetary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
first  Cattle  and  Horse  Growers  Association  of 
Lake  Shore.  In  politics,  he  was  always  a  staunch 
Republican. 

He  was  a  great  lover  of  music,  owning  one 
of  the  oldest  organs  in  this  state.  This  was  given 
him  by  his  grandfather  and  is  owned  today  by 
the  Lake  Shore  Relief  Society.  He  belonged  to  the 
Lake  Shore  Quartet  which  consisted  of  George 
Burch,  Nathan  Clayson,  William  Perry  and  Joseph 
Creer.  This  organization  was  in  great  demand 
and  appeared  on  many  programs  throughout 
the  state.  He  took  a  keen  interest  in  dramatics 
and  music,  both  vocal  and  instrumental,  and 
took  every  opportunity  possible  of  hearing  the 
best  music  the  West  afforded,  even  though  it 
meant  a   trip  to  Salt  Lake  City   or  Ogden. 

He  died  at  the  early  age  of  fifty-two,  Febru- 
ary  13,   1913. 


AGNES  ELLEN  MILLER  CREER 

"My  mother,  Agnes  Ellen  Miller  Creer,"  says 
Nell  Creer  Frame,  "was  born  at  Spanish  Fork, 
Utah,  May  10,  1863.  She  was  the  fifth  child  of 
six  children  born  to  James  Miller  and  Margaret 
Anderson  Miller.  Her  sisters  and  brothers  were: 
Mary  Elizabeth  Miller  Bowen,  Margaret  Miller 
Davis,  James  Miller,  Charles  Miller,  John  Miller." 

Grandfather  and  Grandmother  Miller  were 
pioneer  residents  of  Spanish  Fork.  Mother  and 
all  her  brothers  were  born  in  the  modest  adobe 
home  located  at  Second  North  and  Second  West. 
Her  two  older  sisters  were  born  in  Salt  Lake 
City.  Grandfather  Miller  made  all  the  adobe 
bricks  that  went  into  the  home  and  did  all  the 
planning  and  building  of  it. 

Our  Mother  enjoyed  a  very  happy  childhood, 
attending  the  various  grades  of  public  school. 
Her  teachers  were  Mrs.  Pratt,  James  Higginson, 
Samuel  Cornaby,  George  H.  Brimhall  and  Mathias 
Creer.  Mr.  Creer  had  a  way  of  teaching  which 
was  all  his  own.  He  taught  his  pupils  to  sing 
their  lessons,  both  arithmetic  and  geography, 
thinking  if  the  lesson  being  taught  could  rhyme 
it  would  be  more  easily  remembered.  She  was 
fortunate  to  have  studied  music  under  the  tutor- 
ship of  John  Morgan,  and  attended  a  private 
school  conducted  each  summer  by  a  Presbyterian 
teacher,  Miss  Pearly.  There  she  learned  to  do 
all  kinds  of  fancy  needlework,  such  as  making 
wool  flowers,  hair  flowers  and  advanced  em- 
broidery work.  She  also  learned  the  social 
graces  which  later  attributed  to  her  likeable, 
gracious   personality. 

Grandmother  Miller  was  a  quiet,  cultured 
mother.  She  made  every  effort  to  see  that  her 
daughters  had  every  advantage  to  make  them 
efficient  home  makers  and  women  of  social  re- 
finement. 

My  mother  at  eighty-eight  years  sat  in  our 
enclosed  patio  around  an  open  fire  at  our  home 
at  2828  Dumfries  Road,  Los  Angeles,  California, 
and  when  I  asked  her  to  relate  some  incidents 
of  her  early  childhood  to  me,  she  chatted  for 
a  long  time,  telling  me  how  in  her  early  child- 
hood days,  when  she  was  around  eight  years 
old,  she  would  bring  the  family  cow  to  Main 
Street  each  morning  and  there  meet  the  herds- 
man, Mikel  Mikelson,  who  took  all  the  city's  cows 
up  on  the  hills  to  feed  near  where  the  old  Span- 
ish Fork  Grist  Mill  stood.  The  townspeople  knew 
the  Indians  were  near  but  Mikel  felt  safe  as  it 
was  walking  distance  to  the  city.  However,  one 
afternoon  at  four  o'clock  the  Indians  came  out 
of  the  hills  and  killed  Mikel  and  took  some  of 
the  cows.    Mikel  is  buried  at  Spanish  Fork. 

She  also  told  me  of  the  time  she  and  her 
little  pals  were  playing  near  the  old  Slough  or 
part  of  the  Spanish  Fork  River  where  Morgan 
Hughes  had  his  molasses  mill.  They  would  run 
to  get  the  skimmings  of  the  molasses  to  make 
molasses    candy    with,    and    one    day    the    little 
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daughter  of  Betsy  and  William  Thomas  was 
drowned  in  the  water  that  ran  the  molasses  mill. 
Mother  could  even  remember  the  citizens  who 
came  and  carried  her  back  to  town  in  their  arms. 
We  sat  for  more  than  two  hours  and  many  of  the 
very  sad  tragedies  of  Spanish  Fork  were  im- 
printed vividly  in  her  memory  as  she  related 
them  to  me.  The  above  were  only  two  of  the 
many    incidents   she   told    me    in    detail. 

Many  other  times  she  would  gaily  laugh  and 
tell  us  of  the  happy  times  when  her  young  crowd 
(about  thirty  in  number)  would  meet  at  various 
places  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  and  evening. 
Those  belonging  to  her  crowd  were: 

Richard  Money— Eliza  Banks;  James  Creer— 
Lucilla  Snell;  John  J.  Banks— Rachel  Thomas;  Am- 
nion Simmons— Elizabeth  Thomas;  John  Moore- 
Martha  Davis;  Morgan  Thomas— Alice  Malcolm; 
David  Hughes— Ellen  McKell;  Joseph  Creer— 
Agnes  Miller;  Daff  Bowen— Hattie  Hopler. 

The  above  couples  married  within  the  group. 
Others  belonging  were  the  twin  Conover  girls, 
Retta  and  Setta,  Grace  Robertson,  Jane  Baxter, 
Sarah  Jane  Banks  and  Eli   Robertson. 

She  has  told  me  about  her  first  date  with  our 
father,  Joseph  Edward  Creer.  They  had  walked 
up  the  Sunday  Lane  which  was  a  long  walk  up 
to  the  Spanish  Fork  Grist  Mill,  which  was  oper- 
ated then  by  Archibald  Gardner.  It  was  near 
the  river  and  the  foothills.  She  was  gathering 
water  cress  and  had  on  a  fancy  blue  shawl,  as 
she  described  it,  that  her  mother  had  knit  for 
her.  She  was  two  years  younger  than  my  father 
who  was  then  about  sixteen.  She  was  a  very 
pretty  young  girl  with  auburn  hair  and  blue  eyes. 
I  imagine  the  blue  eyes  and  the  blue  shawl 
caught  my  father's  attention  and  he  asked  her  if 
he  could  walk  home  with  her  and  help  carry  the 
water  cress.  She  was  very  happy  to  accept,  but 
it  wasn't  until  quite  a  few  years  later  before  they 
became  engaged.  They  were  married  on  March 
6,  1884,  in  th  old  Endowment  House,  at  Salt 
Lake  City.  President  Joseph  F.  Smith  performed 
the   ceremony. 

The  young  married  couple  lived  in  Spanish 
Fork  for  two  years.  My  father  traveled  back  and 
forth  each  day  to  Lake  Shore  where  he  and 
his  brother  Charles  were  improving  the  "Indian 
Farm"  of  one  hundred-sixty  acres,  homesteaded 
by  his  father  William  Creer,  and  which  at  that 
time  had  been  turned  over  to  the  two  boys. 

He  built  a  small  frame  home  to  house  his 
bride  and  baby  son,  William  Robert,  born  Aug- 
ust 2,  1885  at  Spanish  Fork.  This  very  neat 
little  home  was  later  used  as  a  granary  and 
still  stands  today  and  is  at  least  seventy  years 
old.     In    fact,   Mother   tells   that   part   of    it    had 


to  be  used  to  store  the  grain  and  part  to  live  in. 
She  used  to  put  her  children  to  sleep  on  the 
grain  in  the  bins.  Later,  there  was  another  child, 
a  little  girl,  Margaret  Greenhalgh  Creer,  born 
September  30,  1887,  at  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  Then 
the  following  year,  1888,  our  father  was  called 
on  a  mission  to  England  for  the  Latter-day  Saints 
Church. 

It  was  a  hard  decision  for  our  mother  to  re- 
lease her  husband  of  just  four  years  for  a  mission 
abroad,  with  her  two  children  under  three  years 
of  age,  but  she  resolved  to  do  her  part.  She 
moved  back  to  Spanish  Fork  with  her  mother 
and  rented  the  little  adobe  house  they  had  pre- 
viously purchased  at  the  corner  of  First  East  and 
Sixth  North.  She  knew  she  could  help  with  dress- 
making and  needle  work  and  Charles,  father's 
brother,  was  willing  to  lease  the  farm  and  help 
meet  the  expense  of  the   mission. 

A  year  after  Father's  return  from  abroad,  a 
second  baby  girl  was  born  February  19,  1892. 
She  was  christened  Eiffel  Mae,  because  of  the 
strong  impression  the  Eiffel  Tower  at  Paris, 
France,  had  made  upon  him.  Now  the  family 
moved  to  Lake  Shore  permanently.  A  fine  brick 
house  was  built,  many  corrals,  sheds,  etc.  Then 
after  seven  more  years,  the  youngest  child, 
Agnes  Ellen  (Nell)  was  born,  July  25,  1899.  She 
was  the  only  one  of  the  five  children  to  be 
born   at   Lake  Shore. 

Our  mother  was  a  very  ambitious,  hard  work- 
ing, thrifty  mate.  She  established  a  fine  home 
for  her  young  family  and  saw  that  they  attended 
church  and  school  regularly.  She  helped  her 
husband  gain  success  financially  and  encouraged 
him  to  participate  in  communal  and  church  af- 
fairs. Mother  always  played  an  active  part  in 
the  L.  D.  S.  church.  She  also  worked  in  the  Pri- 
mary from  its  very  beginning  in  Spanish  Fork 
in  1878.  She  was  one  of  the  aides  to  Mary 
Jane  Brockbank,  the  first  president  there.  She 
remembers  when  Zina  D.  Young  and  Emeline 
B.  Wells,  representing  the  General  Board,  came 
to  Spanish  Fork  and  established  the  first  Pri- 
mary. She  remembered  serving  under  Sister  Ann 
Francis,  Sister  Sorina  Youd  and  Sister  Marie  Fer- 
guson as  Relief  Society  Presidents,  and  Bishop 
Lorenzo  Argyle   as   Bishop. 

Father  was  elected  Utah  County  Commissioner 
about  1909.  It  was  while  serving  in  this  capacity 
that  he,  riding  home  from  Provo  in  an  open 
buggy,  caught  a  severe  cold  which  later  devel- 
oped into  pneumonia.  He  died  February  13, 
1913.  Mother  remained  on  the  farm  until  the 
following  summer  following  his  death,  then  she 
purchased  the  Judge  Saxey  home  on  Main  and 
Fifth  North  Streets  in  Spanish  Fork  where  she 
resided    the    remaindr    of    her    life. 
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Every  winter  since  about  1926  when  both  her 
older  daughters  lived  in  Los  Angeles,  she  would 
come  there  for  the  winter.  Then  her  youngest 
daughter  was  married  in  1930  to  J.  Wallace 
Frame  and  also  made  her  home  in  Los  Angeles, 
so  with  three  married  daughters  living  in  Los 
Angeles  she  really  enjoyed  coming  and  staying 
from  about  November  of  one  year  to  May  of 
the  next,  usually  six  or  seven  months  in  all. 

She  loved  the  beautiful  sunshine  here,  she 
loved  to  go  for  rides  and  loved  visiting  with 
our  many  friends,  and  enjoyed  each  organiza- 
tion we  all  belonged  to.  All  our  friends  loved 
Mother  and  thought  her  to  be  the  sweetest  little 
mother  one  could  have.  She  has  always  enjoyed 
crocheting,  knitting,  quilting  and  even  the  day 
before  her  death  she  had  read,  crocheted  a  little 
and  visited  with  us  all.  She  was  wearv  and 
really  ready  to  go,  so  she  told  me  as  I  had  lunch 
with  her  November  3rd.  On  November  4,  1952, 
Election  Dav.  the  day  President  Eisenhower  was 
elected  to  office  as  President  of  the  United  States, 
just  at   12  o'clock   she  quietly   slept   away. 

She  was  the  last  survivor  of  her  family  and 
very  few  of  her  friends  in  the  old  crowd  remain. 
At  the  time  of  her  passing,  she  left  as  her 
survivors  three  daughters,  one  son,  ten  grand- 
children and  twelve  great-grandchildren.  Milton 
Edward  Frame,  her  youngest  grandchild,  had 
preceded  her  by  an  accidental  death  in  an  auto- 
mobile accident  in  Burley,  Idaho,  September  15, 
1952.   She   was   a   wonderful    mother. 


ANN    ELIZABETH   YOUD   CREER 

William  Robert  Creer,  son  of  Joseph  Edward 
and  Agnes  Ellen  Miller  Creer,  was  born  in  Span- 
ish Fork,  Utah,  August  2,  1885.  He  was  born 
in  the  old  adobe  house  built  by  his  great- 
grandfather Edward  Creer  on  the  corner  of  Sixth 
North  and  First  East.  His  paternal  ancestors  came 
from  the  Isle  of  Man  and  his  maternal  progeni- 
tors were  of  Scotch  and  Welsh  descent. 

During  the  summer  of  1886,  William  lived 
with  his  parents  in  their  new  granary,  a  build- 
ing still  standing  in  Lake  Shore,  Utah.  He  at- 
tended the  elementary  grades  at  Spanish  Fork, 
Lake  Shore  and  Provo  and  then  attended  Brigham 
Young  University  for  one  year.  On  September 
13,  1911  he  married  Ann  E.  Youd,  daughter  of 
John  Peckles  and  Sorina  Sorensen  Youd,  in  the 
Salt  Lake  Temple.  William  built  his  home  near 
his  father's  residence  at  Lake  Shore  and  on  land 
which  had  been  homesteaded  about  thirty-five 
years  earlier  by  his  grandfather,  William  Creer. 
William  and  Anne  became  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  William  Edward  Creer,  born 
June  26,  1912;  J.  Youd  Creer,  born  February  14, 
1914;  Rex  Youd  Creer,  born  January  2,  1917; 
Joseph  E.  Creer,  born  August  30,  1921; 
Brent  Youd  Creer,  born  May  5,  1926;  and  Glade 
Youd  Creer,   born  May    16,    1932. 

William  became  interested  in  agriculture  and 
stock  raising,  particularly  Hereford  cattle,  and 
after  his  father's  death  in  1913,  his  own  farm 
and  herd  were  augmented  through  the  purchase 
of    his   father's    holdings. 
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Always  active  in  Latter-day  Saints  Church  work, 
William  Creer  served  as  Assistant  Superintendent 
of  the  Lake  Shore  Ward  Sunday  School  for  eleven 
years  and  as  Stake  Missionary  on  two  different 
mission  assignments.  He  was  an  advisory  board 
member  of  the  Lake  Shore  Livestock  Association 
from  1917  to  1953  and  served  as  the  Associa- 
tion's Secretary  and  Treasurer  for  twenty  years 
and  later  as  its  President.  From  1926-1956,  he 
was  President  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
the  North  Lake  Shore  Drainage  District. 

ANN   ELIZABETH   YOUD   CREER 

Ann  Elizabeth  Youd  Creer,  eldest  of  a  family 
of  eleven  children,  was  born  in  Spanish  Fork, 
Utah,  August  7,  1890.  Her  father,  John  Peckles 
Youd,  was  born  in  Spanish  Fork  in  1860  and 
her  mother,  Sorina  Sorensen  Youd,  in  Denmark 
in  1873. 

Concerning  her  early  childhood,  Ann  writes, 
"I  remember  my  childhood  with  pleasure.  My 
birthdays      were      remembered      with      parties. 


Among  the  gifts  I  received  was  a  doll  from 
Aunt  Alice  Bellows  and  a  pair  of  pierced  ear 
rings  from  my  father  which  were  put  on  my 
ears   when    I    became   seven." 

Ann's  father,  John  Youd,  served  as  an  L.  D.  S. 
missionary  to  Great  Britain  in  1891  and  while 
there  labored  for  some  time  with  Joseph  E. 
Creer,   her  future  father-in-law. 

After  attending  the  public  schools  of  Lake 
Shore,  Ann  ventured  into  business.  Of  this 
unique  experience,  she  says,  "The  Farmers  Cash 
Mercantile  opened  and  I  sold  my  good  white 
face  cattle  and  bought  stock— I  must  say,  however, 
against  my  father's  wishes.  I  thought  with  men 
like  G.  O.  Erickson,  W.  A.  Jones,  James  E.  Calder- 
wood  and  David  Prior,  things  couldn't  fail.  But 
they  did." 

On  September  13,  1911,  Ann  was  married 
to  William  Robert  Creer,  eldest  son  of  Joseph 
Edward  and  Agnes  Miller  Creer.  They  became 
the   parents  of  six  children,   all   sons. 


Carolyn,  Col.  William  Edward  Creer,  Vivienne  T.,     and  Elizabeth  T. 


William  Edward  Creer,  the  eldest,  was  born 
June  26,  1912.  He  is  today  (1956)  a  colonel  in 
the  Air  Force  and  is  stationed  at  Paris,  France, 
in  the  Strategic  Headquarters  for  Allied  Powers 
of  Europe.  As  a  result  of  his  military  service 
and  training,  William  has  received  the  following 
awards:  Dintinguished  Flying  Cross  with  two 
Oak  Leaf  Clusters,  Distinguished  Flying  Cross  for 
the  United  Kingdom,  Air  Medal  with  three  Oak 
Leaf    Clusters,    Commendation    Medal,    Croix    de 


Guerre  with  Palm  and  the  European  Theater 
Ribbon  with  six  Battle  Stars.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  Brigham  Young  University  and  Stanford,  re- 
ceiving the  Bachelor  of  Arts  Degree  from  the 
former  in  1934  and  the  Master  of  Arts  Degree 
from  the  latter  in  1952.  On  October  29,  1937, 
he  married  Vivienne  Taylor  of  Payson,  Utah. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters:  Carolyn 
born  October  15,  1944;  and  Elizabeth,  born 
June   21,    1947. 
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Front:   J.  Youd  Creer,  Christine  Creer,   LaRue   B. 
Creer.  Back:  Robert  P.  Belihar. 


J.  Youd  Creer,  second  son  of  William  Robert 
and  Ann  Elizabeth  Youd  Creer,  was  born  in  Lake 
Shore,  Utah,  Feb.  14,  1914.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Spanish  Fork,  graduating  from 
the  high  school  of  that  community  in  1932. 
While  attending  the  latter  institution  he  repre- 
sented the  State  of  Utah  on  the  F.  F.  A.  Stock 
Judging  Team  which  won  national  honors  at 
the  American  Royal  Livestock  Show  at  Kansas 
City,  Missouri,  in  1931.  In  1938,  J.  Youd  and 
his  brother  Rex  visited  the  historic  parts  of  most 
of  the  United  States  and  Old  Mexico. 

During  World  War  II,  J.  Youd  served  in  the 
Merchant  Marine  Corps,  operating  primarily  in 
Japanese  and  South  Pacific  waters.  While  en- 
gaged in  this  activiey,  he  encircled  the  globe 
twice  aboard  the  S.  S.  John  Constantine  and  the 
S.  S.  Cape  Martin,  earning  the  Combat  Awards 
for  services  in  the  Pacific,  Atlantic  and  Mediter- 
ranean Theaters  of  War.  J.  Youd  was  married 
in  1952  to  LaRue  Thomas  Belihar.  LaRue  was 
born  May  5,  1914  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  The 
young  couple  have  a  daughter,  Christine,  who 
was  born  December  4,  1952,  at  Payson,  Utah. 
By  a  former  marriage  to  Patrick  Louis  Belihar  in 
1937,  LaRue  has  a  son,  Robert,  born  April  26, 
1941,  in  Santa  Monica,  California.  J.  Youd  is 
currently  employed  as  a  tool  repairman  at  the 
Geneva   Steel    Plant,   Orem,    Utah. 


Katheryn,  Rex  Y.  Creer,  Mary  Jane,  Virginia   H.,  and  JoAnn. 


Rex  Youd  Creer,  third  son  of  William  Robert 
and  Ann  Elizabeth  Youd  Creer,  was  born  in 
Lake  Shore,  Utah,  January  2,  1917.  After  at- 
tending the  public  schools  of  Lake  Shore  and 
Spanish  Fork,  Rex  enrolled  at  the  University  of 
Utah  and  a  special  Trade  School  and  Business 
College  at  Los  Angeles,  California.  He  is  cur- 
rently employed  as  an  instructor  in  the  Engin- 
eering School  of  the  University  of  Utah  and  is 
also  engaged   privately   in  Welding   Construction 


work.  On  April  23,  1943  Rex  was  married  to 
Virginia  Hight,  daughter  of  Wallace  Dreyfous 
and  Ethel  Elliott  Hight,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple. 
She  was  born  at  Standardville,  Utah,  February 
19,  1924.  Rex  and  Virginia  are  the  parents  of  four 
children:  J.  Allen,  born  December  17,  1944, 
died  January  6,  1954;  Jo  Ann,  born  February 
16,  1946;  Kathryn,  born  February  9,  1948;  and 
Mary  Jane,  born  October  31,  1951.  The  family 
home  is  at  Farmington,  Utah. 
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Anita,  Joseph  E.  Creer,  Edward  N.,  James  N.  (front);  Florence  Ruth,  Joseph  Robert. 


Joseph  E.  Creer,  fourth  son  of  William 
Robert  and  Ann  Elizabeth  Youd  Creer,  was  born 
August  31,  1921,  in  Lake  Shore,  Utah.  After 
graduating  from  the  Spanish  Fork  High  School 
in  1939,  Joseph  attended  the  Brigham  Young 
University  and  Weber  College.  He  served  in  the 
United  State  Navy  from  1943  to  1946.  Joseph 
Creer  has  been  active  in  Latter-day  Saints  Church 
affairs,  serving  as  President  of  the  Seventh  Ward 
Elders  Quorum  and  as  Superintendent  of  the 
Fourth  and  Seventh  Wards  (Palmyra  Stake)  Sun- 
day Schools.  He  was  also  chosen  Secretary  and 
First  Vice-President  of  the  Spanish  Fork  Junior 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  The  Creer  family  has 
established  a  home  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  where 
Joseph  is  self-employed  as  a  sheet  metal  and 
air   conditioning   contractor. 


On  July  7,  1942  he  was  married  to  Florence 
Ruth  Nielsen  in  the  AAanti  Temple.  She  was  born 
January  25,  1922  at  Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Rebecca  Pace  Nielsen. 
She  was  one  of  a  family  of  sixteen,  six  sons  and 
ten  daughters,  fourteen  of  whom  are  still  living. 
She  was  graduated  from  the  Spanish  Fork  High 
School  in  1940  and  later  attended  the  Ex-cel 
Beauty  School  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Florence  has  al- 
ways been  active  in  Latter-day  Saints  affairs,  par- 
ticularly the  Y.L.AA.I.A.  and  Sunday  School  or- 
ganizations. Joseph  and  Florence  are  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter as  follows:  Joseph  Robert,  born  January  31, 
1946;  Edward  Nielsen,  born  April  1,  1949;  James 
Nielsen,  born  September  15,  1952;  and  Anita, 
born  June  9,  1955. 
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Brent  Youd  Creer,  fifth  son  of  William  Robert 
and  Ann  Elizabeth  Youd  Creer,  was  born  May  5, 
1926,  in  Lake  Shore,  Utah.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Spanish  Fork  graduating  from 
the  high  school  of  that  community  in  1944.  He 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army  Air  Corps, 
July  1,  1944,  and  served  until  November  1, 
1945.  He  then  entered  the  University  ot  Utah 
where  he  was  graduated  with  the  Bachelor  of 
Science  Degree  in  Mechanical  Engineering  in 
1949.  He  attended  the  graduate  schools  of  San 
Jose  and  Stanford,  California,  1951  to  1956, 
earning  the  degree  of  Master  of  Science  from 
the  latter  institution  in  1956.  He  is  currently 
employed  as  Research  Scientist  by  the  Ames 
Aeronautical  Laboratory,  a  division  of  the  Na- 
tional Advisory  Committee  for  Aeronautics.  On 
July  3,  1950,  he  was  married  to  Marilyn  Celine 
Wilde  at  Carson  City,  Nevada.  She  was  born  in 
Gilroy,  California,  February  9,  1927,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Earl  O.  and  Helen  Margaret  Wilde.  For 
more  than  eleven  years,  Marilyn  was  employed 
as  bookkeeper  for  a  grocery  store  establishment 
at  Gilroy,  Menlo  Park  and  Los  Altos,  California. 
A  daughter,  Karen  Celeste,  was  born  to  Brent 
and  Marilyn,  March  31,  1955.  The  family  cur- 
rently  resides   at  Mountain   View,   California. 


Brent  Y.  Creer,  Marilyn  W.,  and  daughter  Karen. 


Ann  Youd  Creer  has  served  most  actively  in 
the  service  of  the  Latter-day  Saints  Church,  as 
officer  and  teacher  in  the  Primary,  Mutual  Im- 
provement and  Relief  Society  Organi7ation.  She 
served  as  president  of  the  Young  Ladies  Mutual 
Improvement  Association  of  the  Lake  Shore  Ward 
from  1929-1932  and  again  from  1936-1941. 
During  World  War  I  and  World  War  II,  she  was 
actively   engaged    in    service   for   the    Red    Cross. 

Speaking  of  her  family  life,  Ann  pens  the 
following  note:  "This  account  would  not  be  com- 
plete if  I  did  not  mention  my  married  life.  We 
have  reared  a  family  which  has  been  a  pleasure. 
Of  course  we  have  had  tonsilectomies,  appendec- 
tomies, broken  bones,  pneumonia,  mumps  and 
measles.  But  all  is  well.  In  the  year  1947  we 
crossed  the  United  States  and  visited  Canada. 
We  have  eleven  lovely  grandchildren.  We  are 
enjoying  good  health.  And  with  this  abundant 
blessing,  what  more  could  one  ask?" 


Glade   Youd   Creer 


Glade  Youd  Creer,  sixth  and  youngest  son 
of  William  Robert  and  Ann  Elizabeth  Youd  Creer, 
was  born  May  16,  1932  at  Lake  Shore,  Utah.  He 
was  graduated  from  the  Spanish  Fork  High 
School  in  1950.    From  1950  to  1952,  Glade  was 


employed  by  the  Whiting  Bros.  Construction 
Company  of  Springville,  Utah.  He  then  enlisted 
in  the  United  States  Army  serving  in  Korea  until 
June  1954.  Currently  Glade  is  a  student  of  Brig- 
ham    Young    University,    majoring    in    chemistry. 
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MARGARET  CREER  JONES 

Margaret  Creer  Jones,  daughter  of  Joseph  Ed- 
ward and  Agnes  Miller  Creer,  was  born  in  Span- 
ish Fork,  Utah,  September  30,  1887.  However, 
her  early  childhood  was  spent  on  her  father's 
farm  at  Lake  Shore,  Utah.  Her  father  left  for  a 
mission  to  England  shortly  after  her  birth,  and 
his  recital  of  his  many  interesting  experiences 
there  and  in  Europe  made  a  deep  impression  on 
Margaret.  She  writes,  "As  Branch  President,  my 
father  was  once  thrown  into  prison."  There  was 
much  contention  against  Mormon  missionary 
work  in  England  at  that  time  (1891).  Sally  Beck 
Arnold,  my  niece,  now  has  in  her  possession  a 
letter  dated  February  23,  1891,  written  to  my 
father  from  President  Brigham  Young,  Jr.,  coun- 
seling him  and  encouraging  him  to  stand  firm 
for  his  church  and  its  doctrine  and  also  to  en- 
courage his  missionary  associates  to  do  likewise." 

And  further,  "My  closest  associates  during  my 
early  years  were  my  many  cousins.  The  Thanks- 
giving get-togethers  of  all  seven  brothers  and 
their  families  were  wonderful  events— my  uncles 
arguing  politics  (Joseph,  my  father,  and  John 
Preston  were  the  only  Republicans)— my  aunts 
preparing  and  serving  the  dinner— the  cousins  all 
romping    and    playing    and   enjoying    the   feast." 

Margaret  attended  the  public  schools  of  Lake 
Shore  and  later  the  Preparatory  School  of  the 
Brigham  Young  University  at  Provo,  graduating 
in  1904.  Among  her  classmates  at  Provo,  were 
Fawn  and  Faye,  twin  daughters  of  President 
George   H.    Brimhall. 
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From  1904  to  1918,  Margaret  clerked  in  the 
Spanish  Fork  Co-op,  J.  C.  Penney's,  Gold's  Mer- 
cantile Company  and  for  a  time  was  co-owner 
with  her  sister  Eiffel  of  a  millinery  shop.  After 
completing  a  business  course  at  the  L.  D.  S.  Bus- 
iness College  in  1920,  she  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  at 
Salt  Lake  City. 

On  October  29,  1921,  Margaret  married 
Charles  Edward  Jones  at  Globe,  Arizona.  Short- 
ly afterwards  the  young  couple  made  their  home 
in  Los  Angeles,  until  the  husband's  death,  April 
8,  1945.  Margaret  now  resides  in  Santa  Monica, 
California. 


CHARLES  EDWARD  JONES 

Charles  Edward  Jones  was  born  September 
10,  1886  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  He  joined 
the  United  States  Army  in  early  life,  serving  at 
Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  in  1914  and  in  Cuba  in  1915. 
He  was  commissioned  First  Lieutenant  Quarter- 
master Corps  September  12,  1918  to  May  1919. 
He  was  then  transferred  to  Camp  Travis,  Texas, 
and  later  to  Forts  Ring  Gold  and  Bliss  in  Texas 
where  he  assisted  in  the  construction  of  army 
hospitals.  He  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  army  October  30,  1930.  Mr.  Jones  married 
Margaret  Creer  October  29,  1921.  He  continued 
in  construction  work  in  Texas  and  Arizona  until 
1925  and  then  moved  to  Los  Angeles  where  he 
was  employed  by  the  Lynch-Cannon  Engineering 
Company.  Mr.  Jones  died  at  his  residence  in 
Los  Angels,  California,  April  8,  1945. 
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EIFFEL  CREER  BECK 

Eiffel  Mae  Creer  Beck,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Edward  and  Agnes  Miller  Creer,  was  born  in 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  February  19,  1892.  The 
given  name  Eiffel  was  chosen  because  of  the 
strong  impression  made  upon  her  father  by  the 
Eiffel  Tower  of  Paris,  France. 

Eiffel  attended  the  public  schools  at  Lake 
Shore,  Utah,  and  then  spent  two  years  at  the 
Brigham  Young  University  in  Provo.  After  her 
father's  death  in  1913,  she  became  co-owner 
with  her  sister  Margaret  of  a  millinery  shop  in 
Spanish  Fork.  Then  in  1915  she  was  employed 
as  clerk  and  teller  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
that  community. 

On  May  8,  1917,  Eiffel  married  Spencer  Rob- 
ertson Beck,  son  of  John  Forsythe  and  Grace  Rob- 
ertson Beck.  They  became  the  parents  of  three 
children.  Edward  Creer  Beck,  the  eldest,  was 
born  February  20,  1918.  He  attended  the  Brig- 
ham  Young  University  and  the  University  of 
Utah,  receiving  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Phil- 
osophy in  clincal  psychology  with  a  minor  in 
neurophysiology  from  the  latter  institution  in 
1954.  At  present  he  is  clinical  psychologist  and 
research  professor  at  the  Veterans  Administra- 
tion Hospital  at  Fort  Douglas,  Utah,  and  Chief 
Psychologist  of  the  Utah  State  Prison.  Edward 
received  a  faculty  appointment  to  the  University 
College  of  Medicine  in  1955  as  research  instruc- 
tor in  psychiatry.  He  was  elected  to  membership 
in  Sigma  Xi,  National  Honorary  Research  Soc- 
iety, in  1954  and  was  included  in  American  Men 
of  Science,  IX  Edition,  in  1956.  He  has  presented 
a  number  of  scientific  papers  and  is  nationally 
known    for    contributions    in    the    area    of    brain 


Spencer    Beck 

damage,  epilepsy,  and  electroencephalography. 
Edward  fulfilled  a  mission  for  the  Latter-day 
Saints  Church  to  Brazil,  1939  to  1941.  He  re- 
mained in  Brazil  two  years  longer  as  an  em- 
ployee of  the  American  Consulate  at  Sao  Paulo 
and  then  following  his  marriage  to  Leia  Tendler 
Beck  January  22,  1944,  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  Merchant  Marines  before  returning  to  Utah 
in  1947.  His  wife,  Leia  Tendler,  was  born  in 
Beberdouro,  Brazil  on  July  15,  1922.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Simon  and  Anita  Tendler,  Euro- 
pean emigrants  from  a  country  which  is  pres- 
ently a  part  of  Russia.  The  Tendlers  first  settled 
in  the  state  of  San  Paulo  and  then  moved  to 
Rio  de  Janeiro  in  1934  where  the  father  was 
engaged  in  the  furniture  business.  It  was  at  a 
carnival  celebration  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  that  Ted 
first  met  Leia  in  1942.  They  were  married  two 
years  later  by  the  American  Consul  of  San  Paulo, 
Brazil.  Leia  is  a  graduate  of  a  Brazilian  private 
school  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  where  she  received  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1938.  She  paints 
in  oils  and  water  colors  and  is  an  accomplished 
artist.  She  speaks  Portuguese,  Spanish,  French 
and  English  fluently.  Edward  and  Leia  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  James  Spencer,  born 
July  1  1,  1948;  Melanie,  November  22,  1949,  and 
John  Edward,  October  3,  1954.  Edward  con- 
cludes his  interesting  summary  by  saying:  "The 
Beck  family  belongs  to  the  Emerson  Ward  in 
Salt  Lake  City.  Leia  has  taught  in  the  Sunday 
School  and  Primary,  and  Ted  the  Seventy  Quor- 
um. The  children  have  never  seen  their  grand- 
parents in  Brazil.  A  reunion  with  the  Brazilian 
part  of  the  family  is  the  next  project  planned  by 
the  Beck  family." 
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Left  to  right:  Melanie,  James  Spencer,  Leia,  Jon  Edward,  and  Ted  Beck. 


Charlotte  Beck  Horton,  Thomas  David,    Daniel  O. 
Horton,  and   Nancy   Lu. 

Charlotte,  the  oldest  daughter  was  born  Aug- 
ust 18,  1922,  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  She  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Spanish  Fork  and 
Santa  Monica,  California,  after  which  she  en- 
rolled at  the  Brigham  Young  University,  Utah 
State  Agricultural  College  and  the  Felt  and  Tarrin 
Comptometer  School  at  Los  Angeles.  She  and 
her  husband,  Daniel  O.  Horton  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  Nancy  Lee  and  Thomas  Daniel. 
Mr.  Horton  served  as  pilot  in  World  War  II.  Cur- 
rently he  is  employed  as  Vice-President  of  the 
Home  Savings  and  Loan  Association  with  offices 
in  Los  Angeles. 

Sally  Marie,  the  third  child,  was  born  August 
31,  1930  in  Long  Beach,  California.  She  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Santa  Monica,  Cali- 
fornia and  the  Brigham  Young  University  at 
Provo,  Utah.    On  November  25,  1950,  Sally  mar- 


Sally  Marie  Beck  Arnold,     Joseph  Harlan  Arnold 


ried  Joseph  Harlan  Arnold  in  the  "Little  Chapel 
of  the  Dawn,"  in  Santa  Monica.  Shortly  after  their 
marriage,  Mr.  Arnold  served  two  years  in  the  U.  S. 
Army  and  is  currently  managing  a  Service  Station 
in  Spanish  Fork. 

The  first  ten  years  of  Eiffel's  married  life  were 
spent  in  travelling  a  great  deal  with  her  hus- 
band who  was  employed  as  Assistant  Manager 
of  the  Lynch  Cannon  Construction  Company. 
They  travelled  throughout  Canada,  Mexico  and 
the  western  half  of  the  United  States. 

Actively  engaged  in  religious  auxiliaries  of 
the  Latter-day  Saints  Church,  Eiffel  has  served 
twenty  years  as  officer  and  teacher  of  the  Pri- 
mary Association  in  the  Latter-day  Saints  wards 
of  Spanish  Fork,  Utah;  Santa  Monica,  California; 
Raymond,  Alberta,  Canada;  and   El   Paso,  Texas. 
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AGNES   ELLEN   (NELL)   CREER   FRAME 

Agnes  Ellen  Creer  Frame,  popularly  known  as 
Nell,  the  youngest  child  of  Joseph  Edward  and 
Agnes  Miller  Creer,  was  born  at  Lake  Shore, 
July  25,  1899.  She  was  baptized  a  members  of 
the  Latter-day  Saints  Church  and  throughout  her 
life  has  served  in  various  positions,  ward  and 
stake,  particularly  in  Y.  L.  M.  I.  A.  and  Geneal- 
ogy work.  The  latter  activity  is  her  current  in- 
terest. 

She  attended  the  public  schools  of  Lake  Shore 
and  Spanish  Fork  and  then  enrolled  at  the 
University  of  Utah  where  she  was  graduated  in 
1922,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
At  the  time  she  is  said  to  have  been  the  first 
girl  from  Spanish  Fork  to  have  earned  a  college 
degree.  Since  her  graduation,  she  has  continued 
her  education  through  registration  in  extension 
or  adult  education  courses  in  Speech,  Photo- 
graphy, Millinery,  Cooking,  Real  Estate,  Litera- 
ture and  Bible  study.  At  the  University  of  Utah 
she  affiliated  with  the  Chi  Omega  (social)  and 
Phi    Delta   Phi   (Physical    Education)   sororities. 

She  taught  physical  education  and  history  at 
Lincoln  High  School  (Orem,  Utah)  for  two  years, 
the  Lehi  High  School  for  one  year  and  the  Murray 
High  School  for  four  years.  At  the  latter  insti- 
tution she  trained  and  directed  a  posture  team 
of  thirty-two  girls  at  the  Brigham  Young  Invita- 
tional Meet  at  Provo,  Utah.  The  team  won  three 
first  place  and  one  second  place  awards  during 
its  four  years  of  participation.  For  this  service, 
Nell  received  a  special  citation  of  appreciation 
from   the   Murray   Chamber   of   Commerce. 


JOHN  WALLACE  FRAME 

John  Wallace  Frame,  son  of  James  Sidney 
Willis  Frame,  was  born  February  16,  1898,  at 
Taylorsville,  Utah.  His  father,  now  ninety-four 
years  of  age,  is  one  of  the  oldest  pioneers  in 
Utah. 

John  Wallace  Frame  attended  the  Plymouth 
Elementary  School  at  Taylorsville  and  the  Granite 
High  School  of  Salt  Lake  County,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1916.  After  serving  six  months 
in  the  United  States  Army  during  World  War  I, 
he  attended  the  University  of  Utah  for  two  years 
and  then  the  University  of  Southern  California, 
where  he  receivd  th  D.  D.  S.  dgree  in  1924.  He 
then  established  a  dental  office  in  Los  Angeles  in 
1925,  where  he  has  been  practicing  successfully 
ever  since. 

An  ardent  and  faithful  Latter-day  Saint,  Wal- 
lace has  served  in  the  following  capacities:  Wilk- 
shire  Ward  Deacon  Advisor,  1928-1929;  Holly- 
wood Stake  M-Men  Advisor,  1930-31;  President 
of  the  Beverly  Hills  Elders  Quorum,  1940-1943; 
Hollywood  Stake  Missionary,  1943-1945;  Class 
Leader  and  Instructor  of  the  Beverly  Hills  Ward 
Seventies  Quorum,  1947-1951;  Los  Angeles 
Stake  Missionary,  1951-1955;  and  Second  Coun- 
selor in  the  Westwood  Ward  Bishopric,  since 
July,  1955.  His  civic  services  include:  Chairman 
in  charge  of  Decontamination  in  the  city  of  Los 
Angeles  during  World  War  II;  Chairman  of  the 
Dental  Program  in  Civilian  Defense  during  World 
War  II;  and  President  of  the  Los  Angeles  Dental 
Society,  1945-1946.  He  has  served  as  President 
of  Delta  Sigma  Delta  (Professional  Dental  Soc- 
iety), and  of  the  alumni  chapter  of  Sigma  Nu 
(Social  Fraternity).  He  is  a  member  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Breakfast  Club.  He  lists  as  his  hobbies: 
raising  camelias  and  travel. 
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John  Wallace  Frame  Jr.     Milton  Edward  Frame 

On  May  28,  1930,  Nell  married  John  Wallace 
Frame,  son  of  James  Sidney  Willis  and  Francis 
Elizabeth  Webster  Frame.  Since  their  marriage 
the  Frames  have  made  their  home  in  Los  Angeles, 
California.  Here  two  fine  sons  were  born:  John 
Wallace  Jr.,  and  Milton  Edward.  John  was  born 
June  22,  1931.  After  attending  the  elementary 
training  school  at  U.  C.  L.  A.  (Los  Angeles)  he 
enrolled  at  the  U.  C.  L.  A.  (University)  and  the 
Southern  California  Dental  School,  graduating 
from  the  latter  with  the  D.  D.  S.  Degree  in  1955. 

At  U.  C..L.  A.  John  affiliated  with  Phi  Delta 
Theta  Fraternity.  In  1955  he  was  called  to  serve 
as  First  Lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Army 
in  Korea.  A  year  later  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Captain.  When  his  term  of  enlistment 
is  completed  on  January  25,  1957,  John  plans 
to  return  home  by  way  of  Japan,  the  Philippines, 
Thailand,  India,  Pakistan,  Saudi  Arabia,  Greece 
and  western  Europe.  Active  in  L.  D.  S.  Church 
affairs,  John  has  served  on  baseball  and  basket- 
ball teams  of  the  Westwood  Ward  and  was  hon- 
ored by  being  selected  to  represent  the  young 
men  at  the  dedication  of  the  new  Westwood  Ward 
Chapel  in  1953.  In  Korea,  John  and  other  offi- 
cers organized  a  servicemen's  basketball  tourna- 
ment comprising  seventy-five  teams.  John  also 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  an  L.  D.  S.  Branch  in 
Korea.  "We  were  successful  in  converting  one 
investigator,"  he  writes.  "We  baptized  him  in 
the  Yalta  river,  keeping  sure  we  kept  him  on  the 
free  (southern)  half-the  other  half  being  Com- 
munistic." 

Milton  Edward,  the  youngest  son  of  John  Wal- 
lace and  Agnes  Ellen  (Nell)  Creer  Frame  was 
born  March  10,  1934  in  Los  Angeles,  California. 
He  attended  the  U.  C.  L.  A.  Training  and  High 
School,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  February, 
1952.  Milton  was  ready  to  enter  the  Brigham 
Young  University,  when  on  September  15,  1952, 
he  was  accidentally  killed  in  an  automobile  ac- 
cident at  Burley,  Idaho. 

Nell's  tremendous  success  in  dealing  with 
young  people  is  illustrated  in  her  activities  dur- 
ing World  War  II,  at  Westwood  Village,  Cali- 
fornia.   She  accepted  the  chairmanship  of  a  pro- 


JAMES  MORRIS  CREER 

James  Morris  Creer,  third  child  of  William  and 
Sarah  Jane  Bradley  Creer,  was  born  in  Spanish 
Fork,  Utah,  November  22,  1862.  After  com- 
pleting the  elementary  grades  of  the  public 
schools,  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  living 
by  working  for  a  while  on  his  father's  farm, 
and  then  at  about  the  age  of  sixteen  became 
an  apprentice  in  the  harnessmaking  trade.  Af- 
terwards he  worked  along  that  line  as  a  journey- 
man at  Salt  Lake  City  for  several  years,  and 
then  returned  to  Spanish  Fork,  where  he  oper- 
ated his  own  establishment  for  a  decade.  Then 
during  the  early  Nineties,  he  expanded  his  busi- 
ness to  include  farm  implements.  This  valuable 
experience  soon  attracted  attention,  for  in  1896, 
he    became    associated    with    the    Consolidated 

ject  which  entailed  the  production  of  weekly 
public  entertainment  for  teen  agers.  Agencies 
participating  in  this  service  included  the  West- 
wood  Co-ordinating  Council,  the  local  high 
school,  Parents  Teachers  Association  and  the 
Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Over  twelve  hun- 
dred teenagers  were  entertained  each  Friday 
night  through  planned  socials,  including  danc- 
ing and  dramatic  performances.  For  her  activi- 
ties, she  was  accorded  public  recognition  by 
many  of  the  service  organizations  of  Westwood. 
Nell  also  played  a  prominent  part  in  arrange- 
ment committees  with  the  dedication  of  the 
beautiful  Los  Angeles  Temple  of  the  Latter-day 
Saints  Church  Currently  she  is  very  active  in 
genealogy  work.  She  represents  the  large  Los 
Angeles  Stake   in   that   important   service. 
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Lucilla   Snell    Creer  Margaret    Snell    Creer 

Wagon  and  Machine  Company,  first  as  a  travel- 
ing salesman,  and  in  1911,  as  manager  of  the 
branch  institution  of  that  firm  in  Spanish  Fork. 
His  success  in  this  and  other  associated  enter- 
prises earned  for  him  an  excellent  reputation 
as   a   business   executive. 

In  politics,  he  was  a  staunch  Democrat.  He 
served  one  term  as  Councilman  and  two  (1905- 
1909)  as  Mayor  of  Spanish  Fork.  He  played  a 
prominent  role  during  World  War  I  in  Red  Cross 
and    Liberty    Loan   drives. 

In  1885,  James  Morris  Creer  married  Lucilla 
Snell,  daughter  of  John  Wesley  and  Anna  Lucilla 
Beck  Snell,  early  Utah  pioneers.  She  died  the 
following  year  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  leav- 
ing an  infant  son  named  James  Snell  Creer  who 
also  succumbed  five  weeks  after  his  mother's 
death.  On  July  24,  1888,  James  married  his  de- 
ceased wife's  sister  Margaret,  who  was  born 
November  13,  1860.  She  died  in  Spanish  Fork, 
April  20,  1933.  To  this  second  union  were  born 
three  children:  Anna  Lucilla  (Mrs.  Charles  Rob- 
erts), who  died  April  5,  1921;  Sarah  Jane  (Mrs. 
James   Clove);   and   James    Rulon. 

James  Morris  Creer  died  in  Spanish  Fork  July 
31,    1939. 

MARGARET    ADELINE    SNELL    CREER 

Margaret  Adeline  Snell  Creer,  daughter  of 
John  Wesley  and  Anna  Lucilla  Beck  Snell,  was 
born  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  November  13,  1860. 
She  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Span- 
ish Fork  and  as  a  young  woman  was  employed 
as  clerk  in  the  Spanish   Fork  Co-op. 

She  married  James  Morris  Creer,  son  of 
William  and  Sarah  Jane  Bradley  Creer,  on  July 
24,  1888.  Three  children  were  born  of  this  mar- 
riage: Anna  Lucilla  (Mrs.  Charles  Roberts),  born 
April  29,  1889,  died  January  5,  1921;  Sarah 
Jane  (Mrs.  James  Clove),  born  January  30,  1891; 
James  Rulon,  born  September  18,  1893.  Mar- 
garet also  reared  the  children  of  Anna  Lucilla 
Roberts,  following  her  death  in  1921.  They 
are:  Margaret,  Helen  and  Charles  Creer.  The 
latter  died  March  3,  1930  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years.  Margaret  Adeline  Snell  died  at  Spanish 
Fork,  April  20,  1933.  She  was  in  her  seventy- 
third  year. 


ANNA   LUCILLA   CREER    ROBERTS 

Anna  Lucilla  Creer  Roberts,  daughter  of 
James  Morris  and  Margaret  Adeline  Snell  Creer, 
was  born  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  April  29,  1889. 
After  attending  the  public  schools  of  Spanish 
Fork,  Utah  she  enrolled  at  Brigham  Young  Uni- 
versity and  after  two  years  taught  school  at  Le- 
land,  Utah.  In  October,  1911,  Lucilla  married 
Charles  Roberts,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  Ann 
Roberts.  Charles  and  Lucella  became  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Margaret  Lucilla,  born  Decem- 
ber 10,  1912;  Helen,  born  May  5,  1916;  and 
Charles  Creer,  born  September  17,  1918.  The 
latter  died  March  14,  1930.  Anna  Lucilla  died 
April  5.  1921  from  spinal  meningitis. 

Margaret  Lucilla,  the  eldest  daughter,  married 
William  P.  Anderson,  November  27,  1954;  he 
died  in  August  1955.  Helen  married  Walter 
Evard  Granquist,  October  18.  1946.  Walter  and 
Helen  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  James 
Walter,  born  May  29,  1947;  and  Joel  Creer,  born 
June  8.   1953. 

SARAH   JANE  CREER   CLOVE 

Sarah  Jane  Creer,  daughter  of  James  Morris 
and  Margaret  Adeline  Snell  Creer,  was  born  in 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  January  30,  1891.  She  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Spanish  Fork 
and  the  Brigham  Young  University  at  Provo. 
She  graduated  from  the  Normal  School  of  the 
latter  institution  in  1909.  From  1909  to  1913, 
she  taught  in  the  elementary  grades  at  Spanish 
Fork  and  for  several  years  thereafter  was  em- 
ploye! as  clerk  by  the  Consolidated  Wagon  and 
Machine  Co.,  and  the  Spanish   Fork  Bank. 

From  1918-1919,  she  served  as  a  missionary 
for  the  Latter-day  Saints  Church  in  the  California 
Mission.  On  December  17,  1919,  she  married 
James  Clove  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple. 
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Margaret  Roberts 

AnderSOn  JAMES   CLOVE  JR. 

James  Clove  Jr.,  son  of  James  Clove  and  Mary 
Elizabeth  Ivie  Clove,  was  born  at  Provo,  Utah, 
September  9,  1891.  There  he  attended  the  public 
schools  and  the  Brigham  Young  University,  re- 
ceiving his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  the 
latter  institution  in  1913.  In  1924,  he  earned 
his  Master  of  Arts  degree  from  the  University 
of  Utah,  and  eight  years  later  (1932)  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  from  the  University  of 
California. 

In  1916,  James  Clove  served  with  the  United 
States  military  forces  on  the  Mexican  border  and 
later  with  the  armed  forces  in  France  during 
World  War  I,  1918-1919.  From  1913-1916  he 
served  as  instructor  in  the  Provo  High  School; 
from  1919-1921  as  principal  of  the  Grantsville 
High  School;  from  1921-1931  as  teacher  and 
principal  of  the  Payson  High  School;  from  1931- 
1933  as  instructor  in  the  Los  Angeles  High 
School;  and  from  1933-1951,  as  Superintendent 
of  the  Murray  City  Schools.  He  married  Jane 
Creer,  December  17,  1919  in  the  Salt  Lake  Tem- 
ple. 

JAMES   RULON   CREER 

James  Rulon  Creer,  son  of  James  Morris  and 
Margaret  Snell  Creer,  was  born  in  Spanish  Fork, 
Utah,  September  18,  1893.  He  was  named  after 
Rulon  S.  Wells,  L.  D.  S.  Church  authority,  who 
was  associated  with  his  father  in  the  Consoli- 
dated Wagon  and  Machine  Company  in  Span- 
ish Fork.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Spanish  Fork  and  the  Utah  State  Agricultural 
College  at  Logan.  Rulon  is  an  ordained  elder  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 
On  December  22,  1915,  he  married  Eleanor 
Nielsen  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  The  ceremony 
was  performed  by  the  late  President  George  Al- 
bert Smith  who  was  also  a  business  associate 
of  his  father.  Rulon  all  his  life  has  been  inter- 
ested in  farming  and  cattle  raising.  For  ten 
years  he  and  his  wife  served  as  joint  presidents 


Sarrah  Jane  Creer  Clove    James  Clove  Rullon  and  Ellanor  Nielsen    Creer 


of  the  Leland  Ward  Old  Folks  Committee,  and 
as  banquet  chairmen  to  raise  funds  for  the  new 
ward  chapel.  Rulon  and  Eleanor  are  the  par- 
ents of  a  daughter  named  Marion,  who  has  been 
employed  as  school  teacher,  clerk  and  book- 
keeper respectively  in  the  Spanish  Fork  schools, 
Spanish  Fork  Co-o  and  the  Crescent  Ford  Motor 
Company  of  Cheyenne,  Wyoming.  The  family 
residence   is   in   Leland,   Utah. 

ELEANOR  NIELSEN  CREER 
Eleanor  Nielsen  Creer,  daughter  of  Lars  and 
Mary  Jane  Beckstrom  Nielsen,  was  born  August 
2,  1892,  in  Sanish  Fork,  Utah.  She  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Spanish  Fork,  graduating  from 
the  high  school  there  in  1910.  Before  her  mar- 
riage, Eleanor  was  employed  by  the  Mountain 
States  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  and 
the  Spanish  Fork  Co-o.  She  married  James  Rulon 
Creer  Decembr  22,  1915  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple. 
Active  in  L.  D.  S.  church  work,  she  has  served 
as  counselor  and  teacher  in  the  Leland  Ward  Mu- 
tual Improvement  Association,  Relief  Society  and 
Primary. 


Walter  Granquist,  Helen  Roberts  Granquist  hold- 
ing  baby  Joel   Creer  Granquist   and  James   Wal- 


ter   Granquist. 
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CHARLES  CANNON  CREER 

Charles  Cannon  Creer,  fourth  son  of  William 
and  Sarah  Jane  Bradley  Creer,  was  born  in 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  April  6,  1865.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  that  community  and  at 
an  early  age  was  interested  in  railroad  build- 
ing. Later  he  was  engaged  extensively  in  agri- 
culture and  livestock  raising.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  to  introduce  Hereford  cattle  in  Utah 
Valley.  He  and  his  brother  Joseph  improved  a 
farm  of  one  hundred-sixty  acres  which  his  fa- 
ther had  homesteaded  in  Lake  Shore,  then  known 
as  the  "Indian  Farm"  and  when  multiplied  civic 
responsibilities  diverted  the  father's  interests, 
the  farm  was  turned  over  to  the  two  boys.  In 
1888,  when  Joseph  was  called  on  a  mission  to 
England,  Charles  leased  his  brother's  share  of 
the  farm  and  materially  assisted  in  defraying 
the  expense  of  the  mission.  He  also  acquired 
land  titles  to  property  at  Leland  and  in  Thistle 
Valley. 

Charles'  chief  recreational  activity  was  ath- 
letics, particularly  baseball  at  which  he  excelled, 
in  the  early  Nineties,  Spanish  Fork  developed  a 
baseball  team  known  as  the  "Blue  Boys."  Charles 
played  third  base  and  his  brother  Alvin,  second 
base,  in  this  organization.  The  team  put  Span- 
ish Fork  on  the  baseball  map,  since  it  won  all 
scheduled  games  and  was  defeated  only  by  an 
all-star  aggregation  drawn  from  athletes  chosen 
throughout    the    state.     This    achievement    came 


MARY  MARGARET  PETERSON  CREER 
(History   with   Family   Group,   page   35) 

shortly  after  baseball  was  introduced  as  a  game 
in  the  nation. 

Charles  and  his  father  erected  a  building  on 
Main  Street  of  Spanish  Fork  and  together  with 
his  brothers  Roger  and  Alvin  owned  and  oper- 
ated the  Mount  Nebo  Canning  Co.  When  his 
father  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature, 
Charles  served  as  his  private  secretary.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  staunch  Democrat. 

On  March  25,  1892,  he  was  married  in  the 
Manti  Temple  to  Mary  Margaret  Peterson.  To 
this  union  eleven  children  were  born.  Two  died 
at  birth;  the  remaining  nine  follow:  Florence 
Matilda,  born  December  12,  1892,  married  Ed- 
ward Raymond  Kelsey;  Charles  Clarence  born 
July  30,  1894,  married  Merl  Dahle;  Elizabeth 
Ann,  born  February  18,  1896,  married  Joseph 
Leslie  Anderson;  Lillian  Irene,  born  November 
25,  1898,  married  Boyd  Roberts;  Sarah  Jane, 
born  December  9,  1900,  married  Byron  Dastrup; 
Clara  Lenore,  born  December  4,  1902,  married 
Charles  Stewart  Mason;  Alvera,  born  December 
31,  1904,  married  Walter  Devey;  Harold  Mark, 
born  April  30,  1907,  married  Laura  Belle 
Maughan;  Ronald  Soren,  born  May  26,  1915, 
married  Beth  Rose. 

Charles  C.  Creer  died  in  the  Utah  Valley  Hos- 
pital, Provo,  Utah,  December  11,  1939.  He  was 
in   his  seventy-fifth   year. 
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FLORENCE   CREER    KELSEY 

Florence  Creer  Kelsey,  daughter  of  Charles 
Cannon  and  Mary  Margaret  Peterson  Creer,  was 
born  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  December  12,  1892. 
She  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  eleven  child- 
ren. Florence  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Spanish  Fork  and  the  L.  D.  S.  Business  College 
at  Salt  Lake  City.  She  taught  school  at  Castilla, 
Utah  County,  and  for  several  years  was  librarian 
of  the  Spanish   Fork   High  School. 

On  November  14,  1916,  Florence  married  Ed- 
ward Kelsey  at  Rupert,  Idaho.  They  became  the 
parents  of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters.  The  eldest,  Helen  Selena  was  born 
January  21,  1918  in  Burly,  Idaho.  She  gradu- 
ated from  the  Utah  State  Agricultural  College, 
after  which  she  taught  English  in  the  Rigy  (Idaho) 
High  School  for  three  years.  She  married  Ed- 
ward Patton  September  26,  1943.  The  Pattons 
have  two  adopted  children:  Richard  Bruce,  born 
August  17,  1949;  and  Mary  Patricia,  born  Sep- 
tember 1,  1951.  They  reside  in  Carthage,  In- 
diana, where  Edward  is  an  instructor  of  agri- 
culture and  science  in  the  local  high  school. 
Charles  Edward,  the  eldest  son,  was  born  July 
13,  1919,  in  Burley,  Idaho.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Idaho.  On  September  18, 
1946,  he  married  Virginia  Schoode,  in  Perry- 
town,  Texas.  They  have  one  child,  a  daughter, 
born  July  3,  1949.  Charles  is  at  present  a  sales- 
man for  J.  R.  Simplot  Co.  in  Burley,  Idaho.  Wil- 
liam Henry,  the  second  son,  was  born  January 
13,  19?1  in  Burley,  Idaho.  On  November  6, 
1948,  he  married  Marcella  Yrusta  of  Shoshone, 
Idaho.  They  have  one  son,  William  Martin,  born 
August  22,  1949.  William  is  currently  engaged 
in   farming    and    stock    raising    in    Burley,    Idaho. 


EDWARD   RAYMOND   KELSEY 

J.  Robert  Kelsey,  the  third  son,  was  born  Aug- 
ust 22,  1922  in  Burley,  Idaho.  On  December 
23,  1950,  he  married  Delores  Florence  Herron,  in 
Magna,  Utah.  They  have  two  children:  Robert 
Edward,  born  September  25,  1952,  and  Debra 
Loyanne,  born  July  13,  1955.  Mary  Erma,  the 
second  daughter,  was  born  April  29,  1925,  in 
Burley,  Idaho.  On  April  14,  1946,  she  married 
Howard  Cryder  Parke,  a  graduate  of  Stanford 
University  Law  School.  Howard  and  Mary  Erma 
are  the  parents  of  four  children,  Mary  Kathleen, 
born  December  11,  1949;  Nancy  Elizabeth,  born 
October  26,  1950;  John  Howard,  born  January 
26,  1953,  and  Cynthia  Sue,  born  August  23, 
1955.  The  family  resides  in  Santa  Barbara,  Cali- 
fornia, where  Howard  is  engaged  in  the  private 
practice  of  law.  Anna  Mae,  the  youngest  daugh- 
ter, was  born  July  1,  1928.  On  October  1, 
1949,  she  married  Warren  Reid  Pace,  a  musician 
and  school  teacher  of  Elgin  and  LaGrande,  Ore- 
gon. They  have  one  child,  Thomas  Reid,  who 
was  born  March  9,  1952.  Warren  died  later  of 
cancer  and  Anna  Mae  married  Bobby  Gene 
Schults  November  23,  1956.  Bobby  is  the  son 
of  Charles  Leslie  and  Ethel  Shults  and  was  born 
March   6,    1927  at  Sanger,  California. 

Soon  after  their  marriage,  Edward  and  Flor- 
ence made  their  home  in  Declo,  Idaho, 
where  they  still  reside.  Since  1917,  Edward 
has  been  actively  and  profitably  engaged  with 
sheep,  cattle,  and  agricultural  interests.  Flor- 
ence is  an  active  member  of  the  Latter-day  Saints 
Church,  and  has  held  many  offices  in  its  aux- 
iliary organization.  She  is  also  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Pioneers.  Her 
hobbies  are  gardening,  sewing,  making  hooked 
rugs,   and   reading. 


28 


Helen   Kelsey   Patton 


Rickey  and  Mary  Patton 


Lee   Patton 


Edward  Raymond  Kelsey 
Edward  Raymond  Kelsey,  son  of  William  Hen- 
ry and  Selena  Beddoes  Kelsey,  was  born  in 
Springville,  Utah,  November  12,  1886.  As  a 
young  man,  he  worked  for  several  years  on 
the  railroad  in  Utah  County.  When  the  Minidoka 
dam  was  constructed,  making  available  water 
to  irrigate  the  desert  lands  of  southeastern  Idaho, 
Edward  purchased  a  farm  at  Declo.  Later  he 
averted   his  attention  to  sheep  raising   and  soon 


became  prominent  in  that  business.  His  fine 
Suffolk  sheep  have  been  shown  at  the  neighbor- 
ing county  and  state  fairs,  and  profitably  sold 
at  the  ram  sales  of  Filer  and  Pocatello,  Idaho, 
and  at  Salt  Lake  City,  and  Logan,  Utah.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  sheep  interests,  Mr.  Kelsey  has  also 
successfully  raised  cattle  and  operates  a  large 
farm  in  the  Burley,  Idaho,  district.  For  many 
years  he  has  played  a  prominent  role  in  the 
Republican  Party. 


Charles    Edward    Kelsey   family 


William   Henry   Kelsey  family 
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Family  of  J.   Robert  Kelsey 


Family  of  Erma   Kelsey  Parke 


Warren  Lee  Pace 


Bobby  Gene  Shults 

Anna  Mae  Kelsey  Pace  Shults 

Married  November  23,  1956 
at  Burley,  Idaho.  Bobby  is 
the  son  of  Charles  Leslie  and 
Ethel  Harris  Shults. 
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Thomas  Reed  Pace 


Anna  Mae  Kelsey  Pace  Shults 
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Charles  Clarence  and  Merl  Dahle  Creer 


Mary  Margaret,  Larry  David,  Charlene  Creer 


I 
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Jack  and  Carol  Anne 
Creer  Til  ley 


Allen  David  and  Dian 
Kaye  Ti  1  ley 


Marilyn  Jean  Creer  Cannon 
and  Russell  A.  Cannon 


CHARLES    CLARENCE   CREER 

Charles  Clarence  Creer,  second  child  of 
Charles  Cannon  and  Mary  Margaret  Peterson 
Creer,  was  born  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  July  30, 
1894.  After  attending  the  elementary 
public  schools  in  this  community,  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Lake  Shore  and  became  actively 
engaged  in  agriculture  and  stock  raising.  On 
July  5,  1922  he  married  Merl  Dahle,  daughter 
of  Neil  Dahle,  formerly  a  resident  of  Spanish 
Fork  but  now  residing  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Clar- 
ence and  Merl  are  the  parents  of  five  children: 
Carol  Anne  Til  ley,  (1929);  Marilyn  Jean  Cannon 
(1931);  Mary  Margaret  (1938);  Charlene  (1940); 
and  Larry  David  (1943).  The  family  home  is  in 
Spanish    Fork,    Utah. 


MERL  DAHLE  CREER 

Merl  Dahle  Creer,  daughter  of  Neil  and  Annie 
Davis  Dahle,  was  born  February  17,  1901,  in 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  After  attending  the  ele- 
mentary grades  and  high  school  of  this  com- 
munity, she  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  her  fa- 
ther's store.  She  served  as  teacher  in  the  ward 
Sunday  School  and  Mutual  Improvement  As- 
sociation. Clarence  and  Merl  are  the  parents  of 
five  children.  Carol  Anne  Tilley,  the  eldest,  re- 
sides in  Puente,  California;  Marilyn  Jean  Can- 
non in  Burbank,  California;  Mary  Margaret  was 
graduated  from  the  Spanish  Fork  High  School  in 
1956;  Charlene  and  Larry  David  are  living  with 
their   parents   at   Spanish    Fork. 
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ELIZABETH  ANN  CREER  ANDERSON 


JOSEPH    LESLIE    ANDERSON 


Elizabeth  Ann  Creer  Anderson  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1896,  the  third  of  a  family  of  eleven 
children  born  to  Charles  Cannon  and  Mary  Mar- 
garet Peterson  Creer.  She  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Spanish  Fork.  On  June  7,  1916 
she  married  Joseph  Leslie  Anderson  of  Ephraim, 
Utah.  For  the  next  twenty-nine  years  the  Ander- 
son family  lived  successively  at  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota;  Walla  Walla  and  Spokane,  Washing- 
ton; Burley,  Idaho;  and  Spanish  Fork,  Utah;  dur- 
ing which  time  the  husband  was  engaged  as 
salesman  for  various  manufacturers.  They  have 
resided  in  Salt  Lake  City  since  1945.  While  at 
Spanish  Fork,  Ann  served  as  Unit  President  of 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  and  later  as  State 
Department  Treasurer  of  this  organization.  At 
Burley,  Idaho,  she  played  a  prominent  part  in 
local  communal  associations  and  organized  the 
Burley  Study  Club  and  served  as  its  first  presi- 
dent in  1944.  At  Salt  Lake  City,  she  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Lady  Lions  Club  for  two  years,  the 
Ladies  of  Elks  for  two  years  and  the  University 
of  Utah  Mothers  Club  for  six  years.  She  was 
secretary  of  the  latter  organization  for  three 
years. 

Ann  has  always  been  an  active  member  of  the 
Latter-day  Saints  Church.  Currently,  she  is  a 
member  of  the  Wasatch  Ward  Relief  Society.  In 
1951,  she  spent  four  months  with  her  son  John 
in  Hawaii.  She  visited  all  islands  of  the  Hawaiian 
group  and  spoke  in  several  churches  and  before 


several  clubs  while  there.  She  has  travelled 
widely  throughout  the  United  States.  Her  chief 
hobbies  are  club  work,  knitting,  needlepoint, 
handcraft  work  and  bowling. 

Joseph  Leslie  and  Elizabeth  Ann  Anderson 
are  the  parents  of  three  sons.  Joseph  Ledru,  the 
eldest,  was  born  March  9,  1917,  in  Spanish  Fork, 
Utah.  In  1934,  he  married  Dorothy  Spencer  but 
was  later  divorced  in  1946.  Ledru  and  Dorothy 
became  the  parents  of  two  children:  Jerry  Lee, 
born  August  10,  1936;  and  Steven  Craig,  born 
April  10,  1945.  Ledru  later  married  Zora  Vivian 
Newsome  Beesley  on  June  7,  1952.  She  has 
three  children  by  her  first  husband,  Howard  B. 
Beesley:  Monte,  Jeanne,  and  Connie.  At  present 
Ledru  is  employed  as  supervisor  of  the  Navy 
Supply  Depot  at  Clearfield,  Utah.  Darrel,  the 
second  son,  was  born  August  15,  1920  and  died 
a  month  later  on  September  19.  John  Emmert, 
the  youngest  son,  was  born  November  3,  1923. 
He  fulfilled  a  mission  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands 
for  the  Latter-day  Saints  Church  from  1946  to 
1948  and  then  taught  in  Wainaii,  Oahu,  T.  H. 
for  a  year  and  in  the  Granite  School  District, 
Salt  Lake  County  for  four  years.  Currently  he 
operates  a  music  studio  in  Salt  Lake  City  and 
sells  musical  instruments  and  teaches  drums  and 
the  accordion.  On  August  5,  1955,  John  married 
Day  Kingsford  in  the  Logan  Temple.  John  and 
Day  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  John  Kevin  Ander- 
son, who  was  born  February  22,   1957. 
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Joseph  Ledru  and  Zora  Newsome  Anderson 

JOSEPH    LESLIE    ANDERSON 

Joseph  Leslie  Anderson  was  born  at  Ephraim, 
Utah,  January  16,  1894.  He  is  the  son  of  Joseph 
Peter  and  Josephine  Christinca  Monson  Peter- 
son Anderson.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Ephraim  and  came  to  Spanish  Fork 
in  1915  as  a  timekeeper  for  the  Dywer  Con- 
struction Company  concerned  at  the  time  with 
the  building  of  a  sugar  factory  at  Leland.  He 
married  Ann  Creer,  daughter  of  Charles  Cannon 
and  Margaret  Peterson   Creer  in    1916. 

Leslie  was  a  salesman  for  a  typewriter  firm 
at  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  1918-1920  and  for 
a  coal  company  in  Walla  Walla  and  Spokane, 
Washington,  1920-1922.  For  several  years  there- 
after he  was  employed  as  salesman  for  different 
companies  operating  in  and  out  of  Spanish  Fork. 
He  moved  to  Burley,  Idaho,  in  1936  and  there 
for  six  years  operated  as  salesman  for  the  firm 
of  John  Scowcroft  and  Sons.  While  at  Burley, 
he  served  as  President  of  the  Lions  Club  in  1941 
and  chairman  of  the  National  Foundation  for 
Infantile  Paralysis  for  Cassia  County.  In  1942, 
he  represented  the  Burley  Lions  Club  at  the  inter- 
national convention,  held  at  Toronto,  Ontario, 
Canada. 

He  returned  to  Salt  Lake  City  in  1945,  where 
he  now  resides.  At  present  he  is  a  manufacturer's 
representative  for  several  large  factories  in  Cali- 
fornia dealing  primarily  with  furniture.  He  has 
travelled  extensively  throughout  the  United 
States,  Canada,  Mexico  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 


Jerry  Lee  Anderson 


Steven  Craig  Anderson 


John  Emmert  and  Day  Kingsford  Anderson 
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Lillian   Creer    Roberts 


Boyd  Roberts 


LILLIAN  CREER  ROBERTS 

Lillian  Creer  Roberts,  daughter  of  Charles 
Cannon  and  Mary  Margaret  Peterson  Creer,  was 
born  in  Spanish  Fork,  November  26,  1898.  She 
attended  the  public  schools  of  this  community 
and  graduated  from  the  high  school  there.  On 
March  19,  1925  she  married  Boyd  Roberts  of 
Provo,  Utah.  The  young  couple  have  made  their 
home  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada;  Provo,  Utah  and 
Costa    Mesa,    California. 

Lillian  has  always  been  active  in  Latter-day 
Saints  Church  work,  serving  as  first  counselor  in 
the  Young  Ladies  Mutual  Improvement  Associa- 
tion of  the  Spanish  Fork  First  Ward  for  five  years 
and  first  counselor  of  the  Huntington  Branch, 
California  Relief  Society  for  four  years.  She  was 
organist  of  the  Costa  Mesa  Ward  Relief  Society 
for  twelve  years.  She  has  been  an  officer  and 
board  member  of  the  Newport  Harbor  High 
School  Parent  Teachers  Association.  Lillian  lists 
as  her  hobbies:  ceramics,  leather  work,  copper 
work,  textile  painting   and  china   painting. 

Boyd  and  Lillian  became  the  parents  of  four 
sons,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Of  those 
surviving,  Boyd  Creer,  the  eldest,  was  born 
May  10,  1926  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada.  In  1950 
Boyd  graduated  from  the  University  of  Utah 
with  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  Electrical  En- 
aineering.  At  present  he  is  employed  in  the 
Guided  Missiles  Division  at  Lockheed  Aircraft 
Corporation  at  Burbank,  California.  On  March 
18,  1949,  he  married  Lois  Lavon  Bushnell  in  the 
Salt  Lake  Temple.  Boyd  and  Lois  have  one 
daughter,  Rita.    William  Kenneth,  the  second  son, 


BOYD  ROBERTS 

Boyd  Roberts,  son  of  Benjamin  M.  and  Sarah 
Ann  Milner  Roberts,  was  born  in  Provo,  Utah, 
March  23,  1898.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of 
fifteen  children.  His  father  was  the  first  white 
child  born  at  Fort  Supply,  a  Mormon  settlement 
in   Wyoming. 

Boyd  attended  the  public  schools  and  the 
Brigham  Young  University  in  Provo,  Utah.  He 
early  became  interested  in  agriculture  and  was 
field  representative  for  the  South  Coast  Canning 
Company.  On  March  19,  1925  he  married  Lillian 
Creer  daughter  of  Charles  Cannon  and  Mary 
Margaret  Peterson  Creer.  Since  1944,  the  fam- 
ily has  resided  in  Costa  Mesa,  California,  where 
Boyd    is    employed    in    road    construction    work. 

was  born  December  10,  1928,  in  Provo,  Utah. 
He  was  graduated  from  the  California  State  Poly- 
technic College  in  San  Luis  Obispo  in  1952  with 
a  Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  in  Animal  Hus- 
bandry. At  present  he  is  attending  Washington 
State  College  at  Pullman,  Washington,  where 
he  anticipates  receiving  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Philosophy  in  Animal  Nutrition.  On  September 
1,  1956,  Kenneth  married  Joan  Coralie  Wharton, 
a  graduate  of  Washington  State  College.  She 
was  born  March  14,  1934,  in  Bellingham,  Wash- 
ington. James  Creer,  the  youngest  son,  was  born 
August  27,  1934,  in  Provo  Utah.  At  present  he 
is  attending  the  State  Polytechnic  College  at  San 
Luis  Obispo,  California,  where  he  is  majoring 
in   Soil   Science. 
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Boyd  Creer  and   Lois   Lavon   Bushnell, 
and   daughter   Rita. 


William  Kenneth  Roberts 


Joan   Coralie  Wharton 
Roberts 


Back  row:  Charles  Cannon  Creer,  Clarence,  Florence,  Ann;  Front:   Harold,  Clara, 
Lillian,  Sarah,  Alvera  and  Mary  Margaret;  insert:  Ronald. 


MARY  MARGARET  PETERSON  CREER 
Mary  Margaret  Peterson  Creer  was  born  in 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  April  25,  1871.  She  was  the 
eldest  of  ten  children  born  to  Soren  and  Mar- 
garet Matilda  Rigtrup  Peterson.  In  1880,  three 
of  the  children  died  of  diphtheria  and  on  May 
11,  1886  her  mother  died,  leaving  Mary,  then 
only  fifteen  years  old,  in  charge  of  six  children. 
Her  father  owned  one  of  the  first  organs  in 
Spanish  Fork,  and  Mary  acquired  an  interest  in 
music.  For  many  years  she  sang  in  the  Fourth 
Ward    Choir    and    was    oraanist    of    several    aux- 


iliary organizations  of  that  ward.  On  March  25, 
1892,  she  married  Charles  Cannon  Creer  at 
Manti,  Utah.  To  this  union  were  born  eleven 
children,  nine  of  whom  survive. 

After  about  fifteen  years  of  married  life,  she 
met  with  a  severe  accident  when  returning  from 
their  dry  farm  in  Thistle  Valley.  This  unfortunate 
circumstance  rendered  her  an  invalid  for  the 
rest  of  her  life.  However,  despite  her  handicap 
and  suffering,  Mary  Margaret  always  remained 
cheerful  and  pleasant.  She  died  in  Spanish  Fork 
Utah,  September  25,    1926. 


35 


y^m 


SARAH   JANE  CREER   DASTRUP 

Sarah  Jane  Creer  Dastrup,  daughter  of  Charles 
Cannon  and  Mary  Margaret  Peterson  Creer,  was 
born  in  Spanish  Fork,  December  9,  1900.  She 
attended  the  public  schools  in  Spanish  Fork  and 
the  L.  D.  S.  Business  College  in  Salt  Lake  City. 
Interested  in  music,  Sarah  Jane  studied  vocal 
lessons  from  Miss  Margaret  Summerhays  and  in 
1927  sang  in  the  opera,  "Romeo  and  Juliet," 
with  Emma  Lucy  Gates  singing  the  leading  role. 
From  1918-1922,  she  was  employed  in  the  Utah 
County  Assessor's  and  Recorder's  offices  at  Pro- 
vo,  Utah.  On  June  7,  1922,  Sarah  Jane  Creer 
married  Ephraim  Byron  Dastrup.  For  sixteen 
years  the  Dastrups  made  their  home  in  Provo  and 
Salt  Lake  City.  Then  in  1942  the  family  moved 
to  Payson  where  Sarah  Jane  for  thirteen  years 
served  as  clerk  in  their  mercantile  institution. 

Mrs.  Dastrup  has  been  very  active  in  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  Units  of  both  Payson 
and  Provo,  serving  as  President  of  the  latter  in 
1929  and  as  State  Treasurer  in  1931  and  1932. 
For  two  years  she  served  as  President  of  the 
Parent  Teachers  Association  of  Provo.  For  many 
years  she  has  been  active  in  church  auxiliary 
organizations— Sunday  School,  Relief  Society,  Pri- 
mary, Mutual  Improvement  Association  and  Ju- 
nior Seminary  in  Spanish  Fork,  Provo,  Payson 
and  Salt  Lake  City.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Singing  Mothers  Central  Chorus  in  Salt  Lake 
City  for  five  years. 


EPHRAIM    BYRON    DASTRUP 

Ephraim  Byron  Dastrup  was  born  and  lived 
in  Sigurd,  Utah  for  eight  years.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Sigurd,  Loa,  Huntsville, 
Manti  and  Salt  Lake  City  and  later  enrolled  in 
the  L.  D.  S.  Business  College  and  the  Brigham 
Young  University.  Byron  served  in  the  United 
States  Army  during  World  War  I  and  was  sta- 
tioned at  Camp  McArthur,  Waco,  Texas. 

Mr.  Dastrup  has  been  active  in  musical  cir- 
cles sicne  1912.  He  has  played  the  trumpet 
with  the  Wilde,  Warner  Stone  and  Verdi  Brein- 
holt  orchestras  and  the  Provo  and  Epperson 
bands.  From  1922  to  1929,  he  played  in  the 
Columbia  Theatre  Orchestra  at  Provo.  In  1930 
he  organized  and  directed  the  Dance  Band  ad- 
vertised as  "Byron  Dastrup  and  His  Music" 
which  continued  in  operation  until   1943. 

From  1919  to  1926,  Byron  served  as  Deputy 
County  Clerk  of  Utah  County  and  from  1926- 
1930  as  Clerk.  During  the  thirties  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Provo  City  Power  Company.  In 
1942,  he  purchased  a  store  in  Payson,  Utah, 
known  today  as  the  "Dastrups,"  which  advertises 
for  sale,   gifts,   sporting   goods,   and   confections. 

Ephraim  Byron  Dastrup  married  Sarah  Jane 
Creer  June  7,  1922.  Byron  and  Sarah  Jane  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Sarah  Jane  Dastrup 
Dixon  and  Byron  Creer  Dastrup.  They  also  have 
eight  grandchildren. 
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Eldon  Arnold  Dixon  and  Sarah  Jean  Dastrup  Dixon 
and  sons  Eldon  Reed,  Larry  Dean,  Dennis  Dastrup 
and  Rodger  Duane. 


The  Dastrups  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Sarah  Jean  and  Byron.  Sarah  Jean,  the  daugh- 
ter, born  April  5,  1925,  attended  the  Brigham 
Young  University,  and  studied  music  there,  spe- 
cializing in  piano.  She  also  studied  at  the  Mc- 
Cune  School  of  Music  in  Salt  Lake  City.  For 
several  years  she  was  pianist  in  her  father's 
dance  band  at  Provo.  Sarah  Jean  has  taught 
piano  lessons  for  twelve  years  and  has  ready 
for  publication  a  collection  of  songs  for  children 
enrolled  in  Latter-day  Saints  auxiliary  organiza- 
tions. On  June  4,  1945,  she  married  Eldon  Arn- 
old Dixon,  son  of  Arnold  and  Letitia  May  Banks 
Dixon.  He  was  born  June  5,  1921,  at  Provo, 
Utah.  Eldon  has  a  distinguished  war  record.  He 
spent  thirty-seven  months  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  serving  in  the  South  Pacific  sector.  Then 
he  attended  the  Brigham  Young  University,  grad- 
uating in  1949  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science  with  a  major  in  art.  As  a  commercial 
artist,  he  has  already  won  unusual  national  dis- 
tinction. Eldon  and  Sarah  Jean  are  the  parents 
of  four  sons:  Eldon  Reed,  born  September  1, 
1946;  Larry  Dean,  born  January  3,  1949;  Dennie 
Dastrup,  born  October  2,  1950;  and  Roger 
Dwane,  born  June  4,   1953. 

Byron,  the  son,  born  October  16,  1927,  spent 
two  years  in  the  Merchant  Marines,  receiving 
his  training  at  Catalina  Island,  California,  where 
he  was  graduated  among  the  top  three  in  his 
class.  On  November  12,  1947,  he  married 
Ericka  Binder.  She  was  born  October  28,  1928, 
in  Ulm,  Germany.  The  young  couple  are  the 
parents  of  four  lovely  daughters:  Romaele, 
Paulette,  Jeanette  and  Julianne.  Ericka  writes: 
"I  derive  much  pleasure  from  my  hobby  of  dec- 
orating   birthday    and    wedding    cakes." 


Byron    Creer    Dastrup    and    Erika    Binder    Dastrup,    and    children, 
Ronaele,  Paulette,  Jeanette  and  Julianne. 
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CLARA  LENORE  CREER  MASON 

Clara  Lenore  Creer,  daughter  of  Charles  Can- 
non and  Mary  Margaret  Creer,  was  born  in  Span- 
ish Fork,  Utah,  December  4,  1902.  She  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Spanish  Fork  and  the  Brig- 
ham  Young  University  where  she  was  graduated 
with  a  Bachelor  of  Science  Degree,  speech-Arts 
major,  in  1925.  She  then  taught  in  the  Junior 
High  School  at  Ephraim,  Utah,  and  the  Madison 
High  School  at  Rexburg,  Idaho.  She  married 
Charles  Stewart  Mason  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple, 
March    31,    1926. 

Clara  has  been  active  in  Latter-day  Saints 
Church  activities,  serving  as  stake  and  ward 
drama  and  speech-arts  director,  Relief  Society 
teacher,  and  Sunday  School  teacher.  From  1941 
to  1944,  she  was  named  President  of  the  Nampa 
Stake  Relief  Society. 

Richard  John  Mason,  son  of  Charles  Stewart 
and  Clara  Creer  Mason,  was  born  July  27,  1931, 
at  Star,  Ada  County,  Idaho.  Currently  he  is  em- 
ployed by  a  Boise  engineering  firm  as  designer 
and  draftsman.  On  August  28,  1956,  Richard 
married  Jane  Smith,  a  professional  physical  ther- 
apist. She  was  born  May  17,  1933,  in  Sebago 
Lake,  Maine. 


CHARLES  STEWART  MASON 

Charles  Stewart  Mason,  son  of  Walter  Ballard 
and  Katie  Sophie  Mayer  Mason,  was  born  in 
Amite,  Tangipahoa  County,  Louisiana.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Pleasant  Grove, 
Payson,  and  Salt  Lake  City,  and  the  University 
of  Utah.  He  served  as  a  missionary  for  the 
Latter-day  Saints  Church,  1920-1922,  assigned  to 
the  Western  States  Mission.  From  1939  to  1944, 
he  served  as  Stake  Superintendent  of  the  Nampa 
Stake  Sunday  Schools. 

From  1925  to  1935  he  was  engaged  in  the 
Retail  Grocery  business;  and  since  1935  in  Life 
Insurance.  On  March  31,  1926,  he  married  Clara 
Creer,  daughter  of  Charles  Cannon  and  Mary 
Margaret  Peterson  Creer.  The  family  has  resided 
in  Rexburg,  Nampa  and  Boise,  Idaho. 


Richard  John  Mason 


Jane  Smith  Mason 
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ALVERA   CREER    DEVEY 

Alvera  Creer  Devey,  daughter  of  Charles  Can- 
non and  Mary  Margaret  Peterson  Creer,  was 
born  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  December  30,  1904. 
She  attended  the  public  schools  of  Spanish  Fork 
and  was  chosen  valedictorian  of  her  high  school 
graduating  class  in  1922.  From  1922-1924  she 
attended  the  Brigham  Young  University  serving 
as  secretary  of  the  freshman  class  and  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Y.  E.  A.  In  both  high  school  and 
college,  Alvera  played  a  prominent  role  in  dra- 
matics. During  net  sophomore  year,  she  per- 
formed as  reader  for  the  Brigham  Young  Uni- 
versity Band  on  their  scheduled  tours.     In    1924, 


WALTER   BOLEY   DEVEY 

she  was  awarded  the  Normal  Diploma  at  the 
Brigham  Young  University  and  the  following 
year  taught  Reading  and  English  in  the  Tooele 
Junior    High    School. 

Alvera  has  always  been  active  in  L.  D.  S. 
church  activities,  serving  as  teacher  and  officer 
in  ward  primaries,  Sunday  School  and  Relief 
Societies.  On  November  14,  1925,  she  married 
Walter  B.  Devey  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  Since 
1947  she  has  actively  assisted  her  husband  in 
the  operation  of  a  men's  clothing  store  which 
he   owns    in    American    Fork. 


Walter  Creer  Devey  Kathleen  Devey  Lyons 


Charles  Richard  Devey     Carol   Mary   Devey   Pulley 
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Kathleen  Devey  Lyons,  Karen,  Anita 
Kent  Ivans  Lyons 


Carol  Mary  Devey  Pulley,  Mary  Adel. 
Jarrel,  and  Jarrel  Ray  Pulley 


Walter  Boley  Devey 

Walter  Boley  Devey,  son  of  Walter  Avery  and 
Maacah  Ellen  Boley  Devey  was  born  April  13, 
1904,  in  American  Fork,  Utah.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  American  Fork,  Utah,  gradu- 
ating from  high  school  there  in  1922.  In  high 
school  he  was  recognized  for  his  qualities  of 
leadership,  serving  as  president  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Club,  the  Junior  Class  and  the  Student 
Body  during  his  senior  year.  He  then  attended 
the  Brigham  Young  University  and  the  Utah  State 
Agricultural   College  for  three  years. 

On  November  14,  1925,  he  married  Alvera 
Creer,  youngest  daughter  of  Charles  Cannon  and 
Mary  Elizabeth  Peterson  Creer,  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Temple.  They  became  the  parets  of  four  child- 
ren: Walter  Creer,  born  March  21,  1927;  Kath- 
leen (Mrs.  Kent  Ivans  Lyons),  born  June  5,  1930; 
Charles  Richard,  born  August  13,  1932;  and 
Carol  Mary  (Mrs.  Jarrel  Ray  Pulley),  born  March 
31,    1935. 

Walter  Creer,  when  eleven  years  of  age, 
met  with  an  accident  while  riding  on  his  bicycle 
which  developed  into  a  brain  injury  from  which 
he  died  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  1949.  He  was  in 
his  twenty-third  year.  Kathleen  resides  with  her 
husband  in  Burlev,  Idaho,  where  Kent  is  associ- 
ated   with    his    father    as    a    building    contractor. 


They  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters:  Karen, 
born  June  12,  1952;  and  Anita,  born  June  8, 
1955.  Charles  Richard  attended  the  Brigham 
Young  University  where  he  was  prominent  in 
forensics,  fulfilled  a  mission  to  England  for  the 
Latter-day  Saints  Church  and  currently  is  serving 
in  the  United  States  Army.  Carol  Mary  has  been 
active  in  musical  activities.  Her  husband,  Jarrel 
Jay  Pulley,  was  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Utah  with  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in 
marketing.  This  fall  he  enrolled  at  the  University 
of  California  at  Los  Angeles  where  he  was 
awarded  a  teaching  fellowship. 

For  a  number  of  years  Walter  Devey  was  en- 
gaged in  farming,  poultry  raising  and  dairying. 
He  now  owns  and  operates  a  men's  clothing 
store  in  American  Fork,  Utah.  Always  very  ac- 
tive in  L.  D.  S.  church  work,  Walter  has  served 
as  teacher,  counselor  and  superintendent  of  both 
ward  and  stake  Sunday  Schools.  He  was  bishop 
of  the  American  Fork  Third  Ward  for  more  than 
six  years.  For  twenty  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  American  Fork  volunteer  Fire  Department 
and  its  chief  for  more  than  five  years.  He  has 
served  as  City  Councilman  for  four  years.  At 
present  he  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Dir- 
ectors of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  a 
member   of    Rotary   Club. 
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Nancy  Louise,  Steven  Maughn,  John  Wayne,  Mary  Eizabeth     Harold  Mark,  Joanna,  Laura  Belle 


HAROLD   MARK   CREER 

Harold  Mark  Creer,  son  of  Charles  Cannon 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  Peterson  Creer,  was  born  in 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  April  30,  1907.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  Spanish  Fork  High  School 
in  1925  and  then  attended  the  Brigham  Young 
University  for  two  years.  From  1927  to  1930, 
he  fulfilled  a  mission  for  the  Latter-day  Saints 
Church  to  Germany.  Following  his  return  to 
Utah,  he  attended  the  University  of  Utah  and 
Louisiana  State  University  at  New  Orleans  for 
four  years.  After  his  father's  death  in  1939, 
Harold  and  his  brother  Clarence  assumed  the 
responsibility  of  working  his  father's  farm.  On 
January  1,  1945,  he  was  appointed  Postmaster 
of  Spanish  Fork.  He  held  that  position  until  1952 
and  then  because  of  the  press  of  agricultural 
interests  was  transferred  at  his  own  request  to 
a  rural  mail  carrying  route.  Today  he  owns  and 
operates  his  own  farm  at  Lake  Shore. 

In  1938,  Harold  married  Laura  Belle  Maughan 
in  the  Manti  Temple.  She  was  born  in  Preston, 
Idaho,  November  7,  1913,  a  daughter  of 
George  H.  Maughan,  an  instructor  at  Ricks  Col- 
lege, Rexburg,  Idaho.  Sparked  by  her  father's 
educational  ambition,  the  Maughan  family  moved 
to  Ithica,  New  York,  where  the  father,  George, 
received    the    degree    of    Doctor    of    Philosophy 


from  Cornell  University  and  five  of  his  children 
including  Laura  earned  Bachelor,  Masters,  or  Ph.D. 
degrees  at  the  same  institution.  Laura  taught  two 
years  (1935-1937)  in  the  Newfield  High  School, 
New  York,  and  one  year  at  the  Payson,  Utah, 
High  School.  Harold  and  Laura  are  the  par- 
ents of  five  children:  Mary  Elizabeth,  born 
March  11,  1939;  John  Wayne,  born  February  8, 
1940;  Stephen  Maughan,  born  November  18, 
1942;  Nancy  Louise,  born  November  11,  1945; 
and  Joanna,  born  December  8,   1952. 

Harold  has  been  active  in  Kiwanis  Club  circles, 
serving  as  local  club  president  and  also  as  gov- 
ernor of  Division  I  of  the  Utah-Idaho  Kiwanis 
District.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  served 
as  chairman  of  the  Spanish  Fork  River  Flood 
Control  Committee,  representing  approximately 
one  hundred  farmers  along  the  river.  For  four 
years  he  was  President  of  his  ward  Elders  Quor- 
um, and  is  now  beginning  the  seventeenth  con- 
secutive year  as  teacher  of  the  Adult  class  in 
Sunday  School. 

Laura  has  been  Stake  M.I.A.  Speech  Director, 
Co-ordinator  of  Ward  Jr.  Sunday  School,  and  is 
presently  Ward  Primary  President.  In  1952  she 
served  as  President  of  the  Garden  Club.  That 
same  year  she  was  instigator  and  chairman  of 
a  city  beautification  project  to  replant  the  city 
park. 
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First  Row— Joyce  Ann,,  Ronald  S.,  Curtis  D 
Second  Row— Richard  Lynn, 

Ronald  Soren  Creer,  youngest  child  of  Charles 
Cannon  and  Mary  Margaret  Peterson  Creer,  was 
born  May  26,  1915,  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Spanish  Fork, 
graduating  from  the  High  School  there  in  1933. 
He  married  Beth  Rose,  daughter  of  Albert  Leo 
and  LaVera  Charolette  Granis  Rose,  in  1936.  She 
was  one  of  a  family  of  twelve  children  and  was 
born  at  Lake  Shore,  September  1,  1920.  They 
are  the  parents  of  six  children,  five  sons  and 
one  daughter.  Ronald  D.,  the  eldest,  was  born 
September  21,  1936.  He  graduated  from  the 
Spanish  Fork  High  School  and  is  presently  at- 
tending Snow  College  at  Ephraim,  Utah.  Charles 
Albert  was  born  September  26,  1939,  and  died 
in  1943  from  complications  following  red  meas- 
les. Joyce  Ann,  the  only  daughter,  was  born 
September  22,  1940.  On  August  7,  1944,  the 
fourth  child,  Richard  Lynn,  was  born.  There  are 
two  other  sons,  Douglas  Ray,  born  May  26,  1949, 
and  Curtis  Duane,  born  Jan.   10,  1953. 

Ronald  Creer  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
farming  during  his  entire  adult  life.  He  owns 
his  own  farm  and  engages  in  trucking  as  an  ad- 
ditional vocation.  He  presently  is  employed  by 
the  Premium  Oil  Company  as  truck  driver  and 
attendant.  He  has  served  as  ward  Sunday  School 
Superintendent  for  six  years  and  as  Scoutmaster 
for  eight.  He  was  also  President  of  the  ward 
Young  Men's  Mutual  Improvement  Association. 
His  wife  Beth  has  been  active  in  Primary,  Mu- 
tual  and   Relief  Society  organizations. 
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uane,  Beth  R.,  Douglas  Ray. 
Ronald  Deloy. 

SARAH    ANN    CREER 

Sarah  Ann  Creer  was  born  April  23,  1867  in 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  She  was  the  only  daughter 
of  William  and  Sarah  Jane  Bradley  Creer, 
and  the  fifth  child  in  a  family  of  nine,  eight  boys 
and  one  girl.  Her  brothers  were  William  Miller 
who  died  in  infancy;  Joseph  Edward,  James  Mor- 
ris, Charles  Cannon,  Alvin  Robert,  Thomas  Oli- 
ver, John   Preston,  and   Roger  William. 

As  a  young  girl,  she  assisted  her  mother  with 
the  many  household  tasks— cleaning,  cooking 
and  candle  making.  Aunt  Sarah  Ann,  as  she 
was  lovingly  called  by  her  brothers  and  their 
families,  was  an  especially  good  cook.  Her  nut- 
meg cookies  became  famous  and  were  always 
in  demand.  After  grandfather  Creer's  death, 
Sarah  Ann  lived  with  her  mother  and  took  good 
care  of  her,  then  after  her  mother  passed  away 
in  November,  1902,  she  lived  with  each  of  her 
brothers  in  turn,  spending  most  of  her  time 
with  Roger  William. 

She  was  a  faithful  Latter-day  Saint  and  partici- 
pated in  the  church  auxiliary  organizations,  such 
as  Sunday  School,  Young  Ladies  Mutual  Improve- 
ment Association,  and  Relief  Society.  She  loved 
to  visit  her  many  friends  and  relatives  and  al- 
ways reserved  Sunday  afternoons  for  this  pur- 
pose. She  was  a  member  of  the  J.  Wylie  Thomas 
Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  Utah  Pioneers. 

Aunt  Sarah  Ann  died  January  9,  1946,  fol- 
lowing an  illness  of  several  weeks  from  a  heart 
ailment.    She  was  in  her  seventy-ninth  year. 


ALVIN    ROBERT    CREER 

Alvin  Robert  Creer,  sixth  child  of  William  and 
Sarah  Jane  Bradley  Creer,  was  born  in  Spanish 
Fork,  Utah,  October  15,  1870.  In  his  early 
youth,  he  herded  cows  on  the  New  Survey  Farm, 
known  now  as  Leland.  On  Saturdays,  he  helped 
his  mother  with  candle-making,  churning  butter, 
and  scouring  and  polishing  brass  buckets.  The 
first  school  that  Alvin  attended  was  a  little  adobe 
school  house,  located  where  the  Thurber  School 
now  stands.  His  teachers  were  James  Higginson, 
Eliza  Jane  Higginson,  Mary  Ann  McClain,  Ar- 
mintha  Wilkins,  E.  A.  Wilson,  Joseph  A.  Rees, 
and   George   H.   Brimhall. 


SARAH    ANN    CREER 


HANNAH    BECK   CREER 

In  his  late  teens  Alvin  Robert  became  affili- 
ated with  a  dramatic  club,  which  presented  such 
plays  as  East  Lynn,  Ten  Nights  in  a  Bar  Room, 
the  Two  Lovers,  and  the  Rose  of  Etric  Vale,  on  an 
improvised  stage  in  Pat  McKee's  home.  The 
players  included  Sarah  Ann  AAcKee,  Cal  Pace, 
Mary  Evans,  Charles  Evans,  Wellington  Wood, 
Francis  Snell,  Thomas  O.  Creer,  and  Alvin  Robert 
Creer.  Admission  tickets  were  purchased  with 
applies,  parched  corn  and  molasses  candy. 

Alvin  was  fifteen  years  old  when  he  assumed 
the  responsibilities  of  his  father's  farm  at  Leland. 
His  father,  William  Creer,  was  the  first  beet 
grower  agent  for  the  Utah-Idaho  Sugar  Company, 
and  Alvin  and  James  Warner  planted  the  first 
sugar  beets  in  the  state.  They  were  planted  on 
the  Joseph  E.  Beck  farm.  The  occasion  was  a  gala 
one;  between  fifty  and  seventy-five  farmers, 
including  Superintendent  T.  R.  Cutler  and  George 
Austin  of  Lehi  were  there  to  witness  the  planting. 
Alvin  Robert,  always  intensely  interested  in  agri- 
culture, became  recognized  as  one  of  the  best 
farmers   in   Utah  County. 

Alvin  married  Hannah  Beck,  daughter  of  John 
Forsythe  and  Mary  Hopkins  Beck,  October  19, 
1892.  They  were  married  in  the  Manti  Temple 
by  Anthon  H.  Lund,  long  time  friend  of  the 
Creer  and  Beck  families.  They  moved  at  once 
into  their  new  home  at  Leland,  which  is  still 
standing.  Alvin  and  Hannah  were  real  pioneers 
of  the  New  Survey  Settlement  (Leland)  since 
they  were  among  the  first  of  the  married  couples 
to  settle  there. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  few  families  of  the  settle- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  selecting  a  name  for  the 
little    community,    father     submitted    the     name 
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"Leland"  and  this  name  was  chosen.  Thomas 
O.  Creer,  his  brother,  had  been  attending  a  con- 
vention at  Palo  Alto,  California,  and  through 
this  experience,  and  the  enthusiasm  of  Thomas 
for  Leland  Stanford,  founder  of  the  great  univer- 
sity there,  the  name  "Leland"  was  suggested  by 
Alvin,  an  attractive  name  for  the  future  townsite. 

Alvin  Robert,  proud  of  the  little  settlement 
which  was  to  be  his  home  for  the  next  thirty-one 
years,  was  always  willing  to  help  and  to  initiate 
any  needed  improvements  for  the  community. 
Alma  Charles  Davis,  William  Bowen,  and  Alvin 
were  selected  as  a  committee  to  establish  a  Rural 
Free  Delivery  of  mail  service  to  Leland.  Alvin 
was  chosen  supervisor  of  the  local  canal,  and  was 
active  in  procuring  electric  lights,  telephone  ser- 
vice and  hard  surfaced  roads  for  Leland.  For 
eighteen  years,  he  served  on  the  South  Field 
Irrigation  Board.  He  was  a  member  of  the  build- 
ing committee  which  developed  plans  for  the 
erection  of  the  first  ward  house  and  communal 
center  for  this  town  in   1903. 

When  the  Creer  family  moved  to  Spanish  Fork 
in  1923,  Alvin  continued  his  civic  interests  there. 
He  served  as  vice-president  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Utah  Poultry  Producers  Associa 
tion  of  Spanish  Fork,  in  which  capaci+y  he  headed 
a  committee  to  evolve  plans  for  the  erection  of 
a  communal  poultry  plant  which  now  stands  on 
First  North  and  First  East  Streets.  For  several 
years  he  served  on  the  Strawberry  Water  Users 
Board,  and  was  made  chairman  of  the  finance 
committee  of  that  organization.  This  r^soensi- 
bility  necessitated  his  attendance  at  frequent 
conventions  held  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Denver  Color- 
ado; Billings,  Montana;  Boise,  Idaho;  Phoenix, 
Arizona;   and   Washington,    D.  C. 

Alvin  Robert  was  always  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Latter-day  Saints  Church.  He  was 
a  faithful  member  of  that  organization,  working 
actively  along  with  his  wife  in  the  various  auxili- 
aries—Sunday School,  Young  Men's  Mutual  Im- 
provement Association,  Old  Folks  Committee, 
and  Priesthood  activities.  His  dauahter  Ruth 
writes:  "While  he  served  as  Sunday  School  Sup- 
erintendent, we  had  the  honor,  many  times,  of 
entertaining  the  Stake  leaders,  and  members  of 
the  various  Stake  Boards,  in  our  home.  I'm  sure 
that  one  thing  we  will  all  remember  is  our  home 
always  open  to  our  friends  and  associates,  and 
remember  our  mother  as  a  very  gracious  hostess. 
Many  times  on  Sunday  our  home  was  a  gathering 
place  for  young  people.  We  would  visit,  gather 
around  the  piano  and  sing,  and  Mother  would 
also  have  something  prepared  to  serve  for  re- 
freshments, and  many  times  a  hot  dinner  was 
served."  Alvin  Robert  served  as  a  missionary 
for  the  Latter-day  Saints  Church  in  the  Northern 
States  Mission  for  two  years.  He  was  ordained 
to  the  offices  of  Elder,  Seventy  and  High  Priest 
respectively,    and    for    many   years   was    a    home 


missionary  in  both  the  Nebo  and  Palmyra  stakes. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Creer  was  a  staunch  Demo- 
crat. He  served  two  terms  in  the  state  legislature 
(1929-1931  and  1933-1935).  From  1931-1933  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Utah  State  Tax  Commis- 
sion. For  some  time  he  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  of  Spanish  Fork. 

Alvin  Robert  Creer  died  at  the  family  home 
in  Spanish  Fork,  357  South  Main  Street,  Novem- 
ber 13,  1949,  twenty-nine  days  after  his  seventy- 
ninth    birthday. 

HANNAH    BECK   CREER 

Hannah  Beck  Creer,  third  child  in  a  family 
of  fourteen  children,  was  born  at  Spanish  Fork, 
Utah,  April  16,  1872.  Her  father,  John  Forsythe 
Beck,  was  born  May  12,  1844  in  Bucks  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  her  mother,  Mary  Hopkins 
Beck,  in  Swansea,  South  Wales,  January  21, 
1849.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Joseph  Elli- 
son Beck  and  Hannah  Forsythe  Beck,  came  to 
Utah  in  1850  with  the  James  Pace  Company. 
Mary  Hopkins  Beck,  her  mother,  came  to  Utah 
in  1856  in  Captain  Hunt's  Company.  She  came 
with  her  mother,  Hannah  Williams  Hopkins 
Jones,  and  her  step-father,  Elias  Jones. 

As  a  child,  Hannah  Beck  attended  school  in 
the  litlle  white  school  house,  located  where  the 
Thurber  School  now  stands.  Her  teachers  were 
Jane  Higginson,  George  H.  Brimhall,  and  Joseph 
A.  Rees.  She  was  an  especially  good  student  in 
arithmetic,  and  because  of  this  was  employed 
as  a  clerk  in  the  Spanish  Fork  Co-op  when  she 
was  fifteen  years  of  age.  Her  associates  in  this 
store  were  Priscilla  Lewis  Swenson,  Emma  War- 
ner Evans,  Emma  Creer  Hitchings,  Isabelle  Moore 
Collett,  George  D.  Snell,  Thomas  O.  Creer,  Alf- 
red C.  Rees  and  William  Robertson.  Her  uncle, 
John  Jones,  was  the  Superintendent;  and  John 
Moore  and  John  Hayes,  the  bookkeepers.  A 
beautiful  tribute  to  Hannah  was  paid  by  Alfred 
C.  Rees.  As  recorded  by  her  daughter  Ruth 
Creer  Anderson,  it  follows:  "Youth  is  a  very 
good  lesson  of  character,  and  that  is  when  I 
knew  Hannah  Beck  Creer.  As  young  people  we 
worked  in  the  Spanish  Fork  Co-op.  Her  refusal  to 
speak  ill  of  anyone  was  one  of  her  outstanding 
traits  of  character  that  we  as  associates  all  ad- 
mired. It  is  a  rare  gift  of  courtesy  that  she  left 
wirh  me."  Hannah  worked  at  the  Co-op  for  six 
years,  her  wages  were  six  dollars  a  week. 

Hannah  Beck  was  married  to  Alvin  Robert 
Creer,  son  of  William  and  Sarah  Jane  Bradley 
Creer,  October  19,  1892  in  the  Manti  Temple. 
They  had  a  large  wedding,  hot  dinner  was 
served  to  three  hundred  people;  after  which 
they  went  to  the  Creer  and  Nielsen  Hall  to  dance. 
"Mother  was  a  beautiful  bride,"  writes  her 
daughter  Ruth,  "her  dress  was  made  of  ivory 
satin."    On   November   1,    1892,  the  young   mar- 
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ried  couple  moved  into  their  new  home,  which 
had  been  constructed  at  Leland;  it  proved  to 
be  a  happy  and  hospitalable  home,  and  here 
they  resided  for  thirty-one  years.  Eight  children 
were  born  to  Alvin  and  Hannah  at  Leland: 
Lorin  Beck,  Loa  Hopkins,  Ruth  Arvilla,  William 
Clayton,  Mary  Lucilla,  Dona  Jane,  Lois  Afton, 
and  a  still-born  baby  daughter.  Mary  Lucilla 
died  in  1910  at  the  age  of  eight,  and  Loa  Hop- 
kins Creer  McKell,  wife  of  Henry  B.  McKell,  died 
December  4,  1919,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three. 
She  left  behind  a  beautiful,  dark-eyed  baby 
daughter,  named  Loa,  after  her  mother,  who  was 
taken  into  the  home  of  her  grandmother,  Hannah, 
and  lovingly  cared  for  and  reared  to  woman- 
hood. 

"We  as  a  family  were  blessed  with  a  happy 
home  life,"  writes  Ruth.  "Our  parents  were  al- 
ways interested  in  our  undertakings;  Mother 
standing  by,  ever  ready  to  give  encouragement, 
Father  helping  us  on,  with  his  happy  disposi- 
tion and  cheerful  outlook  on  life.  They  had  so 
much  in  common,  they  understood  each  other 
and  showed  respect  for  each  other's  views.  I 
think  some  of  the  experiences  that  we  as  a 
family  will  always  remember  is  being  awakened 
on  Sunday  morning  by  Father  chording  on  the 
piano  and  singing,  and  when  we  would  ride 
to  town,  how  we  would  sing,  from  the  time  we 
left  home  until  we  reached  the  outskirts  of 
Spanish  Fork.  Father  and  Lorin  sang  tenor,  Loa 
sang  alto,  and  the  rest  of  us  sang  soprano.  Our 
camping  and  picnic  trips,  gathering  ground  cher- 
ries, and  having  outdoor  picnics  near  our  home 
during  the  spring  and  summer  months;  these 
are  all   well   remembered." 

Hannah   Beck  Creer  was  a  charter  member  of 


the  J.  Wylie  Thomas  Chapter,  Camp  II,  Daughters 
of  Utah  Pioneers.  She  served  as  the  first  Sec- 
retary of  that  organization  with  Emma  Creer  Hitch- 
ings  serving  as  Captain. 

Hannah  Beck  Creer  for  thirty-one  years  served 
as  an  officer  and  teacher  in  the  Primary,  Religion 
Class,  and  Relief  Society  of  the  Leland  Ward. 
Lulu  Atwood  Beck  says:  "In  Primary  Ward  work, 
your  mother  had  the  ability  to  organize  and 
plan  for  crowds,  and  she  was  so  dependable. 
Very  often  she  would  come  to  Primary  pulling 
two  of  her  small  children  in  a  little  red  wagon 
with  one  or  two  walking  at  the  side  of  her, 
holding  on  to  her  skirts.  She  would  have  a 
bundle  of  kindling  to  start  the  fire.  Before  doing 
so,  she  would  put  the  children  on  a  bench  and 
wrap  a  blanket  around  them.  Then  while  the 
fire  was  burning  she  would  read  to  them  from 
the  Children's  Friend  or  they  would  sing."  Mrs. 
Creer  continued  her  church  interests  when  the 
family  moved  in  1923  to  the  Second  Ward  in 
Spanish   Fork. 

Hannah  Beck  Creer  was  a  thrifty,  hard-working 
housewife.  "She  saved  rags  for  carpets  and  rugs, 
made  her  own  soap,  dried  fruit  and  canned  many 
gleaming  jars  of  fruit.  She  loved  to  make  quilts. 
One  of  her  last  gifts  to  each  of  her  children  as  a 
birthday  gift  was  a  china  plate  design  quilt  with 
hand   embroidery   work   on   it." 

For  a  number  of  years  before  death,  Hannah 
Creer  had  not  enjoyed  good  health.  On  June 
30,  1940,  she  suffered  a  paralytic  stroke,  and 
unexpectedly  passed  away  the  following  morn- 
ing. She  was  at  the  time  in  her  sixty-ninth  year. 
She  was  survived  by  her  husband,  two  sons  and 
three  daughters. 


LORIN  BECK  CREER 


ELLA  WILDE  CREER 
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Marilyn  Hughes,  Jean  Creer  Hughes,  Reed  Gardner  Hughes  holding  Kathryn 
Hughes,  Jeanette  Hughes  and  Robert  Reed  Hughes 


LORIN  BECK  CREER 
Lorin  Beck  Creer,  eldest  child  of  Alvin  Robert 
and  Hannah  Beck  Creer,  was  born  in  Leland, 
Utah,  July  13,  1895.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Leland  and  Spanish  Fork,  graduating 
from  the  high  school  of  the  latter  community. 
He  writes,  "My  first  schooling  commenced  in  a 
one-room  building  across  the  road  from  Uncle 
Jim's  home  in  Leland.  Uncle  Tom  Creer  was  my 
first  teacher."  Lorin  played  in  the  first  Spanish 
Fork  High  School  baseball  team  to  win  a  Utah 
County  championship  and  played  later  in  the 
Spanish   Fork  City  team  for  a   number  of  years. 

Lorin  married  Ella  J.  Wilde  April  26,  1916, 
in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  They  became  the  par- 
ents of  four  children:  Jean,  Lorin,  Max  and  Ken- 
neth. Jean,  born  March  3,  1917,  attended  the 
Brigham  Young  University  at  Provo.  In  high 
school  she  was  editor  of  the  school  paper  and 
at  the  university  she  won  several  typinq  awards. 
On  August  29,  1938,  Jean  married  Reed  Gardner 
Hughes,  son  of  Joseph  and  Delilah  Hughes,  in 
the   Salt   Lake   Temple.     He    was    born   June    16, 


1916.  Reed  is  a  graduate  of  Brigham  Young 
University  and  studied  law  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
In  1945,  Reed  established  a  milk  processing  plant 
in  Spanish  Fork.  He  also  manufactures  ice  cream 
and  supplies  the  Nebo  School  District  Schools 
with  dairy  products.  Reed  and  Jean  are  the 
parents  of  four  lovely  children;  Robert  Reed, 
born  June  28,  1942,  Jeanette,  born  June 
16,  1947;  Marilyn,  born  October  14,  1948,  and 
Kathryn,  born  January  26,  1956. 

Lorin  Wilde  Creer  was  born  April  12,  1920, 
in  Leland,  Utah.  He  served  three  years  in  the 
United  States  Army  Air  Corps  as  co-pilot  on  a 
B-29  bomber  during  World  War  II.  He  married 
Janice  Lillian  Larsen,  daughter  of  William  Pioneer 
and  Leora  Lillian  Swenson  Larsen,  on  March  15, 
1945,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  She  was  born 
September  16,  1921.  Lorin  and  Janice  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Lana  Jean,  born  May 
24,  1948;  Kevin  Larsen,  born  February  13,  1952; 
and  Bradlev  Larsen,  born  May  4,  1956.  Lorin 
operates  a  Grade  A  Dairy  alonq  with  a  small  but 
prosperous  farm   in   Spanish   Fork. 


Lana  Jean  Creer,  Janice  Larsen  Creer  holding  Bradley  Larsen  Creer. 
Lorin  W.  Creer,  and  Kevin  Larsen  Creer 
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Max  A.  and  Sonoma  Creer 


David   Lorin   Creer 


Allison  Creer 


Max  Arnold  Creer  was  born  November  1, 
1922,  in  Leland,  Utah.  He  served  as  First  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  United  States  Infantry  for  three 
years  during  World  War  II  and  as  captain  in  the 
Field  Artillery  in  Japan  for  an  additional  year. 
He  attended  the  Benjamin  Franklin  University 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  the  Brigham  Young  Uni- 
versity at  Provo  and  New  York  University.  At 
the  latter  institution  he  was  awarded  the  Master 
of  Science  Degree  in  retailing.  On  September 
16,  1941,  he  married  Sonoma  Williams,  daugh- 
ter of  David  Edward  and  Vera  Williams,  in 
the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  Max  and  Sonoma  have 
two  children:  David  Lorin,  a  son,  born  May  3, 
1943;  and  Allison,  a  daughter,  born  June  27, 
1954. 

At  present,  Max  is  owner  and  manager  of 
three  ladies'  ready-to-wear  dress  shops  at  Span- 


ish Fork,  Brigham  City,  and  Price,  Utah.  All  three 
are  called  "Sonoma's"  after  the  given  name  of 
his  wife.  The  Creers  are  currently  paying  the 
expenses  of  a  Korean  boy  named  Sung  Sik  Choi 
who  is  enrolled  at  the  Brigham  Young  Univer- 
sity and  who  plans  to  return  to  his  native  land 
after  completing  a  course  in  agriculture. 

Kenneth  Beck  Creer,  youngest  child  of  Lorin 
Beck  and  Ella  Wilde  Creer,  was  born  September 
22,  1924,  in  Leland,  Utah.  In  June,  1950,  he 
was  awarded  the  Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  in 
Animal  Husbandry  from  Brigham  Young  Univer- 
sity and  two  years  later  the  Master  of  Science 
Degree  in  Dairy  Manufacturing  from  the  Utah 
State  Agricultural  College.  In  1955  he  earned 
the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Veterinary  Science  from 
the  Washington  State  College  at  Pullman,  Wash- 


Shirley   Miller   Creer,    Paul    Lorin   Creer     Kent  Miller  Creer,  and   Kenneth   Beck  Creer 
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ington.  On  April  10,  1945,  Kenneth  married 
Shirley  Mae  Miller,  daughter  of  William  Wallace 
and  Maud  Bowen  Miller,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple. 
The  young  couple  moved  to  Springville,  Utah, 
in  1955,  where  Kenneth  formed  a  partnership 
with  Dr.  S.  T.  Purvance  at  the  Alpine  Animal 
Hospital  in  Provo,  Utah.  Kenneth  and  Shirley 
are  the  parents  of  two  sons:  Kent  Miller  Creer 
and  Paul  Lorin  Creer. 

Lorin  Beck  Creer  has  been  engaged  in  farming 
and  cattle  raising  all  his  life.  Today  he  owns  a 
ninety-acre  farm  in  Leland,  part  of  which  at 
one  time  was  owned  by  his  father,  Alvin  Robert 
Creer  and  a  smaller  part  by  his  grandfather, 
William  Creer.  From  1940  to  1949,  Lorin  was 
State  Road  Supervisor  in  the  Spanish  Fork  area 
and  for  three  years  he  served  as  President  of  the 
Leland  Electric  Light  and  Telephone  Company. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Spanish  Fork 
South  Irrigation  Company  for  eighteen  years  and 
is  vice-president  of  this  organization  at  the  pre- 
sent time. 

Lorin  has  always  been  most  active  in  the 
Latter-day  Saints  Church.  He  fulfilled  a  mission 
in  Kansas  from  1919  to  1921,  was  president  of 
the  Leland  Ward  M.  I.  A.  for  two  years,  counselor 
in  the  Leland  Ward  bishopric  from  1919  to  1935 
and  later  bishop,  from  1938  to  1944.  From 
1935  to  1938  he  served  as  second  counselor  in 
the  Palmyra  Stake  Mutual  Improvement  Associa- 
tion. Because  of  the  illness  of  his  father,  Lorin 
and  his  family  moved  to  Spanish  Fork  in  1944. 
There  in  the  Second  Ward  he  continued  his  busy 
church  life,  particularly  in  Priesthood  organiza- 
tions. In  1946,  he  was  chosen  Boy  Scout  Com- 
missioner of  Palmyra  Stake  and  in  1955  he  was 
called  to  be  a  High  Councilman  in  that  same 
stake.  He  was  ordained  to  .the  office  of  High 
Priest  by  Apostle  Melvin  J.  Ballard  in  February, 
1922. 

In  closing  his  brief  but  interesting  account, 
Lorin  writes,  "I  deeply  appreciate  the  oppor- 
tunities and  blessings  that  have  come  to  me 
throughout  my  life.  I  have  had  the  opportunity 
of  visiting  the  birthplace  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith,  the  Sacred  Grove,  Hill  Cumorah,  Kirt- 
land  Temple,  Carthage  Jail,  Winter  Quarters, 
Independence,  and  have  travelled  the  roads  or 
near  the  trails  which  were  widened  and  made 
deeper  by  the  wagons  and  handcarts  of  some  of 
my  ancestors.    God  bless  their  memory." 

ELLA  WILDE  CREER 

Ella  Wilde  Creer,  daughter  of  George  Thomas 
and  Margaret  Jane  Thomas  Wilde  was  born  in 
Payson,  Utah,  July  30,  1897.  She  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Payson,  Leland  and  Spanish 
Fork.  She  married  Lorin  Beck  Creer,  eldest  son  of 
Alvin  Robert  and  Hannah  Beck  Creer,  April  26, 
1916,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  The  young 
couple  made  their  home  in  Leland,  where  Lorin 


was  engaged  in  farming  and  raising  cattle.  Lorin 
and  Ella  became  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Jean,  Lorin  W.,  Max  A.,  and  Kenneth  B.  When 
Jean  was  two  years  old,  Lorin  was  called  on  a 
Latter-day  Saints  Church  mission  to  the  Central 
States  .  A  very  severe  smallpox  epidemic  oc- 
curred soon  after  Lorin  had  left  and  almost  re- 
sulted in  the  death  of  their  three-weeks'-old  son, 
Lorin. 

Ella  has  been  actively  affiliated  with  the 
auxiliary  organizations  of  the  Church.  She  has 
served  both  as  an  officer  and  a  teacher  in  the 
Primary,  Mutual  Improvement  Association,  and 
Relief  Society  of  the  Spanish  Fork  and  Leland 
wards.  She  is  a  charter  member  and  officer  of 
the  Stephen  Markham  Camp  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  Utah  Pioneers:  her  mother  was  born  on  the 
plains  of  Wyoming  in  1860  while  her  parents 
were  enroute  to  Utah.  In  1944  the  family  moved 
to  Spanish  Fork  in  order  to  care  for  Lorin's  ailing 
father  who  died  five  years  later. 

Lorin  W.,  and  Max  served  in  the  armed  forces 
in  World  War  II.  Lorin  spent  four  years  as  a 
flight  officer  in  the  Air  Coros;  M3X  was  a  First 
Lieutenant  in  the  infantry  for  more  than  three 
years.  After  the  war,  Max  spent  a  year  in  Japan 
with  the  American  Occupational  Forces  and 
served  an  additional  year  in  the  Korean  War  as 
captain  in  the  field  artillery. 

Ella  writes:  "We  are  blessed  in  having  all 
our  children  livinq  near  us.  We  enjoy  them  and 
our  eleven  grandchildren  very  much.  We  have 
five  grand-daughters  and  six  grandsons;  all 
healthy,  lovelv  children.  We  are  thankful  for 
all  the  Lord's  blessings  and  feel  that  he  has  been 
good  to  us." 

Loa  Hopkins  Creer  McKell 

Loa  Hopkins  Creer  McKell.  daughter  of  Alvin 
Robert  and  Hannah  Beck  Creer,  was  born  in 
Leland,  Utah,  September  2,  1896.  She  was  the 
second  child  in  a  family  of  eight  children.  She 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Leland  and  Span- 
ish Fork,  graduating  from  the  high  school  of 
the  latter  community. 

Loa  was  a  very  pretty  girl  with  dark  brown 
eyes  and  very  black  hair.  She  was  selected  Miss 
Utah  for  the  Fourth  of  July  parade.  Just  after 
graduating  from  high  school  she  enrolled  in  a 
sewing  class  taught  by  Grace  Creer,  and  soon 
afterwards  became  an  accomplished  seamstress. 
She  also  did  needle  work,  and  prepared  a  very 
complete  and  beautiful  trousseau.  She  was  an 
excellent  cook  and  an  exceptional   housekeeper. 

She  married  Henry  Bernell  McKell,  November 
27,  1917,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  Henry  and 
Loa  became  the  parents  of  two  children:  Robert 
Creer  McKell,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Loa,  born 
just  twenty-two  days  before  her  mothers  death, 
which  occurred  on  December  4. 
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Loa  Hopkins  Creer  McKell 


Henry  Bernell  McKell 


Janice  M.  Johnson,  Loa  McKell  Johnson,  Ronald  A.  Johnson  and  Richard  Alvin  Johnson 


Loa  Creer  McKell,  second  child  of  Henry  Bernell 
and  Loa  Hopkins  Creer  McKell,  was  born  Novem- 
ber 12,  1919  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  She  was 
reared  to  maturity  by  her  maternal  grandparents, 
Alvin  and  Hannah  Beck  Creer.  After  graduating 
from  Spanish  Fork  High  School,  Loa  later  attend- 
ed  Brigham  Young   University. 

On  August  5,  1941,  Loa  married  Ronald 
Ami  Johnson,  son  of  Anthon  Parley  and  Marg- 
aret Thomas  Johnson,  in  the  Logan  Temple. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Janice 
M.  Johnson,  born  October  12,  1942,  and  Richard 
Alvin   Johnson,   born   September   9,    1943. 

Loa  has  served  as  Secretary  of  the  Palmyra 
Stake  Primary  Association  and  as  a  teacher  in  the 


ward  Mutual  Improvement  Association.  She  has 
also  served  in  the  Spanish  Fork  Parent-Teacher 
Organization,  and  at  present  is  serving  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Junior  High  School  Parent-Teacher 
Association,  and  is  Supervisor  of  the  Nebo  School 
District  hot  lunch  program. 

Ronald  is  a  chemist  at  the  Republic  Creosoting 
Company  at  Ironton.  He  has  served  as  president 
of  the  ward  Mutual  Improvement  Association,  as 
a  Boy  Scout  Leader,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Palmyra  Stake  Mutual   Improvement  Association. 

Janice  and  Richard  are  enrolled  in  the  Spanish 
Fork  Junior  High  School.  Loa's  and  Ronald's 
greatest  joy  is  in  their  family  and  in  their  ac- 
complishments in  church  and  school  and  in  their 
music  activities. 
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JAMES  ATKINSON   ANDERSON 

James  Atkinson  Anderson,  son  of  George  and 
Rosetta  Measom  Anderson,  was  born  in  Lake 
Shore,  Utah,  June  10,  1897.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Lake  Shore  and  Spanish  Fork 
and  afterward  the  Utah  State  Agricultural  Col- 
lege at  Logan.  There  he  was  prominent  in  ath- 
letics, receiving  letters  in  baseball  and  track. 
After  two  years  at  Logan,  he  enrolled  at  the 
Brigham  Young  University,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1925,  majoring  in  agronomy.  After 
graduation  he  taught  five  years  at  the  Spanish 
Fork  Junior  High  School  and  then  accepted  the 
position  of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  of  Spanish  Fork, 
an  office  which  he  held  for  eleven  years.  During 
this  time,  James  served  as  Scout  Commissioner 
of  Palmyra  Stake,  and  as  First  Lieutenant  of  the 
National  Guard  at  Spanish  Fork;  and  as  manager 
of  the  Utah  State  Junior  Livestock  Show. 

Mr.  Anderson  married  Ruth  Arvilla  Creer, 
daughter  of  Alvin  Robert  and  Hannah  Beck 
Creer,  August  16,  1922,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple. 
They  became  the  parents  of  two  daughters: 
He'en  C.  Anderson  Swenson  and  Jean  C.  Ander- 
son Oldroyd.    They  also  have  five  grandchildren. 

Active  in  religious  activities,.  James  has  served 
as  Sunday  School  Superintendent  of  the  Span- 
ish Fork  Third  Ward,  a  member  of  the  Nebo 
Stake  Sunday  School  Board,  clerk  of  the  Spanish 
Fork  Second  Ward,  and  secretary  of  the  Palmyra 
Stake  Senior  Aaronic  Priesthood.  March  19,  1944 
he  was  ordained  a  High  Priest. 

His  business  affiliations  include:  auditor  for 
General  Refractories  Co.,  secretary  of  the  Utah 
County  Farm  Loan  Division  of  the  Federal  Land 
Bank,  Supervisor  of  the  Employment  Security 
at  the  Provo  office,  and  office  manager  and 
bookkeeper  at  Eddington  Canning  Company. 


RUTH  ARVILLA  CREER  ANDERSON 

Ruth  Arvilla  Creer  Anderson,  daughter  of 
Alvin  Robert  and  Hannah  Beck  Creer,  was  born 
August  2,  1899  in  Leland,  Utah.  She  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Leland  and  Spanish  Fork 
and  graduated  from  the  high  school  of  the  latter 
community.  While  at  high  school  she  represent- 
ed that  institution  at  a  Youth  Conference  held 
at  the  Utah  State  Agriculural   College   at   Logan. 

After  graduating  from  high  school,  Ruth  en- 
rolled at  the  Brigham  Young  University  where 
she  received  a  normal  certificate  and  later  taught 
in  the  Nebo  School  District  and  Provo  City 
Schools.  She  also  attended  Summer  School  at  the 
Brigham  Young  University  and  did  Extension 
Division  work  at  the  University  of  Utah. 

On  August  16,  1922,  Ruth  married  James 
Atkinson  Anderson  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  They 
became  the  parents  of  two  daughters,  Helen  C, 
born  May  18,  1926,  and  Jean  C,  born  March  9, 
1930.   They    have  five  grandchildren. 

Ruth  has  served  as  President  of  the  Thurber 
School  and  Junior  High  School  Parent-Teachers 
Association. 

Ruth  has  always  been  interested  in  Church 
work,  serving  for  more  than  fifteen  years  in 
Stake  Primary  work.  She  has  also  taught  in  the 
Sunday  School,  Primary,  Religion  Class,  Mutual 
Improvement  Association,  and  Relief  Society  in 
the  wards  of  the  Palmyra  and  Provo  Stakes.  She 
has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Nebo  Stake  Sun- 
day School  Board,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil for  the  Mother  and  Daughter  organization, 
and  teacher  trainer  and  a  counselor  in  Primary 
in  the  Palmyra  and  Provo  Stakes  of  Zion. 

In  June   1947,  when  the  Provo  Stake  was  di- 
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Helen  C.  Anderson  Swenson,  Cleve  H.  Swenson 
and  children,  Ann,  Sharee,  Susan  and  Carol 

vided,  she  was  called  to  serve  as  Provo  Stake 
Primary  Association  President.  Ruth  states  that 
her  Church  work  has  been  very  pleasant  and 
that  she  has  gained  much  knowledge,  joy,  and 
satisfaction  from  serving  in  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

From  June  1945  to  February  1956  the  Ander- 
sons lived  at  Provo.  At  present  they  reside  in 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah. 


Jean  C.  Anderson  Oldroyd,  Thomas  Terry 
Oldroyd  and  Steven  James  Oldroyd 
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Helen  C.  Anderson  was  born  May  18,  1926 
in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  She  was  graduated  from 
the  Spanish  Fork  High  School  and  Latter-day  Saints 
Seminary,  and  then  attended  the  Brigham  Young 
University.  On  August  12,  1947,  Helen  married 
Cleve  Hyrum  Swenson,  son  of  Rulon  and  Rhea 
Christensen  Swenson,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple. 
Both  Helen  and  Cleve  are  graduates  of  the  Brig- 
ham  Young  University.  Cleve  also  earned  a 
Master  of  Science  Degree  in  Marketing  from  New 
York  University  in  1951.  While  in  the  East  they 
visited  in  New  York  City  and  Washington  D.  C. 
At  present  he  is  co-manager  of  a  furniture  and 
appliance  business  in  Spanish  Fork.  Cleve  served 
with  the  United  States  Army  during  World  War 
II  in  the  Philippine  Islands  and  in  Japan.  Cleve 
is  a  director  of  the  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  also  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  The 
Swensons  are  the  parents  of  five  daughters,  Ann, 
Carol,  Susan,  Sharee  and  Joan.  Cleve  is  serving 
as  Spanish  Fork  Stake  MIA  Speech  Director.  Helen 
has  taught  in  Sunday  School  and  MIA. 

Jean  C.  Anderson  was  born  March  9,  1930  in 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  At  the  completion  of  Junior 
High  School  her  family  moved  to  Provo.  She 
graduated  from  the  Provo  High  School  and  Lat- 
ter-day Saints  Seminary,  serving  as  organist  of 
the  Seminary  and  Junior  Sunday  School.  She  at- 
tended Brigham  Young  University,  completing 
her  Junior  year.  On  December  6  1950  she  married 
Thomas  Terry  Oldroyd,  son  of  Terry  James  and 
Josephine  Herman  Oldroyd,  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Temple.  A  son,  Steven  James  Oldroyd,  was  born 
June  18,  1952  in  Provo,  Utah.  Thomas  served 
for  four  years  in  the  United  States  Navy.  Three 
years  of  that  time  Jean  and  Steven  spent  with 
him  in  Norfolk,  Virginia.  Before  returning  home 
they  visited  points  of  interest  in  the  East.  At 
present  the  family  resides  in  Provo,  Utah,  where 
Thomas  is  completing  his  senior  year  at  the  Brig- 
ham  Young    University. 

GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 

OP  THE  CHURCH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST 
OF  LATTER-BAY  SAINTS 


WILLIAM  CLAYTON  CREER 


ARDELLA  NIELSEN  CREER 


William  Clayton  Creer,  fourth  child  of  Alvin 
Robert  and  Hannah  Beck  Creer,  was  born  in 
Leland,  Utah,  September  5,  1900.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Leland  and  Spanish  Fork, 
and  represented  the  high  school  of  the  latter 
community  at  the  Utah  State  Fair  in  1918  as 
judge  of  livestock,  poultry  and  farm  produce. 
He  assisted  in  the  construction  of  the  Utah-Idaho 
Sugar  Factory,  and  the  roadbed  built  for  the 
company  railroad  running  through  Lake  Shore, 
Palmyra   and   Benjamin. 

William  has  played  an  active  part  in  Church 
activities.  He  has  served  as  chairman  of  the 
Old  Folks  Committee  in  the  Spanish  Fork  Third 
Ward  for  twelve  years.  Farming  and  livestock 
constitute  his  business  activities.  He  owns  and 
operates  his  own  farm  at  Leland.  In  1944,  Mr. 
Creer  was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Spanish  Fork  Livestock  Association  which  position 
he   still    holds. 

On  April  22,  1925,  William  Clayton  Creer 
married  N.  Ardella  Nielsen  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Temple.  William  and  Ardella  became  the  par- 
ents of  four  children:  Anna  Marie,  born  Janu- 
ary 2,  1927;  Virginia,  born  Jan.  25,  1929,  died  in 
infancy;  William  Nielsen,  born  April  20,  1931, 
and    Howard    Nielsen,    born    October    27,    1934. 


Anna  Marie  graduated  from  the  Spanish  Fork 
High  School  and  L.  D.  S.  Seminary  in  1945  and 
then  attended  the  Brigham  Young  University 
where  she  earned  the  Bachelor  of  Science  Degree 
with  a  major  in  elementary  education  in  1949. 
She  later  taught  kindergarten  for  three  years  in 
the  Provost  Eelementary  School  at  Provo,  Utah. 
On  August  16,  1949,  Anna  Marie  was  married 
to  Kent  B.  Palfreyman  of  Springville,  Utah.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Annette,  born 
September  7,  1952,  and  David  Kent,  born  June 
18,  1954.  Anna  Marie  and  Kent  have  been  active 
in  civic  affairs,  both  being  members  of  the 
Springville  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Kent 
was  elected  president  of  that  organization  in 
1954  and  Anna  Marie  has  held  the  office  of 
historian,  secretary-treasurer  and  board  member. 
In  June,  1955,  the  young  couple  attended  the 
National  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce  Conven- 
tion at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  and  at  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  the  year  following.  At  this  time  Kent 
was  elected  one  of  the  six  vice-presidents  of 
the  national  organization.  Anna  Marie  has  also 
been  interested  in  musical  activities.  She  partici- 
pated in  the  national  television  broadcast,  June 
6,  1957,  at  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle,  the  theme 
being  "The  American  Women." 
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Annette  Palfreyman,  Anna  Marie  Creer  Palfreyman,  Kent  B.  Palfreyman,    David  Kent  Palfreyman 


William  Nielsen,  the  third  child  and  eldest  son 
of  William  Clayton  and  N.  Ardella  Nielsen  Creer, 
was  graduated  from  the  Spanish  Fork  High 
School  in  1949  and  the  Utah  State  Agricultural 
College  in  1954,  earning  the  Bachelor  of  Science 
Degree  in  Agricultural  Education  from  the  latter. 
In  high  school,  William  was  associated  with  the 
Future  Farmers  of  America  and  participated  in 
livestock  judging  in  various  stock  shows  through- 
out the  state  of  Utah.     In   1949,  he  attended  the 


Utah  Boys  State,  sponsored  by  the  American 
Legion  at  Camp  Williams.  There  he  was  elected 
Boys  State  Governor  for  that  year.  From  1954- 
1956,  William  served  in  the  United  States  Air 
Force,  stationed  at  Fairfield  Air  Force  Base,  Spo- 
kane, Washington.  During  this  service  he  at- 
tained the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant.  On  July  11, 
1956,  William  married  LaRae  Whitely,  of  Orem, 
Utah,  in  the  Manti  Temple.  Currently  he  is  regis- 
tered in  the  graduate  school  of  Brigham  Young 
University. 


William  Nielsen  Creer  and  wife  La  Rae    Whitely  Creer. 
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Calleen  Creer,  Howard  Nielsen  Creer,  Joyce  H.  Creer  and  Michael  Creer 


Howard  Nielsen  Creer,  youngest  son  of  Wil- 
liam Clayton  and  Ardella  Nielsen  Creer,  was 
graduated  from  the  Spanish  Fork  High  School 
in  1952.  Like  his  elder  brother,  William,  he  was 
associated  with  the  Future  Farmers  of  America 
and  served  as  a  livestock  judge  in  several  state- 
wide contests.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State 
Poultry    Judging    Team     which     competed     with 


MARY  LUCILLA  CREER 


other  state  teams  in  a  national  contest  at  Kansas 
City,  Missouri,  in  1952.  In  1957,  he  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Brigham  Young  University  with 
a  major  in  elementary  education.  In  1953,  he 
became  affiliated  with  the  Spanish  Fork  Junior 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  served  as  director 
in  1955  and  second  vice-president  in  1957.  On 
October  20,  1951,  Howard  married  Joyce  Harri- 
son of  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  The  marriage  was 
later  solemnized  in  the  Manti  Temple,  July  29, 
1954.  Howard  and  Joyce  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Caleen,  born  June  18,  1952; 
Michael  Howard,  born  November  5,  1953,  and 
Patricia,  born  March   10,    1957. 

Mary  Lucella  Creer 

Mary  Lucilla  Creer,  daughter  of  Alvin  Robert 
and  Hannah  Beck  Creer,  was  born  in  Leland, 
Utah,  April  29,  1902.  In  very  early  childhood 
she  was  afflicted  with  scarlet  fever  which  left 
her  in  poor  health  for  the  few  remaining  years 
of  her  life.  Because  of  this  misfortune,  she  was 
not  permitted  to  attend  school  regularly.  How- 
ever, she  was  a  very  good  student  and  did  her 
work  neatly  and  well.  Mary  had  a  very  sweet 
disposition,  patient  and  considerate  of  the  needs 
of  others,  and  always  cheerful.  She  died  May  7, 
1910,  just  eight  days  after  her  eighth  birthday. 
Her  baptism  was  performed  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Temple,  with  her  sister,  Lois,  as  proxy. 
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DONA  JANE  CREER  JACKSON 

Dona  Jane  Creer  Jackson,  sixth  child  of  Alvin 
Robert  and  Hannah  Beck  Creer,  was  born  in 
Leland,  Utah,  November  11,  1903.  She  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Leland  and  Spanish  Fork, 
graduating  from  the  high  school  of  the  latter 
community  in   1922. 

Dona  married  Frederick  William  Jackson,  son 
of  Alfred  Breeze  and  Agnes  Lewis  Jackson, 
June  19,  1930,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  The 
Jacksons  made  their  home  in  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia, where  Frederick  William  was  employed 
by  the  Goodyear  Tire  Company.  Here  their  first 
child,  a  daughter,  Carol,  was  born,  June  3,  1936. 
The  following  year  the  family  moved  to  Long 
Beach,  California,  where  Mr.  Jackson  was  em- 
ployed as  a  Service  Manager  of  the  above  com- 
pany. A  son  Paul  was  born  December  26,  1937, 
and  a  second  daughter,  Jane,  on   Feb.   8,    1940. 

Frederick  and  Dona  became  active  members 
of  the  Park  View  Ward  in  the  Long  Beach  Stake. 
Dona  served  as  teacher  and  officer  in  the  Sunday 
School,  Primary  and  Relief  Society  of  the  ward, 
while  both  she  and  her  husband  served  as  stake 
missionaries  in  1946.  The  Jackson  family  lived 
in  California  for  eighteen  years,  returning  to 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  in  1948  to  care  for  Dona's 
ailing  father.  Here  in  their  new  home  the  same 
interest  in  church  work  was  pursued.  Mrs.  Jack- 
son also  became  president  of  the  Junior  High 
School  Parents  and  Teachers  Association  of  Span- 
ish Fork.  Due  to  the  death  of  her  husband,  De- 
cember 7,  1955,  Dona  is  currently  employed  by 
Dr.  W.  H.  Sorensen  as  receptionist  and  nurse. 
Her  daughter  Carol  was  married  to  Mark  A. 
Boyack,  son  of  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Mark  Boyack, 
October  3,  1956. 


FREDERICK  WILLIAM  JACKSON 
Frederick  William  Jackson,  son  of  Alfred 
Breeze  and  Agnes  Lewis  Jackson,  was  born  in 
Mammoth,  Utah,  September  13,  1903.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Mammoth  and 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  graduating  from  the  high 
school  of  the  latter  community,  where  he  was 
particularly  prominent  in  athletics.  Later  he  at- 
tended the  Brigham  Young  University  at  Provo, 
Utah. 

Frederick  William  married  Dona  Creer,  daugh- 
ter of  Alvin  Robert  and  Hannah  Beck  Creer,  June 
19,  1930,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  He  was  em- 
ployed for  several  years  by  the  Goodyear  Com- 
pany, with  offices  at  Los  Angeles  and  Long 
Beach,  California. 

At  Long  Beach,  Mr.  Jackson  served  as  Super- 
intendent of  the  Latter-day  Saints  Junior  Sunday 
School,  Stake  Missionary,  and  Boy  Scout  counse- 
lor. Later  at  Spanish  Fork,  he  was  employed  by 
the  Hurst  Construction  Company  as  a  carpenter 
foreman  and  in  such  capacity  assisted  in  the 
construction  of  the  beautiful  Palmyra  Stake 
House  and  the  Regional  Welfare  Building.  While 
living  at  Spanish  Fork,  Mr.  Jackson  was  named 
Presiding  Elder  of  the  Thistle  Branch  of  the  Pal- 
myra Stake  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Decem- 
ber 7,  1955,  was  active  in  the  Nineteenth  Quor- 
um of  Seventies. 
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Carol  Jackson  and  Paul  Jackson 

Mark  Allen  Boyack 

LOIS   AFTON    CREER    BLAMIRES 

Lois  writes:  "When  I  began  to  think  about 
writing  our  family  history,  I  knew  I  had  to  start 
at  the  beginning,  my  birth.  Then  my  mind  auto- 
matically thought  about  the  farm  where  I  was 
born  —  the  house  with  the  large  dining  room 
with  the  old  fashioned  clock  that  hung  on  the 
west  wall;  the  parlor  with  the  piano  and  leather 
furniture;  Papa's  secretary  where  we  had  good 
books  and  where  he  kept  all  his  important  papers,- 
the  buggy  shed  where  Papa  fixed  the  machinery; 
the  large  black  iron  kettle  in  which  Mamma 
made  soap;  the  peach  orchard,  the  raspberry 
patch,  the  cherry  trees,  the  pasture  where  we 
skated  in  the  winter;  the  hill  north  of  the  house 
where  we  could  sleigh  ride;  the  flowing  well 
that  so  generously  filled  our  needs;  the  separ- 
ator house  where  Papa  usually  hummed  a  tune 
while  he  did  the  separating;  Old  Nell,  the  horse 
that  was  blind  in  one  eye  and  how  I  would  moan 
when  I  would  have  to  ride  her  on  the  cultivator,- 
the  buggy  in  which  Mamma  and  I  used  to  ride 
to  town;  the  ice  house  that  was  full  when  spring 
came  and  then  the  wonderful  home-made  ice 
cream  we  enjoyed  most  every  Sunday  during 
the  summer.  These  things  must  have  meant 
much  to  me  because  I  have  a  number  of  them 
in  my  possession  —  the  clock,  the  piano,  the 
family  album,  Papa's  secretary,  the  crystal  cake 
stand  upon  which  their  wedding  cake  was  placed; 
the  rocking  chair  which  the  Spanish   Fork  Co-op 
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gave  them  as  a  wedding  present  and  in  which 
Grandpa  Beck  sat  so  much  while  he  lived  with 
us." 

Lois  Afton  Creer,  youngest  of  a  family  of 
eight  children,  was  born  March  2,  1910  in 
Leland,  Utah.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Alvin 
Robert  and  Hannah  Beck  Creer.  She  was  baptized 
September  6,  1919  by  Henry  Stark  and  confirm- 
ed a  member  of  the  Latter-day  Saints  Church 
by  Stephen  D.  Markham.  She  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Leland  and  Spanish  Fork  and  gradu- 
ated from  the  High  School  of  the  latter  commun- 
ity in  1928.  In  High  School  Lois  was  active  in 
musical  activities,  playing  the  leading  role  in 
the  school  opera  during  each  of  the  four  years 
of  her  attendance  there.  She  later  attended  the 
Brigham  Young  University  where  she  earned 
the  Normal  Diploma  in  1930.  She  then  taught 
school  in  the  Thurber  and  Central  Schools  of 
Spanish  Fork.  On  December  25,  1931,  she  was 
married  to  Christopher  Burton  Blamires  of  Kays- 
ville,  Utah.  Soon,  thereafter,  the  Blamires  moved 
to  Franklin,  Idaho.  Here  Lois  became  active  in 
Church  and  civic  activities,  serving  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  ward  Mutual  Improvement  Associa- 
tion, First  Counselor  in  the  ward  Primary,  Chor- 
ister in  the  Sunday  School,  Y. L.M.I. A.  board  mem- 
ber of  the  Franklin  and  Oneida  Stakes  and  Pres- 
ident of  the  Franklin  and  Vice  President  of  the 
Preston  Parents  Teachers  Association.  Since  1946 
she  has  taught  school  at  Preston,  Idaho.  During 
this  time  she  has  attended  summer  schools  at 
the  Utah  State  Agricultural  College  and  completed 
correspondence  courses  of  the  University  of 
Idaho. 


CHRISTOPHER  BURTON   BLAMIRES 


LOIS  CREER  BLAMIRES 


Christopher  Burton  Blamires,  son  of  Robert 
and  Caroline  Burton  Blamires,  was  born  March 
30,  1907  in  Kaysville,  Utah.  He  was  baptized 
May  7,  1916  by  Clifford  D.  Strong  and  con- 
firmed a  member  of  the  Latter-day  Saints  Church 
by  Charles  Owen.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Kaysville  and  graduated  from  the  Davis  Coun- 
ty High  School.  Later  he  completed  a  course  in 
Business  Administration  through  correspondence. 
On  December  25,  1931,  Burton  married  Lois  Afton 
Creer,  youngest  daughter  of  Alvin  Robert  and 
Hannah  Beck  Creer.  On  June  5,  1953,  the  young 
couple  received  their  endowments  and  were 
sealed  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple. 


Soon  after  his  marriage,  Burton  was  trans- 
ferred from  Spanish  Fork  to  Franklin,  Idaho  as 
Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  California  Pack- 
ing Corporation.  In  1946  he  was  promoted  to 
the  position  of  Superintendent.  Mr.  Blamires  is 
a  past  President  and  charter  member  of  Lions 
International  and  a  member  of  the  Preston  Knife 
and  Fork  Club  and  the  Preston  Charmber  of 
Commerce.  He  was  County  Chairman  of  the 
U.  S.  O.,  and  Chairman  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  during  World  War  II.  Active  in  L.D.S. 
church  work,  Burton  has  served  as  ward  teacher 
supervisor  and  as  secretary  of  the  Mutual  Im- 
provement Association  of  his  ward. 
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Debra  Blamires.  Robert  Blamires,  Jacqueline  Balls  Blamires 
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Burton  and  Lois  are  the  parents  of  two  child- 
ren: Robert  Burton,  born  October  15,  1932;  and 
Gloria,  born  October  30,  1941.  Robert  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Franklin  and  Preston,  Idaho, 
graduating  from  the  high  school  of  the  latter 
community  in  1950.  He  then  attended  the  Utah 
State  Agricultural  College  where  he  received 
the  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Business 
Administration  in  1954.  In  both  high  school  and 
college  he  was  active  in  musical  organizations. 
At  the  present  time  Robert  is  Statistical  Services 
Officer  at  Laughlin  Air  Base  at  Del  Rio,  Texas. 
He  is  also  president  of  the  Del  Rio  Branch  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  and 
branch  organist.  He  married  Jacqueline  Balls, 
June  12,  1953  in  the  Logan  Temple.  She  was 
born  April  12,  1932.  Jackie  attended  the  public 
;chools  of  Hyde  Park  and  Smithfield,  Utah,  grad- 
uating from  North  Cache  High  School  of  the 
latter  community  in  1951.  At  this  school  she  re- 
ceived one  of  the  five  scholarship  awards  in 
a  graduating  class  of  186.  She  then  attended  the 
Utah  State  Agricultural  College  for  two  years. 
Jackie  has  been  very  active  in  Latter-day  Saints 
Church  affairs,  serving  as  Y.L.AA.I.A.  Dance  Direc- 
tor and  Secretary  of  the  Sunday  School  in  the 
Hyde  Park  Ward  and  Relief  Society  Teacher  in 
Del  Rio,  Texas,  Branch.  She  was  the  first  to  re- 
ceive the  Silver  Gleaner  Award  in  the  Hyde 
Park  Ward.  Robert  and  Jackie  are  the  parents 
of  one  child,  a  daughter,  named  Debra,  born 
July  21,  1955  at  Laughlin  Air  Base,  Del  Rio, 
Texas. 

Gloria  Blamires 

Gloria,  the  daughter  of  Burton  and  Lois,  is 
currently  attending  Junior  High  School  at  Preston, 
Idaho.  She  has  been  Secretary  of  the  Student 
Body,  played  the  leading  role  in  the  school  opera, 


and  has  served  as  chorister  in  the  L.D.S.  Seminary 
and  as  organist  in  the  Preston  Third  Ward.  She 
has  also  been  honored  by  receiving  several  blue 
ribbons  at  local  and  state  fairs  for  achievement 
in  sewing  and  styling  in  4-H  Club  work. 

In  closing  her  delightful  summary,  Lois  adds: 
"Our  family  has  been  rather  a  close  one  and  per- 
haps because  we  have  lived  away  from  all 
our  relatives  for  the  greater  part  of  our  married 
life  and  then  again,  I  like  to  think  that  those  old 
fashioned  Sunday  dinners,  the  kind  Mamma  al- 
ways cooked,  helped  to  make  us  this  way.  I 
look  back  and  think  of  Bob  heaping  his  plate 
and  taking  seconds  and  of  Gloria  asking,  'Are  we 
going  to  have  roast  and  good  brown  gravy  to- 
day?' I  hope  the  years  to  come  will  hold  as 
much  happiness  for  our  family  as  it  has  in  the 
past." 


Alvin  Robert  Creer  and  his  grand-children  on  his  75fh  birthday  October  15,  1945 
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Thomas  Oliver  Creer 


Thomas  O.  and  Mary  Jones  Creer 


Thomas  Oliver  Creer,  better  known  to  his 
friends  and  associates  as  (Tom)  was  born  Decem- 
ber 14,  1872,  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  the  seventh 
of  nine  children  born  to  William  and  Sarah  Jane 
Bradley    Creer. 

Along  with  the  other  children,  he  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  Spanish  Fork  and  spent 
all  of  his  boyhood  days  in  that  city.  In  his  early 
teens  he  was  employed  as  a  sales  clerk  in  the 
Spanish  Fork  Co-op  Store,  which  at  that  time  was 
one  of  the  largest  institutions  of  its  kind  in  Utah 
County,  but  Thomas  had  always  wanted  to  be 
a  school  teacher,  so  after  a  short  time  he  entered 
the  Brigham  Young  University  and  earned  the 
necessary  credits  for  teaching. 

On  November  4,  1891  he  married  Mary 
Caroline  Jones,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Minnie 
Dahle  Jones  who  were  also  pioneer  residents  of 
Spanish    Fork. 

Following  their  marriage  they  moved  into 
their  new  home,  located  on  main  and  5th  North 
Street  and  lived  there  until  they  moved  to  Salt 
Lake  City  in  1912.  It  was  in  this  home  that  all 
of  their  five  children  were  born.  They  are-.  Min- 
nie (Mrs.  Jesse  B.  Sharp)  of  Salt  Lake  City;  Leland 
Hargrave,  who  is  head  of  the  History  Department 
of  the  University  of  Utah;  Thomas  Donald,  a  prac- 
ticing attorney  in  Salt  Lake  and  the  attorney  for 
the  city  of  Bingham;  John  Floyd  who  was  super- 
intendent of  the  Grant  Construction  Company  at 
the  time  of  his  death  June  4,  1950;  and  William 
Max,  manager  of  the  American  Surety  Company 
at  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  who  passed  away 
February  1,  1945  in  that  city. 

Thomas  began  his  teaching  career  soon 
after    his    marriage.    He    was    employed    in    the 


schools  of  Palmyra,  Spanish  Fork,  Eureka  and 
Mammoth,  Utah.  When  the  high  school  in  Spanish 
Fork  was  established  in  1904,  he  and  his  brother 
John,  together  with  John  T.  Morgan  of  that  city 
became  its  first  teachers.  In  1907,  W.  O.  Creer, 
President  of  the  Wasatch  Construction  Company, 
a  cousin  of  Thomas,  persuaded  him  to  join  that 
company  which  he  did.  Within  a  few  years  he 
became  manager  and  one  of  its  directors.  His 
work  taking  him  away  from  Spanish  Fork,  the 
family  moved  to  Salt  Lake  City  where  it  would 
be  more  convenient  for  the  children's  education. 
Their  first  home  was  at  937  Lake  Street,  but  after 
a  short  time  they  purchased  a  house  at  1167 
Windsor  Street  in  the  31st  Ward,  and  this  became 
the  Creer  home  for  a  number  of  years. 

Continuing  with  the  Construction  Company 
uniil  the  Company  was  dissolved,  Thomas  re- 
turned to  his  home  and  family  in  Salt  Lake,  and 
found  employment  in  the  Assessors  department 
of  Salt  Lake  County,  a  position  he  held  until  the 
time  of  his  death. 

A  lover  of  sports,  he  was  recognized  as  one 
of  the  ablest  runners  of  his  time.  For  many  years 
his  record  in  the  sprints  stood  unchallenged. 

He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  and  held  teach- 
ing assignments  in  both  the  31st  and  Hawthorne 
Wards.  A  few  years  before  his  death,  he  was 
ordained  to  the  office  of  High  Priest. 

A  good  looking  man,  with  a  keen  brilliant 
mind,  and  a  pleasing  and  loveable  disposition, 
Thomas  Creer  made  friends,  wherever  he  went, 
and  it  was  a  great  loss  to  his  friends  and  loved 
ones  when  he  passed  away  on  June  7,  1929. 
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MARY    CAROLINE   JONES   CREER 

Mary  Caroline  Jones  Creer  was  born  in 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  December  22,  1873.  Her 
parents  were  John  and  Minnie  Ophelia  Dahle 
Jones  who  were  pioneer  residents  of  Spanish 
Fork.  The  Jones's  came  from  Swansea,  Wales  in 
1854  and  the  Dahle's  from  Drammen,  Norway 
two  years  later.  Following  their  marriage  in  1867, 
grandfather  and  grandmother  established  a  home 
that  still  stands  at  Fifth  North  and  First  East  Streets 
in  Spanish  Fork.  With  the  exception  of  four  years 
residence  on  the  old  Payson  road,  four  miles 
southwest  of  Spanish  Fork,  the  family  resided 
at  this  home  during  their  entire  lifetime. 

They  were  the  parents  of  six  children  as 
follows:  John  L,  Elias,  Clara  Ophelia  (Mrs.  S.  W. 
Robertson),  Mary  Caroline  (Mrs.  Thomas  O  Creer), 
Minnie  and  William  A.  Elias  and  Minnie  died  in 
early  youth;  of  the  remaining  four,  only  John  L, 
the  eldest,  survives  today.  He  is  now  in  his 
ninetieth  year,  and  lives  with  a  son  in  the  old 
Jones  home. 

The  children  were  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Spanish  Fork  and  were  baptized  in  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  ot  Latter-day  bainrs.  Grandfather 
Jones  was  a  farmer  and  raised  some  fine  cattle, 
and  I  have  heard  mother  say  how  she  and  Aunt 
Clare  used  to  ride  horses  when  they  were  young. 
She  also  learned  to  play  the  organ  and  later 
the  piano  and  tor  a  number  of  years  was  the 
organist  of  the  Fourth  Ward  where  she  lived. 
It  was  through  her  love  ot  music  that  we  children 
learned  to  piay  the  piano  as  soon  as  we  were 
old  enough  to  read  music. 

In  her  girlhood  days,  a  dramatic  society  was 
formed  in  which  mother  and  her  sister  Clara, 
along  with  the  young  men  they  later  married, 
Thomas  O.  Creer  and  b.  W.  Robertson  were  mem- 
bers. Their  plays  became  so  popular  that  they 
were  not  only  presented  in  bpanish  Fork,  but 
produced  in  tne  neignboring  towns  ot  the  coumy 
as  well. 

Mother  was  just  seventeen  and  father  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  when  they  were  married 
in  th  Manti  Temple  on  November  4,  1  891 .  Anthon 
H.  Lund,  close  friend  of  the  Jones  family  and 
later  second  counsellor  to  the  President  of  the 
Church  performed  the  ceremony.  Following  their 
marriage,  they  moved  into  their  new  home,  still 
standing,  between  Fifth  and  Sixth  North  on  Main 
Street.  Here  the  following  children  were  born: 
Minnie  Ronola,  November  6,  1892,  married  Jesse 
B.  Sharp;  Leland  Hargrave,  April  19,  1895,  mar- 
ried Ruth  Ridd  (1918)  and  after  her  death,  Ver- 
ona Morrison  (1931);  John  Floyd,  April  30,  1897, 
married  Bessie  Van  Ausdal,  he  died  at  Couer 
d'Alane,  Idaho,  June  4,  1950;  William  Max,  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1901,  married  Elva  Silver  (divorced)  and 
later  Emma  Guy,  he  died  at  Minneapolis,  Min- 
nesota, February  1,  1945;  Thomas  Donald,  Aug- 
ust 30,   1903,  married  Beatrice  Simper. 


We  loved  our  home,  our  friends,  and  our 
relatives  very  much,  and  a  lot  of  tears  were  shed 
when  father  and  mother  decided  to  sell  our  home 
and  move  to  Salt  Lake  City.  There  we  lived  in 
the  31st  Ward  for  a  number  of  years  and  were 
active  in  the  different  organizations  of  the  Church. 
Mother  was  a  member  of  the  Ward  Relief  Society 
and  was  chosen  among  others  to  take  charge 
of  the  sewing  and  quilting  activities  of  that  or- 
ganization. She  also  belonged  to  the  Mothers  Club 
of  Phi  Delta  Theta  Fraternity  of  the  University 
of  Utah  of  which  two  of  her  sons  were  members. 

A  natural-born  homemaker,  she  was  a  good 
seamstress  and  a  wonderful  cook;  she  loved  pret- 
ty flowers,  trees  and  shrubs,  and  our  yard  and 
garden  were  admired  by  everyone.  After  the 
death  of  my  father  in  1929,  mother  obtained 
work  in  the  office  of  the  County  Recorder.  She 
was  fond  of  her  work  and  associations  but  be- 
cause of  a  severe  illness  which  later  caused  her 
death,  was  compelled  to  discontinue  these 
connections. 

She  passed  away  on  Tuesday  morning,  Jan- 
uary 26,  1937,  leaving  as  her  survivors  four  sons, 
one  dauqhter,  nine  grandchildren,  one  sister  and 
two  brothers. 

MINNIE    RANOLA    CREER   SHARP 

I  am  Minnie  Ranola  Creer  Sharp,  and  like 
the  rest  of  my  cousins  was  born  in  Spanish  Fork, 
Utah.  My  parents  were  Thomas  Oliver  and  Mary 
Caroline  Jones  Creer,  and  they,  too,  were  born 
in  Spanish  Fork.  I  was  the  eldest  and  the  only 
daughter  born  to  my  parents  and  it  may  be  for 
this  reason  that  my  four  brothers  have  always 
been  so  kind  and  considerate  of  me  and  have 
always  been  so  much  a  part  of  my  life.  They  are: 
Leland  Hargrave  Creer  of  Salt  Lake  City;  Thomas 
Donald,  a  resident  of  Midvale,  Utah;  and  John 
Floyd  and  William  Max,  who  have  passed  away. 

The  home  our  parents  built  and  moved  into 
when  they  were  first  married,  on  November  4, 
1891,  located  at  5th  North  and  Main  Street,  was 
our  one  and  only  home  in  Spanish  Fork.  It  is 
still  standing  although  the  other  houses  around 
it  have  been  torn  down  and  replaced  by  business 
property.  We  lived  in  the  Third  Ward  of  Spanish 
Fork,  and  it  was  from  this  ward,  that  I  was  bap- 
tized and  confirmed  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

I  attended  the  grade  schools,  and  the  two 
years  of  high  school  that  were  available  in  Span- 
ish Fork  at  that  time  and  came  to  Salt  Lake  City 
in  1908,  where  I  enrolled  in  the  Latter-day  Saints 
University  graduating  from  there  in  1910.  It 
was  here  that  I  met  my  husband,  Jesse  B.  Sharp, 
who  had  just  returned  from  a  mission  to  England 
and  who  had  known  and  worked  with  my  two 
uncles,  William  A.  Jones,  and  Roger  W.  Creer 
of  Spanish   Fork,  Utah. 

Jesse  and  I  were  married  on  the  14th  of 
December,    1910,    in   the   Salt   Lake   Temple,    by 
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Minnie    Creer    Sharp 


Jesse  Bennion  Sharp 


Anton  H.  Lund,  who  had  also  married  my  father 
and  mother  in  the  AAanti  Temple  on  the  4th  of 
November,  1891.  Salt  Lake  City  has  always  been 
our  home,  living  at  1  185  Windsor  Street  for  over 
thirty  years  before  moving  to  719  Kensington 
Avenue  where  I   am  still   residing. 

Our  family  consists  of  four  children:  Virginia 
(Mrs.  Melban  Bird),  born  June  9,  1912;  Kathryn 
(Mrs.  Stanley  S.  Olson),  born  January  22,  1916; 
John  (Jack)  Creer  Sharp,  born  December  20, 
1917;  and  Scott  Creer  Sharp,  born  June  4,   1924. 

"I  now  have  thirteen  grand-children,  five 
girls  and  eight  boys,"  writes  Minnie.  "Like  all 
grandmothers,  my  grandchildren  are  the  pride 
and  joy  of  my  life,  and  I  only  wish  their  grand- 
father was  here  to  enjoy  them  with  me.  He 
passed  away  in  January  1948  without  having  the 
privilege  of  knowing  and  loving  all  of  them  as 
I  have  had." 

An  ardent  sportsman,  my  husband  loved  fish- 
ing and  when  our  children  were  small,  we  en- 
joyed many  a  holiday  camping  out  in  the  various 
canyons  around  the  city.  However,  after  pur- 
chasing a  cabin  at  Fish  Lake,  Utah  in  1924,  most 
of  our  summers  were  spent  there.  We  still  have 
the  cabin,  and  I  go  there  whenever  it  is  possible, 
enjoying  every  minute  of  my  stay.  The  peace 
and  quiet  of  this  beautiful  place  along  with  all  of 
its  pleasant  memories  will  never  be  forgotten, 
but  will  remain  with  us  always. 


I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Je- 
sus Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  all  my  life  and 
have  worked  in  the  Religion  class,  Primary,  and 
Relief  Society  organizations  of  the  31st  and  Marl- 
borough Wards.  At  the  present  time  I  am  a  vis- 
iting teacher  in  the  Marlborough  Ward  Relief  So- 
ciety organization  and  have  as  a  companion  tea- 
cher, Lola  Bradford  Wall,  who  too,  was  born  and 
raised  in  Spanish  Fork,  and  whom  I  admire  and 
respect  very  much.  Her  sister  Jennie,  also  a 
member  of  Marlborough  Ward,  is  loved  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  her.  Until  a  recent  ill- 
ness, I  was  a  Lark  teacher  in  the  Primary  Associa- 
tion of  this  ward. 

I  haven't  done  very  much  traveling  but  I 
did  have  a  wonderful  vacation  when  I  visited  in 
the  East.  I  loved  seeing  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Washington  D.  C,  and  the  City  of  Boston.  I've 
seen  most  of  California,  spent  a  week  at  Seattle, 
Washington  and  another  week  at  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  and  have  been  to  Yellowstone,  Grand, 
Zion  and  Bryce  Canyons. 

With  the  passing  of  the  years,  my  life  has 
experienced  many  changes,  sad  ones  it's  true, 
and  there  are  many  lonely  hours,  but  with  my 
wonderful  family,  my  relatives,  friends,  neigh- 
bors, Church  associates,  and  the  privilege  of  liv- 
ing in  a  country  such  as  ours,  I  am  truly  grateful. 

After  all  life  is  wonderful  and  isn't  it  won- 
derful to  be  a  "Creer".  Well  at  least  the  Creers 
think   so. 
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Top  row:  Steven  Bird,  Virginia  Bird,  Melban  Bird. 
Second  row:  Scott  Sharp  Bird,  Mary  Rebecca  Bird. 


Top  row:  AAelban  Bird  and  Virginia  Sharp  Bird; 
2nd  row:  Scott  Sharp  Bird  and  AAelban  Steven 
Bird;  Bottom:  AAarry  Rebecca   Bird. 

Virginia  attended  the  public  schools  of  Salt 
Lake  City,  the  University  of  Utah  and  the  uni- 
versity or  Washington.  In  college  she  was  affili- 
ated with  Kappa  Kappa  Gamma  Sorority.  On 
November  16,  1935,  she  was  married  to  AAelban 
N.  Bird,  son  of  Alfred  James  and  Sarah  Ann  Nas- 
by  Bird  of  Richfield,  Utah.  He  was  born  Decem- 
ber 1  1 ,  1911.  AAelban  attended  the  University  of 
Utah  for  two  years  where  he  became  affiliated 
with  Beta  Theta  Phi  Fraternity.  He  is  currently 
employed  as  sales  supervisor  for  Dun  &  Brad- 
street  Company  of  Salt  Lake  City.  AAelban  and 
Virginia  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Scott 
Sharp  Bird,  born  July  31,  1939;  AAelban  Steven 
Bird,  born  December  16,  1941;  and  AAary  Rebec- 
ca Bird,  born  November  1,  1946. 

Kathryn  attended  the  public  schools  and  the 
University  of  Utah,  and  for  several  years  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Sharp  Insurance  Agency,  a  firm 
first  owned  and  operated  by  her  father  and  later 
by  her  brother,  Jack.  On  December  10,  1946  she 
was  married  to  Stanley  C.  Olson,  son  of  Alex 
Peter  and  Sigrid  Erika  Gronberg  Olson.  He  was 
born  on  January  10,  1914.  Stanley  spent  five 
years  in  the  United  States  Army,  three  which  were 
in  the  Panama  Sector  where  he  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  captain.  Stanley  and  Kathryn  are  the 
parents  of  three  children-.  Craige  Jesse,  born  Jan- 
uary 4,  1948  and  twin  daughters,  Jane  and  Jan- 
ice born  May  19,  1949.  The  Olsons  currently 
reside  at  Menlo  Park,  Caliornia. 

John  (Jack)  Creer  Sharp  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Salt  Lake  City  and  then  at- 


tended the  University  of  California  and  a  special 
school  of  insurance  in  New  York  City.  At  East 
High  School  he  was  especially  active  in  athletics, 
winning  awards  in  football,  basketball,  baseball 
and  track.  He  was  named  all-city  quarter  back 
for  two  years.  On  March  5,  1939  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Geraldine  Parkinson  Young  of  Berkley, 
California,  daughter  of  Richard  W.  and  Vera 
Parkinson  Young.  She  was  born  May  10,  1918 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  Jack  served  four  years 
in  the  United  States  Army  in  the  European  The- 
ater of  war.  He  operates  his  own  insurance  ag- 
ency and  raises  and  breeds  blooded  horses  and 
dogs.  Jack  and  Jerry  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Sydney,  born  January  23,  1943;  John 
Creer  Jr.,  born  August  14,  1944  and  Christopher, 
born  July  31,  1947. 

Scott  Creer  Sharp,  the  youngest  son,  attend- 
ed the  public  schools  of  Salt  Lake  City  and  the 
University  of  Utah  and  then  entered  the  Medical 
School  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  where 
he  earned  the  M.  D.  Degree  in  1947.  In  high 
school,  he  was  prominent  in  football  and  basket- 
ball. He  served  as  a  Medical  Officer  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  Air  Force  from  1951-1952,  stationed 
at  Mather  Field,  Sacramento,  California.  Since 
1947,  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  general  prac- 
tice of  Medicine  and  Surgery  at  Salt  Lake  City. 
On  June  1  1,  1944  Scott  married  Ann  Felt,  daugh- 
ter of  Edwin  Spencer  and  Edna  Williams  Felt.  She 
was  born  April  2,  1925  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
Scott  and  Ann  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Scott  Creer  Jr.  born  November  2,  1947;  Gregory 
Thomas,  born  September  23,  1948;  Stephen  Felt, 
born  July  8,  1951;  and  a  daughter,  Abbie,  born 
August  10,  1954. 


Back   row:   Kathryn  Sharp  Olson  and  Stanley  C. 
Olson;  Bottom:  Jane,  Craig  and  Janice  Olson. 
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Left  to  right:  Christopher  Sharp,  Geraldine  Young 
Sharp,  Sidney  Sharp,  John  Creer  Sharp  Jr.,  and 
John  Creer  Sharp. 


JESSE   BENNION   SHARP 

Jesse  Bennion  Sharp  was  born  March  6,  1887 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  a  son  of  Rebecca  Bennion 
and  John  A.  Sharp. 

His  parents  were  pioneer  residents  of  Salt 
Lake  County.  His  mother  was  born  at  Taylors- 
ville,  Utah,  on  March  17,  1853,  and  his  father, 
June  27,  1850,  on  the  North  Platte  river,  in  a 
wagon  box,  as  his  parents  journeyed  across  the 
plains,  on  the  way  to  Utah.  Following  their 
marriage,  which  was  performed  in  the  Endow- 
ment House,  they  lived  for  a  time  at  Vernon,  Utah 
and  Brigham  City  before  returning  to  Salt  Lake 
to  make  their  home.  The  house  and  farm  they 
purchased,  located  at  21st  South  and  Redwood 
Road,  is  where  Jesse  was  born,  and  where  the 
Sharp  family  lived  for  over  thirty-five  years.  This 
large  friendly,  hospitable  country  home,  was 
always  a  community  center  for  the  neighborhood, 
and  a  gathering  place  for  social  and  family  re- 
unions. 

Engaged  in  the  handling  of  sheep,  cattle, 
and  horses,  Mr.  Sharp  was  compelled  to  be  away 
from  home  a  great  deal  of  the  time  leaving  Jesse 
and  his  younger  brothers  to  assist  with  the  work 
at  home  and  to  do  all  they  could  to  help  their  mo- 
ther. Attending  the  schools  in  that  locality,  Jesse 
was  also  a  student  at  the  University  of  Utah.  In 
1906  he  was  called  to  serve  on  a  mission  to  Eng- 
land for  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints. 

Following  his  two  year  mission,  he  returned 
home,  and  in  the  fall  of  1908  entered  the  L.D.S. 
Business  College.  Upon  the  completion  of  his 
business   course,    he   became    a    member   of   the 


firm  of  the  Modern  Furniture  Company  and  re- 
mained with  that  organization  for  sixteen  years. 

On  December  14,  1910,  he  married  Minnie 
Creer  of  Spanish  Fork,  Utah  in  the  Salt  Lake  Tem- 
ple. They  became  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Virginia  Sharp  Bird,  Kathryn  Sharp  Olson,  John 
Creer  Sharp  and  Scott  Creer  Sharp.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  there  are  thirteen  grandchildren,  five 
girls  and  eight  boys. 

In  1926  Jesse  entered  the  insurance  busi- 
ness, organizing  the  Jesse  B.  Sharp  Insurance  A- 
gency,  a  company  he  owned  and  operated  until 
the  time  of  his  death. 

Always  active  in  Church  work  Jesse  served 
for  a  number  of  years  both  as  President  of  the 
Mutual  Improvement  Association,  and  as  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday  School  of  the  31st  Ward. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Liberty  Stake  M.I. A. 
Board,  and  at  one  time  served  on  the  Pioneer 
Stake  Board  in  the  same  capacity. 

An  ardent  baseball  enthusiast,  he  was  the 
first  president  of  the  Salt  Lake  Amateur  Baseball 
Association  and  held  that  position  for  15  years. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  Derks  Field 
in  Salt  Lake  and  other  ball  parks  of  the  city.  At 
the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Salt  Lake  Zoning  Board. 

Active  in  the  Republican  Party,  he  was  a 
State  Representative,  and  was  Chairman  of  the 
Republican  county  committee  for  four  years. 

Noted  for  his  hospitality,  Jesse  Bennion 
Sharp  was  an  ambitious,  hard  working  man,  a 
good  organizer  and  his  ability  to  make  friends 
made  him  known  throughout  the  state.  His 
death  on  January  27,  1948,  was  a  great  loss  to 
all  who  knew  him. 


Left  to  right:  Abbie  Sharp,  Ann  Felt  Sharp,  Scott 
Creer  Sharp  Jr.,  Scott  Creer  Sharp  and  Gregory 
Creer  Sharp. 
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LELAND    HARGRAVE    CREER 


Verona   Morrison    Creer 


Leland  Hargrave  Creer  —  I  was  born  April 
19,  1895,  at  Spanish  Fork,  Utah  the  second  child 
and  the  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Oliver  and  Mary 
Caroline  Jones  Creer.  My  sister  Minnie  (Mrs. 
Jesse  B.  Sharp)  was  born  November  6,  1892  and 
my  three  younger  brothers,  John  Floyd  in  1897 
(deceased),  William  Max  in  1901  (deceased)  and 
Thomas  Donald  in  1903.  Our  very  attractive 
home,  still  standing,  was  built  on  Main  Street 
between  Fifth  and  Sixth  North  Streets.  Both  the 
Creer  and  Jones  families  were  early  Utah  Pio- 
neers. Grandfather  Creer,  born  in  Preston,  Eng- 
land, 1836,  came  to  Spanish  Fork  in  1857,  just 
three  years  after  the  initial  settlement,  and  grand- 
father Jones,  born  at  Swansea,  Wales,  in  1841, 
arrived  a  year  earlier.  My  grandmother,  Sarah 
Jane  Bradley  Creer,  born  at  Swineshead,  Eng- 
land, 1841,  pushed  a  handcart  across  the  plains 
in  1856  and  grandmother  Minnie  Ophelia  Dahle 
Jones,  born  in  Drammen,  Norway,  1851,  came 
to  Spanish  Fork  the  same  year. 

Our  family  has  always  been  active  in  the 
L.  D.  S.  Church.  For  several  years  I  was  President 
of  the  Deacons  and  Teachers  Quorums  in  the 
Third  Ward  and  later  at  Thatcher,  Arizona,  I  was 
a  member  of  the  High  Council  of  the  St.  Joseph 
Stake,  1922-1924,  and  from  1931  to  1935,  a 
member  of  the  Seattle  Branch   Presidency. 

I  attended  the  elementary  and  secondary 
school  of  Spanish  Fork  and  was  a  member  of  the 
first  graduating  class  to  occupy  the  present  High 
School  building.  I  have  always  been  interested 
in  athletics.  In  high  school  I  played  baseball  and 
was  a  sprinter  on  the  track  team. 

My  father  was  one  of  the  first  two  teachers 
of  the  High  School  (1904);  he  also  taught  school 


at  Spanish  Fork,  Eureka  and  Mammoth,  Utah.  In 
1906,  he  became  affiliated  with  the  Wasatch 
Grading  Co.  Two  years  later  he  was  made  gen- 
eral manager  of  this  firm  and  remained  with  this 
organization  until  1925,  four  years  before  his 
death.  As  a  result  of  this  interest,  by  brother 
Floyd  and  I  spent  all  our  summers  until  1916, 
in  construction  camps  in  the  Feather  River  Canyon 
California;  Payette  Canyon,  Idaho;  Yellowstone 
Park,  Wyoming;  and  Big  Cottonwood  Canyon, 
Utah. 

In  1912,  the  family  moved  to  Salt  Lak.  City. 
Here  I  attended  the  University  of  Utah,  earning 
the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1916  and 
Master  of  Arts  in  1920.  Subsequently  in  1926, 
I  was  awarded  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dhiloso- 
phy  from  the  University  of  California.  On  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1918,  I  married  Ruth  Ridd,  the  daughter 
of  James  N.  and  Phoebe  Wolstenholme  Ridd. 
She  died  at  Seattle,  Washington,  August  3,  1930. 
On  August  22,  1931,  I  married  Verona  Morrison, 
daughter  of  James  Bruce  and  Caroline  Amanda 
Foutz  Morrison,  pioneers  of  Richfield  and  Pleasant 
Grove,  Utah.  To  this  union  have  been  born  three 
children:  Mary  Lee  (Mrs.  Gerald  H.  Christensen) 
(1932),  Leland  Morrison,  (1935),  and  Bonnie  A- 
manda  (1941). 

A  summary  of  my  professional  career  as 
school  teacher  and  administrator  follows:  instruc- 
tor of  history,  Spanish  Fork  High  School,  1916- 
1917;  instructor  of  history,  Granite  High  School, 
Salt  Lake  County,  1917-1920;  President  of  Gila 
Junior  College,  Thatcher,  Arizona,  1920-1924; 
Assistant  Professor  of  History,  University  of  Wash- 
ington (Seattle),  1926-1935;  visiting  Professor  of 
History,  University  of  Hawaii,  1931;  President  of 
Weber   College,   Ogden,    Utah,    1935-37;   Associ- 
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ate  Professor  of  History  University  of  Utah,  1937- 
1942,  Professor  and  Chairman  of  the  Department 
since  1942. 

My  professional  interests  have  afforded  me 
the  opportunity  to  travel  widely  throughout  the 
United  States,  Canada,  Mexico  and  Hawaii.  In 
the  summer  of  1954,  I  conducted  an  historical 
lecture  tour  for  thirty  students  from  Utah  and 
Idaho,  which  led  throughout  the  southwestern, 
southern,  New  England  and  Mississippi  Valley 
sections  of  the  United  States  and  eastern  Canada. 
Returning  to  Utah,  the  tour  traversed  the  Old 
Mormon  trail  from  Nauvoo  to  Great  Salt  Lake 
Valley. 

In  1944,  I  was  elected  Frederick  Reynolds 
Memorial  Lecturer,  my  subject  being  National- 
ism and  World  Peace.  For  eight  years  (1944- 
1952)  I  was  a  member  of  the  Athletic  Council, 
University  of  Utah,  five  of  which  I  served  as 
chairman.  For  many  years,  I  was  a  member  of 
the  important  Credits  and  Admissions  Committee 
of  the  University  and  its  chairman  for  three  years 
and  at  present  I  am  chairman  of  the  University 
Publications  Committee.  In  1928,  I  became  a 
member  of  the  Seattle  Active  Club  and  was  elect- 
ed its  president  in  1931.  Four  years  later  I  was 
elected  first  vice-president  of  Active  International. 
I  have  also  been  affiliated  with  the  Rotary  Clubs 
of  Safford,  Ari7ona.  and  Ogden,  Utah.  I  am 
affiliated  with  the  followed  societies:  Phi  Delta 
Theta  (social  Fraternity),  Phi  Kappa  Phi  (scholastic 
honorary),  Phi  Aloha  Theta  (national  historian), 
American  Historical  Association.  National  Associ- 
ation of  University  Professors,  Sons  of  Utah  Pio- 
neers (Deseret  Chapter),  Pioneer  Trails  and  Land- 
marks Association,  Northwest  Association  of  Se- 
condary S-hoo's  end  Co'l°aes  (S-=^retarv  -  1944- 
1948,.  and  the  Utah  State  Historical  Society 
(president  since  1957).  Cited  in  Who's  Who  in 
America,  Who's  Who  in  the  West,  Who's  Who  in 
American  Education,  and  the  Dictionary  of  Ameri- 
can Scholars. 

Following  is  a  partial  list  of  mv  publications: 
The  New  Nationalism.  Seattle,  1927;  Nationalism 
and  World  Peace,  University  of  Utah,  1944;  Utah 
and  the  Nation,  University  of  Washington,  1929; 
The  Founding  of  an  Empire.  Salt  Lake  City,  1947; 
"The  Living  Past,"  Hawaii  Educational  Review  XX 
1931;  "Mormonism".  Encyclopedia  of  the  Social 
Sciences,  XI.  New  York.  1931;  "The  Quest  for 
Eternal  Life,"  Millennial  Star,  London,  1936;  "The 
Great  Basin  before  1850",  Washington  Historical 
Quarterly,  Seattle,  1928;  "Napoleonic  Interests 
in  India,"  Proceedings  of  the  American  Historical 
Review,  Pacific  Coast  Branch,  1929;  "The  World 
Crisis-1940,"  Deseret  News,  November  23,  1940; 
"Lansford  W.  Hastings  and  the  Discovery  of  the 
Old  Mormon  Trail,"  Western  Humanities  Review, 
III,  July  1949;  editor  and  collaborator  of  Neff, 
Andrew  Love,  History  of  Utah,  1940;  and  "George 
H.  Dern,"  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XXII 
Supplement  II,  New  York,  1957. 


VERONA  MORRISON  CREER 

In  an  old  two  story  adobe  house  built  by  my 
father  James  Bruce  Morrison,  who  molded  the 
adobes  out  of  the  rich  sticky  red  clay  typical  of 
Sevier  County,  I  was  born  of  goodly  pioneer 
stock  at  Richfield,  Utah,  April  12,  1902.  My 
mother  Caroline  Amanda  Foutz  Morrison,  was  a 
granddauahter  of  Jacob  Foutz,  bishop  of  the 
Nauvoo  fifth  ward  at  the  time  of  the  martyrdom 
of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  My  father  was 
the  son  of  William  Morrison,  descendant  of  Rob- 
ert Bruce.  He  came  from  Inverness,  Scotland  in 
1856  and  settled  first  at  Mount  Pleasant  and  later 
at  Richfield.  He  became  the  first  probate  judge 
in  Sevier  County. 

My  childhood  was  typical  of  the  life  of  most 
Latter-dav  Saints  children  raised  in  a  small  rural 
community.  I  was  the  tenth  of  eleven  children, 
six  bovs  and  five  aids.  All  except  one  lived  to 
maturity.  I  attended  the  oublic  schools  of  Rich- 
fie'd,  graduatinq  from  high  school  there  in  1918. 
After  one  vear's  training  at  the  University  of  Utah, 
I  taught  schnol  for  one  year  at  Burrville,  Utah.  It 
was  a  novel  experience  teaching  four  grades  in 
a  sinole  room  with  equipment  that  had  to  be 
larqely  improvised.  My  second  year  of  college 
trainina  was  earned  at  Fullerton  Junior  College, 
California.  Then  due  to  lack  of  funds,  I  was 
forced  to  discontinue  my  formal  education. 

In  1922,  I  found  emolovment  at  Johnson  and 
Rass,  a  larae  wholesale  millinery  establishment 
in  Los  Angeles  from  which  I  earned  six  dollars 
a  week  as  an  apprentice.  I  advanced  rapidly  in 
this  work  and  soon  became  a  desiqner.  I  left 
the  wholesale  business  in  1923  and  opened  my 
first  millinery  concession  on  Wilshire  Boulevard. 
Two  additional  concessions  were  opened  at  Al- 
hambra  and  San  Marino.  These  I  owned  and 
ooerated  at  the  time  of  my  marriage  in  1931  to 
Dr.  Leland  Hargrave  Creer. 

I  met  mv  aood  husband  for  the  first  time  at 
Fish  Lake  while  on  a  vacation  at  home  in  1930. 
Later,  on  reauest.  he  sent  me  a  copy  of  his  recent- 
ly published  book,  "Utah  and  the  Nation."  I  met 
him  aaain  in  1931  at  Los  Angeles  where  he  had 
arrived  en  route  to  Utah  from  Hawaii  after  spend- 
ing the  summer  in  these  tropical  isles  as  a  visit- 
ing professor  at  the  University  of  Hawaii.  He 
called  me  to  take  me  out  to  lunch  and  held  me 
to  a  promise  to  take  him  on  a  tour  in  my  car  down 
the  Pacific  Coast  to  San  Diego  and  Old  Mexico. 
He  swept  me  off  my  feet  completely  and  we 
were  married  at  Agua  Caliente  on  August  22, 
1931.  Later  we  were  married  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Temple.  Returning  to  Los  Angeles,  I  hurriedly 
closed  up  my  shops  and  returned  with  him  to 
Seattle,  Washington  where  he  was  employed 
at  the  state  university  there. 


65 


Mary    Lee   Creer    Christensen 

Our  first  beautiful  baby,  Mary  Lee,  was  born 
November  30,  1932.  Two  years  later,  February  6, 
1935,  a  son,  Leland  Morrison,  was  born.  When 
my  son  was  seven  months  old,  my  husband  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  President  of  Weber  College, 
Ogden,  Utah.  We  remained  at  Ogden  until  1937, 
then  we  moved  to  Salt  Lake  City  for  my  hus- 
band, primarily  interested  in  the  teaching  of  his- 
tory, accepted  a  position  at  the  University  of 
Utah.  Four  years  later  he  was  named  chairman 
of  the  department  of  history  in  that  institution. 
I  thereafter  became  active  in  the  busy  life  of  a 
college  professor,  attending  classes,  affiliating 
with  faculty  groups,  etc.  I  was  active  in  the  Pri- 
mary organization  of  the  Federal  Heights  Ward, 
serving  as  a  president  and  later  as  a  member  of 
the  Emigration  Stake  Board. 

Six  years  after  the  birth  of  our  son,  our  last 
child,  Bonnie  Amanda  was  born,  May  27,  1941. 
We  enjoyed  a  wonderful  historical  tour  with  our 
family  in  1948  when  my  husband  won  a  sab- 
batical leave.  After  touring  the  south  and  east, 
we  spent  three  delightful  months  at  Hingham, 
Massachusetts,  seventeen  miles  south  of  Boston 
in  order  to  enable  my  husband  to  have  access 
to  the  libraries  at  Harvard  University  where  he 
was  interested  in  collecting  materials  for  a  new 
volume  on  Western  American  History.  This  ac- 
complished we  returned  home  to  continue  our 
lives,  much  richer  in  experience  and  much  better 
informed  about  the  marvelous  resources  of  our 
great  country.  Six  year  later,  1954,  I  accompanied 
my  husband  on  a  second  and  far  more  extensive 
historical  tour,  throughout  the  South,  East,  New 
England,  Eastern  Canada  and  the  Middle  West. 
Returning  we  traveled  over  the  old  Mormon  Trail 
from  Nauvoo  to  Salt  Lake  City. 

Our  daughter  Mary  Lee  married  Gerald  Rodney 
Christensen  on  April  19,  1954,  her  father's  birth- 
day. Gerald  is  the  son  of  Clarence  F.  and  Mae 
Stromness  Christensen  and  was  born  October  4, 


Gerald    Rodney    Christensen 

1927  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Utah  and  at  present  is  em- 
ployed as  Loan  Officer  of  the  First  Federal  Sav- 
ings and  Loan  Association.  He  served  three  years 
in  the  United  States  Navy  in  the  Panama  sector. 
Mary  Lee  is  a  senior  at  the  University  of  Utah, 
majoring  in  art.  Gerald  and  Mary  Lee  Chris- 
tensen are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Stacy,  born 
April  20,  1957.  Leland  Morrison  will  graduate 
from  the  University  of  Utah  this  spring  (1957) 
and  will  also  receive  his  commission  as  ensign  in 
the  United  States  Navy.  He  was  editor  of  the 
Bryant  Junior  High  Paper,  the  "Bryant  Bulletin", 
and  also  the  East  High  "Leopard."  During  the 
summer  of  1953,  Leland  and  three  other  compan- 
ins  toured  Europe,  traveling  in  Belgium,  Nor- 
way, Sweden,  Denmark,  Holland,  France,  Ger- 
many, England,  Italy,  Greece,  Yugoslavia  and  Tur- 
key. He  is  currently  employed  as  Credit  Manager 
of  Morrison  Auto  Company.  Bonnie  Amanda,  our 
youngest  dauqhter  entered  East  High  School  this 
fall  (1956).  Always  active  in  extra-curricular  af- 
fairs, particularly  dramatics,  tennis  and  baseball, 
she  has  won  several  awards  in  these  activities. 
She  has  already  appeared  in  several  plays  spon- 
sored by  the  University  of  Utah  and  East  High 
School  and  this  summer  (1956)  won  six  different 
awards  in  singles  and  doubles  tennis  competition 
in  state  and  regional  tournaments  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  Ogden,  and  Denver,  Colorado.  At  the  end  of 
the  season,  the  Utah  State  Tennis  Association 
awarded  her  the  coveted  Mcintosh  trophy  for 
having  achieved  the  most  progress  in  the  field 
of  tennis  in  the  thirteen  to  eighteen  age  group. 
She  lists  as  her  hobbies:  tennis,  baseball,  swim- 
ming and  horseback  riding.  I,  myself  have  had 
a  busy  and  interesting  life.  My  family  has  been 
blessed  with  a  good  share  of  health  and  hap- 
piness. I  am  at  present  president  of  the  Faculty 
Women's  Club  of  the  University  of  Utah  and 
studying  art  at  that  institution. 
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Leland  Morrison  Creer 


Bonnie  Amanda  Creer 


John  Floyd  Creer,  son  of  Thomas  Oliver  and 
Mary  Caroline  Jones  Creer,  was  born  April  30, 
1897,  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  He  attended  the 
publi _  schools  of  Spanish  Fork  and  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  High  School,  Salt  Lake  City,  for  one 
year.  His  father  was  engaged  in  railroad  con- 
struction from  1905-1921  and  Floyd  spent  his 
summers  (1905-1913)  and  later  his  full  time  in 
this  activity  working  on  projects  in  the  Feather 
River  Canyon,  California;  Yellowstone  National 
Park;  Shelly,  Idaho;  and  Bingham,  St.  George 
and  Big  Cottonwood  Canyon,  Utah.  Since  1921 
he  was  employed  by  the  Utah  Construction  Com- 
pany and  the  Grant  Construction  Company  of 
Springville,  Utah,  first  as  teamster  foreman  and 
later  as  grade  construction  superintendent.  He 
became  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  men  in 
railroad  construction  in  the  West.  He  married 
Bessie  Van  Ausdal  of  Santaquin,  Utah,  March  29, 


1927.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Cornelius  John 
and  Sarah  Ann  Robins  Van  Ausdal.  Both  parents 
have  long  since  been  deceased.  Bessie  was  born 
October  31,  1903.  Floyd  and  Bessie  have  one 
adopted  daughter,  Lowa  Adrien.  She  was  born 
August  23,  1921  and  married  Ross  Card  Shurt- 
liff,  son  of  David  Vernon  and  Lavina  Card  Shurt- 
liff,  May  31,  1946.  Lowa  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Santaquin  and  Payson,  Utah  and  the 
L.D.S.  Business  College  at  Salt  Lake  City.  Ross 
was  born  February  9,  1918  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah.  He  attended  the  Utah  State  Agricultural 
College  at  Logan,  Utah  and  served  in  the  United 
States  Army,  Los  Angeles  Sector,  during  World 
War  II.  Ross  and  Lowa  are  parents  on  one  son, 
Floyd  Brent,  born  November  5,  1955.  John  Floyd 
Creer  died  from  a  heart  attack  at  Coeur  d'Alene, 
Idaho,  June  4,  1950.  He  is  buried  at  Santaquin, 
Utah. 


John    Floyd    Creer 


Bessie   Van   Ausdal    Creer 
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Ross,    Lowa    and    Floyd    Brent  Shurtliff 

William  Max  Creer,  son  of  Thomas  Oliver  and 
Mary  Caroline  Jones  Creer,  was  born  February  3, 
1901  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Spanish  Fork,  East  High  and 
Latter-day  Saints  College  at  Salt  Lake  City,  grad- 
uating from  the  latter  institution  in  1919.  He 
was  president  of  the  senior  class.  He  then  at- 
tended the  University  of  Utah  for  one  year  where 
he  became  affiliated  with  the  Phi  Delta  Theta 
Fraternity. 

During  the  year,  1921-1922,  Max  was  employ- 
ed as  instructor  of  business  at  Lincoln  High 
School,  Panaca,  Nevada.  Then  from  1925  to  1929, 
he  became  associated  with  the  Ed.  D.  Smith  and 
Sons  Insurance  Company  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Dur- 
ing these  years  he  also  served  as  sports  cor- 
respondent for  the  Salt  Lake  Tribune.  On  Decem- 
ber 1,  1929,  Max  accepted  employment  with 
the  American  Surety  Company,  where  he  advanc- 
ed rapidly  from  agent  to  office  manager  of  the 
Salt  Lake  and  Minneapolis  branches.  This  rapid 
rise  in  the  field  of  insurance  was  proof  of  his 
exceptional  ability  and  integrity.  As  a  young 
man,  Max  was  noted  for  his  clever  wit  and  spark- 
ling personality.  He  was  extremely  popular  a- 
mong  his  associates.  Just  before  his  death  in  1945 
plans  had  been  made  for  an  interview  with  rep- 
resentatives from  the  home  office  at  New  York 
City  where  he  was  being  considered  for  another 
major  promotion. 

In  1913,  Max  became  a  charter  member  of  the 
L.C.L.  Club,  which  was  organized  by  a  group  of 
thirteen  boys,  all  thirteen  years  of  age,  who  be- 
came friends  during  the  elementary  grades  of 
school.  What  the  letters  L.C.L.  signify  has  never 


William    Max    Creer 

p 
been  divulged  to  anyone— a  secret  which  has 
been  kept  to  this  day.  Every  year  a  monthly 
club  meeting  is  held  by  all  those  who  can  at- 
tend. In  1938,  the  club's  twenty-fifth  anniver- 
sary, a  radio  broadcast,  arranged  by  one  of  the 
L.C.L.  members  who  had  reached  a  top  ranking 
position  with  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  System 
was  sponsored  by  the  L.C.L.  Each  member  gave 
a  brief  history  of  his  life  during  his  twenty  five 
years  membership  in  the  club  and  thus  the  story 
of  this  unusual  organization  was  related  to  radio 
listeners.  Of  the  thirteen  members,  Max  was  the 
first  to  pass  away.  Even  though  some  of  the 
members  were  living  in  New  York,  the  Middle 
West,  and  the  Pacific  States,  eleven  of  the  twelve 
remaining  members  returned  to  Salt  Lake  for 
his  funeral  services  which  were  held  February 
6,  1945. 

Talented  in  Music  and  Dramatics,  Max  played 
a  prominent  role  in  these  activities.  He  sang  the 
leading  tenor  role  in  the  opera  "Priscilla"  spon- 
sored by  the  Latter-day  Saints  University  School 
of  Music  and  presented  in  the  old  Salt  Lake 
Theater.  He  later  became  affiliated  with  the  Bon- 
neville Dancing  Club  of  Salt  Lake  City;  and  the 
Athletic,  Kiwanis,  and  Insurance  Clubs  of  Min- 
neapolis. 

On  August  31,  1921,  Max  married  Elva  Silver 
in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  They  were  later  divorced. 
Max  and  Elva  became  the  parents  of  one  son, 
Max  Bryce  Creer,  who  was  born  August  16,  1922 
in  Salt  Lake  City.  Bryce  graduated  from  South 
High  School  and  then  attended  the  University 
of  Utah  for  three  and  one-half  years.  In  October 
1942,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Air  Force 
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Bryce,  Max,  Emma,  and  (front)  Patricia  Creer 

and  served  until  1946  in  the  China-Burma-India 
sector.  He  was  in  China  at  the  time  of  his  father's 
death.  He  is  currently  employed  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Postal  Service.  On  February  14,  1942  he  was 
married  to  Lillian  Beth  Kamerath,  daughter  of 
Herman  E.  and  Katie  L.  Neve  Kamerath  of  Salt 
Lake  City.  Bryce  and  Lillian  are  the  parents  of 
four  children:  Richard  Bryce,  born  December  12, 
1942;  Carolyn  Bess,  born  January  28,  1948; 
Arnold  Wayne,  born  December  11,  1950;  and 
Sharon,  born  October  1,  1954.  Richard  Bryce  is 
actively  engaged  in  Latter-day  Saints  Church  work 
and  is  enrolled  as  a  student  in  the  Olympus  Jun- 
ior High  School. 

Max  married  Emma  Louise  Guy,  July  27,  1934. 
Emma  had  one  child,  Patricia  Sue,  by  a  former 
husband,  whom  Max  later  adopted. 

Max  died  February  1,  1945  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  from  a  severe  heart  attack.  He  suc- 
cumbed just  two  days  before  his  forty-fourth 
birthday. 

EMMA  LOUISE  GUY  CREER  MYERS 

Emma  Louise  Guy  Creer  Myers,  daughter  of 
John  William  and  Margaret  Moir  Guy,  was  born 
February  23,  1908  in  Provo,  Utah.  She  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Provo,  Utah,  graduating 
from  the  high  school  there  in  1926.  She  then 
attended  the  Latter-day  Saints  Business  College, 
1926-1927,  and  later  entered  private  business  as 
a  secretary.  During  her  high  school  career,  she 
was  elected  class  and  student  body  secretary 
and  a  member  of  the  Frovonian  (school  paper) 
staff.    She    also    studied    piano    and    violin    and 


Patricia  Creer  Johnson  and  son  Scott  in  lap; 
Edgar  Johnson  holding  Teresa. 

played  first  violin  in  the  school  orchestra.  Emma 
became  an  officer  in  the  Eastern  Star,  Lynds 
Chapter  One,  in  Salt  Lake  City.  On  July  27,  1935, 
she  married  William  Max  Creer,  son  of  Thomas 
O.  and  Mary  Jones  Creer.  Her  daughter,  Pa- 
tricia Sue,  by  a  former  marriage  was  adopted 
by  Max  November  9,  1935.  Patricia  Sue  was 
born  July  27,  1930  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  On 
January  18,  1951  she  married  Edgar  Rutledge 
Johnson,  son  of  Edgar  Rutledge  and  Mary  Eu- 
lalie  Smith  Johnson.  He  was  born  August  24, 
1924  in  Los  Angeles,  California.  Edgar  attended 
Loyola  High  School  at  Los  Angeles  where  he  was 
class  president  and  captain  of  the  high  school 
baseball  team.  He  served  in  World  War  II,  from 
1945  to  1946,  being  attached  to  the  Marines  as 
a  radio  man  on  the  island  of  Iwo  Jima,  and  be- 
cause of  wounds  received  in  gallant  service  was 
awarded  the  Purple  Heart  and  Battle  Star  awards. 
In  January  1957,  Edgar  became  a  partner  of 
George  Gutnik  in  the  Manufacturer's  Advertising 
Business.  Patricia  Sue  majored  in  advertising  in 
Woodbury  College  where  she  became  promin- 
ent in  speech  and  dramatics  activities.  She  won 
the  California  State  Championship  in  a  sponsored 
state  wide  Speech  Festival.  Edgar  and  Pat  are 
the  parents  of  two  lovely  children:  Teresa  Sue, 
born  April  19,  1953  and  Scott  Rutledge,  born 
September  30,  1955.  William  Max  Creer  died 
February  1,  1945  at  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 
Emma  later  married  Howard  C.  Myers,  February 
14,  1948,  in  Studio  City,  California.  Mr.  Myers 
died  suddenly  from  a  heart  attack,  March  1,  1957. 
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Thomas   Donald   Creer 


Beatrice  Simper  Creer 


Thomas  Donald  Creer  was  the  fifth  and  young- 
est child  of  Thomas  Oliver  and  Mary  Caroline 
Jones  Creer.  He  was  born  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah, 
August  30,  1903.  In  1912,  the  family  moved  to 
Salt  Lake  City,  where  Donald  attended  the  East 
and  Latter-day  Saints  Hiah  Schools,  graduating 
from  the  latter  in  1921.  He  received  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  the  University  of  Utah 
in  1925.  At  the  state  institution,  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  both  the  Freshmen  and  the  Varsity  De- 
bating Teams  and  was  manager  of  the  latter 
during  his  senior  year.  He  was  a  member  of 
Tau  Kappa  Alpha,  and  of  Pi  Kapoa  Alpha,  na- 
tional debating  and  social  fraternities. 

Durino  the  vpar  1995-1926.  he  taught  History 
in  the  Murrav  Hiah  School  and  for  the  following 
two  years  fulfilled  a  mission  to  France  for  the 
Latter-day  Saints  Church.  During  this  time  he 
served  as  President  of  the  Lyons.  France,  and 
Geneva.  Switzerland  branches  and  was  apoint- 
ecl  President  of  the  Paris  Mission  District  but  was 
released  from  the  latter  responsibility  and  called 
home  because  of  the  serious  illness  of  his  father 
who  died  shortly  after  his  return  to  Utah  in  1929. 

From  1929  to  1933.  Donald  was  employed  as 
instructor  in  the  John  R.  Barnes  Seminary  at  Kays- 
ville,  Utah.  During  this  time  he  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Sunday  School  Board  of  the  South 
Davis  Stake. 

In  June,  1933,  he  went  to  Washington,  D.  C, 
and  enrolled  in  the  George  Washington  Law 
School.  After  attending  the  summer  session,  he 
returned  to  Salt  Lake  City  and  was  married  to 
Beatrice  Ellen  Simper,  August  30,    1933.   He  re- 


turned to  Washington  immediately  thereafter  to 
continue  his  law  studies  and  was  employed  mean- 
while as  assistant  Law  Librarian  of  the  University 
and  later,  1934  to  1939,  as  legal  consultant  of 
the  Reconstruction  Finance  Corporation.  He  was 
awarded   the   Bachelor   of   Law   degree   in    1937. 

In  1939,  the  Creer  family  moved  to  Spokane, 
Washington,  as  a  result  of  Donald's  appointment 
to  the  position  of  Legal  Representative  and  Credit 
Manager  of  the  Inland  Empire  Refineries  Corp- 
oration. In  September,  1939,  Mr.  Creer  was  made 
President  of  the  Spokane  Branch  of  the  North- 
western States  Mission,  which  office  he  held 
until  May  1941,  when  the  family  moved  to  East 
Midvale,  Utah.  In  the  fall  of  1941,  he  was  set 
apart  as  Bishop  of  the  East  Midvale  Ward.  He 
served  in  this  capacity  until   1947. 

Donald  engaged  in  the  private  practice  of  law 
at  Salt  Lake  City  until  June,  1942,  at  which  time 
he  was  appointed  District  Attorney  for  the  Engin- 
eers Corps  of  the  War  Department.  After  the 
legal  department  of  the  above  organization  was 
transferred  to  Sacramento,  California,  he  became 
Legal  Representative  for  the  Latter-day  Saints 
General  Church  Welfare  Committee.  In  1946, 
he  resigned  from  this  position  to  become  the 
Salt  Lake  District  Attorney  for  the  War  Assets 
Administration.  Since  1947  he  has  been  engag- 
ed in  the  practice  of  law  in  Salt  Lake  City  and 
Bingham  Canyon,  Utah,  in  which  capacity  he 
has  continued  to  the  present  day.  He  has  been 
City  Attorney  for  Bingham  Canyon  since  1947. 
A  very  active  worker  in  the  Republican  Party, 
Donald  was  nominated  its  candidate  for  the  office 
of  Salt  Lake  County  Attorney  in  1954. 
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Thomas   Donald   Creer  Jr. 

BEATRICE  ELLEN  SIMPER  CREER 

Beatrice  Ellen  Simper  Creer,  daughter  of  Ray- 
mond Massey  and  Annie  Ida  Jensen  Simper, 
was  born  in  Union,  Salt  Lake  County,  February 
16,  1908.  Her  father  died  in  1911  and  the  wid- 
owed mother  and  her  three  children  moved  to 
Murray,  Utah,  three  years  later.  She  attended  the 
Murray  Public  Schools,  graduating  from  high 
school  in  1926.  She  was  very  active  in  the  latter 
school,  especially  in  musical  activities  where  she 
displayed  marked  talent.  She  was  vice-president 
of  the  student  body  and  of  the  seminary  during 
her  senior  year.  In  1926,  she  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Murray  High  School  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation. 

After  graduating  from  high  school,  Beatrice 
attended  the  Latter-day  Saints  Junior  College  for 
a  year  and  then,  1927,  enrolled  at  the  University 
of  Utah,  where  she  was  awarded  an  elementary 
school  diploma  in  1928.  At  the  University,  Bea- 
trice affiliated  with  Delta  Gamma  Sorority,  was 
president  of  the  University  Ladies  Chorus  and  a 
member  of  the  Ladies  Vocal  Quartet.  She  taught 
in  the  Murray  Public  Schools  from  1930  to  1933. 

For  six  years  prior  to  her  employment  as  teach- 
er in  the  Murray  city  schools,  Beatrice  performed 
as  drummer  and  vocal  soloist  in  two  ladies  dance 
orchestras.  She  also  operated  a  beauty  parlor  in 
her  home  from  1924  to  1928.  She  was  an  ac- 
complished dancer  and  won  many  dancing  con- 
tests throughout  the  county.  Beatrice  has  always 
been  active  in  Church  work;  for  three  years  she 
taught  classes  and  served  as  chorister  of  the 
East  Midvale  Ward  Sunday  School  and  for  many 
years  was  director  of  the  Ladies  Chorus  of  that 


ward.  She  served  as  Primary  Supervisor  of  the 
East  Jordan  Stake  Sunday  School  Board  for 
four  years. 

Beatrice  was  married  to  Thomas  Donald  Creer, 
son  of  Thomas  Oliver  and  Mary  Caroline  Jones 
Creer,  August  30,  1933.  Following  her  marriage 
she  accompanied  her  husband  to  Washington, 
D.  C.  where  he  was  enrolled  in  the  George 
Washington  University  Law  School.  A  son,  Tho- 
mas Donald  Jr.,  was  born  to  them  on  July  10, 
1935.  Thomas  is  at  present  a  Junior  at  the  Un- 
iversity of  Utah  and  has  earned  awards  there 
in  musical  activities.  Very  active  in  Church  work, 
he  was  President  of  both  his  ward's  Deacons' 
and  Priests'  Quorums,  and  president  of  the  East 
Midvale   M-Men    class. 

At  Washington,  Beatrice  was  chorister  and 
vice-president  of  the  local  chapter  of  the  Daugh- 
ters of  Utah  Pioneers  and  secretary  of  the  Capitol 
Review  Ladies  Social  Club.  She  was  also  active 
in  the  Latter-day  Saints  Church  circles,  serving 
as  chorister,  teacher  and  officer  in  the  Young 
Ladies  Mutual  Improvement  Association  and  Pri- 
mary Association  of  the  Washington  Branch.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Branch  Chorus  for  five 
years.  In  1939,  the  family  moved  to  Spokane, 
Washington  where  Thomas  Donald  had  accepted 
employment  as  Credit  Manager  of  the  Inland 
Empire  Refineries  Corporation.  Here  for  two 
years  she  again  became  active  in  church  work, 
as  soloist  in  the  Branch  choir,  Superintendent  of 
the  Junior  Sunday  School  and  Activity  Counselor 
in  the  Spokane  District  of  Young  Ladies  Mutual 
Improvement  Association. 

The  Creers  returned  to  Utah  in  1941  where 
Beatrice  has  continued  to  foster  similar  interests 
in  the  church.  She  also  resumed  teaching  activity 
in  the  Murray  School  District.  For  one  year  she 
was  elected  President  of  the  American  Child- 
hood Association. 


FAMILY     REUNION     PICTURE 

On  the  following  two  pages  is  a  picture  of  the 
posterity  of  Edward  and  Ann  Creer  at  a  reunion 
held  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  December  27,  1905. 
This  was  the  ninety-first  anniversary  of  Ann 
Morris  Creer,  who  was  born  December  27,  1814. 
Top  row,  Numbers  6,  7,  8,  9,  10  and  11  are 
the  surviving  children  of  Edward  and  Ann  Morris 
Creer  at  that  time.  They  are:  No  6,  Ann  Creer 
Rowe;  No.  7,  Willard  Orson  Creer;  No.  8,  Alice 
Ann  Jones;  No.  9,  Jane  Creer  Skinner,-  No.  10, 
Edward  Creer;  and  No.    11,  Mathias  Creer. 
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1 

Roy  Creer 

15 

Pearl  Creer  Gillette 

29 

Mary  Brockbank  Creer 

- 

2 

George   Jones 

16 

Reed   Creer 

30 

Jennie  Creer 

.. 

3 

Ed  M.  Banks 

17 

Jennie  Thomas   Ludlow 

31 

John  Preston  Creer 

i[ 

4 

Llewellyn  Jones 

18 

Elias    Jones 

32 

Mary  Ann  Banks  Thomas 

-: 

5 

David    H.   Jones 

19 

Albert  Banks 

33 

Ellen  Johnson   Banks 

C 

6 

Annie  Creer  Rowe 

20 

Ralph  Creer 

23 

Morris  Creer 

■■ 

7 

Willard  Orson  Creer 

21 

William  O.  Jones 

35 

John    Banks 

-: 

8 

Alice  Ann  Jones 

22 

John  T.  Morgan 

36 

George   Hitchings 

:: 

9 

Jane  Creer  Skinner 

23 

Sophia  Davis  Creer 

37 

Albert  T.  Money 

: 

10 

Edward  Creer 

24 

Emma   Creer 

38 

John   B.   Hughes 

:: 

11 

Mathias  Creer 

25 

William  Edward  Creer 

39 

Wyle  Edward  Thomas 

: 

12 

James  M.  Creer 

26 

Robert  Banks 

40 

Mark    Johnson 

:'- 

13 

Lewellyn   Jones 

27 

Joseph  Creer 

41 

Grace   Rowe 

:: 

14 

Roger  W.  Creer 

28 

Deli  la  Bradford  Creer  Okelberry 

42 

Nora   Rowe  Robertson 

72 


43  Annie   Rowe   Beck 

44  Jennie    Rowe   Thomas 

45  Morgan    Beck 

46  Margaret  Snell  Creer 

47  Eliza    Banks   Money 

48  Marry  Thomas  Gardner 
49 

50  Grace  Creer 

51  Mary  Jones  Creer 

52  Hannah    Beck    Creer 

53  Hazel  Money  Adamson 

54  Ethel  Thomas 

55  Margaret  Jones  Ludlow 


56  Agnes  Miller  Creer 

57  Effel  Creer  Beck 

58  Florence  Creer  Kelsey 

59  Hannah   Jones   Stewart 

60  Jane  Creer  Clove 

61  Minnie  Creer  Sharp 

62  Mary    Peterson    Creer 

63  Thomas  Creer 

64  Eliza  Banks  Money 

65  Alvin  Robert  Creer 

66  Charles  C.  Creer 

67  Owen  Rowe 

68  Jane   Hales   Jones 


69  Eliza   Creer   White 

70  Catherine  Banks  Hughes 

71  Nell  Jones  Graham 

72  Lucilla    Creer    Roberts 

73  Nora   Jones   Cook 

74  Ruth  Beck  Holley 

75  Eleanor  Creer  Nielson 

76  Nellie    Rowe   Morgan 

77  Mel  I  Creer  Ferguson 

78  Margaret  Creer  Jones 

79  Letitia     Creer 

80  Sarah  Ann  Creer 
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JOHN    PRESTON   CREER 


MARY   ELIZABETH   BROCKBANK  CREER 


John  Preston  Creer,  eighth  child  of  William 
and  Sarah  Jane  Bradley  Creer,  was  born  July  27, 
1875  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  that  community  and  graduated 
with  the  first  eighth  grade  class  after  the  inaug- 
uration of  the  eight  year  system  in  Utah  County. 
In  1892  he  attended  the  Ninth  Grade  School 
taught  by  Joseph  A.  Rees  and  then  enrolled  at 
the  Brigham  Young  University  and  three  years 
later  (1896)  was  awarded  a  Normal  Certificate 
to  teach  school  in  the  State  of  Utah.  In  1896- 
1897,  he  taught  school  in  the  Spring  Lake  District. 

From  1897  to  1899,  John  Preston  fulfilled  a 
mission  for  the  Latter-day  Saints  Church  in  the 
Southern  States.  He  was  assigned  to  the  Middle 
Tennessee  Conference  with  headquarters  at  Chat- 
tanooga. On  returning  home,  he  found  his  father 
practically  an  invalid  and  needing  much  care. 
He  therefore  procured  a  position  as  teacher  in 
the  Spanish  Fork  School  District  and  remained  at 
home  that  year  (1899-1900)  to  help  care  for  him. 
After  his  father's  death,  which  occurred  August 
10,  1900,  John,  on  the  advice  of  President  Joshua 
H.  Paul,  enrolled  at  the  L.D.S.  College  at  Salt 
Lake  City  where  he  was  permitted  to  teach  part 
time.  In  1901  he  was  awarded  a  Normal  Di- 
ploma and  later  that  summer  was  offered  the 
Principalship  of  the  Mapleton  School  at  a  monthly 
salary  of   $65. 

On  September  4,  1901,  John  Preston  married 
Mary  Elizabeth  Brockbank,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Mary  Jane  Thomas  Brockbank.  They  were 
married  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple  by  President 
John  R.  Winder,  second  counselor  to  President 
Joseph  F.  Smith. 


In  1904,  Mr.  Creer  was  appointed  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Spanish  Fork  Schools  and  that  year  he 
and  his  brother  Thomas  inaugurated  the  first 
high  school  work  offered  in  that  community.  The 
room  provided  for  this  project  wa-s  improvised 
on  the  third  floor  of  the  present  Central  School 
Building.  There  were  some  twenty-four  students 
who  registered  for  the  first  year's  class  and  about 
twelve  of  these  were  graduated  two  years  later. 

While  engaged  in  teaching  John  became  in- 
terested in  mining.  About  this  experience  he 
writes:  "Being  a  little  adventurous,  but  cautious, 
I  bought  and  sold  mining  stocks  to  a  very  great 
advantage.  Soon  I  accumulated  quite  a  fortune 
for  those  days.  In  1907,  I  resigned  as  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools  so  that  I  could  devote  all  my 
time  to  the  mining  industry.  I  was  associated  with 
several  mining  companies,  practically  all  of  which 
were  controlled  by  the  Knight  interests  of  Provo. 
The  Roosevelt  panic  of  1907  gave  all  these  min- 
ing companies  a  hazardous  setback,  but  for- 
tunately I  came  through  alright.  From  my  profits 
I  built  my  new  home  in  Spanish  Fork  and  with 
my  brother  James,  the  large  business  block 
known  as  the  Creer  Building  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Second  North  Streets." 

Paralleling  his  educational  activities,  John  Creer 
found  time  to  engage  in  religious,  civic  and  mun- 
icipal affairs.  From  1901  to  1919  he  was  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer  of  the  Nebo  Stake  Sunday 
School  Union  Board  as  well  as  head  of  Teachers 
Training  Work.  He  served  two  terms  as  City  Coun- 
cilman, during  which  time  electricity  and  paved 
side  walks  were  provided  for  the  city  of  Spanish 
Fork.  It  was  at  this  time  also  that  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce   was   organized. 
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John  Creer  was  appointed  Superintendent  of 
Schools  of  Utah  County  December  7,  1910.  Dur- 
ing his  superintendency  a  plan  of  consolidation 
of  high  schools  was  effected  in  Utah  County. 
A  bill  for  this  purpose  was  prepared  by  Mr. 
Creer  and  aproved  by  the  State  Legislature  March 
9,  1911.  Subsequently  the  Nebo  School  District 
bonded  itself  for  $150,000  to  build  three  high 
school  buildings  at  Springville,  Spanish  Fork 
and  Payson.  "It  was  a  joyous  day  when  we  had 
suitable  buildings,  adequate  facilities,  and  suf- 
ficient equipment  to  carry  on  accredited  High 
Schools  in  the  Nebo  School  District,"  writes  John. 
And  he  continues:  "This  began  a  new  era  for 
the  schools  of  the  state.  Our  high  school  enroll- 
ment included  more  graduates  from  the  grades 
and  inspired  more  students  to  enter  the  Univer- 
sities. Utah  was  soon  known  for  her  educational 
facilities,  her  great  quantities  of  high  school 
graduates  and  the  largest  percentage  per  capita 
of  college  students  in  the  nation.  The  reason 
I  take  such  pride  in  this  accomplishment  is  be- 
cause it  was  an  original  system  and  produced 
such  marvelous  results.  I  consider  it  the  crown- 
ing achievement  of  my  life."  Four  years  later 
a  bill  authorized  by  Mr.  Creer  providing  for  the 
consolidation  of  all  common  school  districts  was 
passed  by  the  State  Legislature. 

For  many  years,  John  Creer  was  a  member  of 
the  Utah  Educational  Association,  the  National 
Educational  Association,  and  the  National  Asso- 
ciation of  School  Superintendents.  He  was  elected 
Vice-President  of  the  Utah  Educational  Association 
in    1918. 

During  the  eighteen  years  of  their  married 
life  spent  in  Spanish  Fork,  there  were  born  to 
John  and  Mary  seven  children;  two  boys,  John 
Preston  and  Frank;  and  five  girls,  Jennie,  LaReta, 
Lucile,  Clara  and  Mary.  John  Preston  died  in 
infancy. 

In  1919,  Mr.  Creer  accep*ed  a  position  as  Vice- 
President  of  the  B.A.  McMillan  Paper  and  School 
Company  in  Salt  Lake  City,  and  with  his  family 
moved  to  Salt  Lake.  This  company  subsequently 
became  known  as  the  Utah-Idaho  School  Supply 
Company  and  with  it  Mr.  Creer  became  associated 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  With  other  stock- 
holders he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  two 
subsidiary  firms:  the  Nielsen  Investment  Com- 
pany and  the  People's  Finance  and  Thrift  Com- 
pany. At  Salt  Lake,  John  became  a  member  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Knife  and  Fork 
Club,  the  Pioneers  Trails  and  Landmarks  Associa- 
tion and  the  Salt  Lake  Rotary  Club.  He  continued 
his  active  work  in  the  Latter-day  Saints  Church, 
teaching  Teacher  Training,  Sunday  School  and 
Priesthood  classes  in  the  Thirty-first  and  Gilmer 
Park  Wards. 


The  Creer  family  resides  at  1 122  Gilmer  Drive 
where  they  built  their  home  in  1924.  He  and  his 
wife  have  traveled  extensively  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Hawaii  and  his  wife  Mary 
and   their   daughter   have  visited   Europe. 

John  Preston  Creer  died  of  a  heart  attack  on 
April  25,  1954.  He  was  in  his  seventy-ninth  year. 

MARY   ELIZABETH    BROCKBANK  CREER 

Mary  Elizabeth  Brockbank  Creer,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  Jane  Thomas  Brockbank,  was 
born  in  Spanish  Fork,  September  6,  1879.  Her 
father.  Samuel  Brockbank.  was  the  first  male  child 
born  in  Spanish  Fork.  Her  mother,  Mary  Jane 
Thomas,  was  born  December  25,  1856.  Her  grand- 
parents. James  Wylie  Thomas  and  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Koyle  Thomas,  and  Isaac  Brockbank  and 
Sarah  Brown  Brockbank  were  two  of  the  first 
pioneer   families    to    settle   Spanish    Fork. 

Mary  was  born  in  a  lumber  house  constructed 
by  her  father.  He  cut  down  the  trees  in  Spanish 
Fork  Canyon,  and  with  the  help  of  his  brother 
Joseph,  built  the  home  she  was  born  in.  It 
stands  to  this  day. 

Of  her  early  youth,  Mary  writes,  "My  school 
Havs  were  happy  ones,  mv  first  teacher  was 
Relda  Andrews,  mother  of  William  McKell,  now 
head  of  the  American  Surety  Company  of  New 
York  Citv.  I  was  graduated  from  the  eigh+h 
grade.  There  was  no  high  school  in  Spanish 
Fork  at  this  time,  but  Joseph  A.  Rees  taught 
a  school  of  hiqher  education  for  those  who 
wished  to  continue  further  study.  I  attended 
his  school  for  two  years  after  my  graduation 
from     the     eighth     grade.  He     branched     out 

into  some  of  the  higher  subjects  of  learning, 
s'ich  ps  algebra,  ancient  history,  English,  hygiene, 
elocution,  dramatics,  etc.  I  felt  that  training 
under  Mr.  Rees  was  invaluable." 

At  an  early  age,  Mary  Brockbank  became 
active  as  an  officer  and  teacher  of  the  ward 
Primary,  Sunday  School  and  Mutual  Improvement 
Association.  She  sang  in  the  local  community 
choir  for  twenty-five  years,  an  organization  which 
won  fame  throughout  the  state.  Her  future  fath- 
er-in-law, William  Creer,  was  its  president  for 
more  than  thirty  years.  In  1897,  she  became 
a  clerk  and  a  buyer  in  the  Spanish  Fork  Co-op. 
"During  the  time  I  worked  in  the  store,"  Mary 
writes,  "I  was  counselor  in  the  Mutual  and  then 
made  President.  In  those  days  we  didn't  have 
janitors  to  make  the  fires,  fill  the  lamps  or  clean 
the  buildings.  After  I  went  home  from  work, 
I  chopped  an  armful  of  wood,  took  over  matches 
and  paper  and  made  a  fire  in  the  stove  to  warm 
the  room  before  Mutual."  About  this  time  she 
became  a  charter  member  of  the  Self  Culture  club. 

On  September  4,  1901,  Mary  Brockbank  mar- 
ried   John    Preston    Creer,    son    of    William    and 
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Sarah  Jane  Bradley  Creer,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple. 
The  young  couple  immediately  left  for  Mapleton, 
Utah,  where  John  had  secured  a  position  as  prin- 
cipal of  the  school  at  a  salary  of  $65  per  month. 
However,  they  paid  only  $2.50  per  month  rental 
for  a  four  room  house.  The  following  year  they 
returned  to  Spanish  Fork  and  remained  there  for 
eighteen  years  since  John  had  been  appointed 
principal  of  the  Spanish  Fork  school.  In  1904,  he 
and  his  brother  Thomas  introduced  the  first  high 
school  work  in  the  community.  In  1910,  John 
Preston  Creer  was  made  Superintendent  of 
Schools   in   Utah   County. 

To  Mary  and  John  were  born  seven  children: 
Jennie  (1909);  John  Preston  (1904\-  LaRita  (1905); 
Frank  (1907);  Lucile  (1909);  Clara  (1912);  and 
Mary  (1915).  John  Preston  died  in  infancy. 

The  Creer  family  moved  to  Salt  Lake  City  in 
1919,  where  John  accepted  the  position  as  Vice- 
President   of   the    Utah-Idaho   School    Supply    Co. 


They  lived  first  at  1094  Windsor  St.,  and  later 
built  a  home  at  1122  Gilmer  Drive.  In  Salt  Lake 
City  Mary  continued  her  work  in  the  Church. 
She  became  counselor  in  the  31st  Ward  Relief 
Society,  President  of  the  Young  Ladies  Mutual 
Improvement  Association,  and  a  member  of  the 
Liberty  Stake  Mutual  and  Relief  Society  Boards. 
She  and  her  husband  became  members  of  an 
evening  Literary  Club  and  have  continued  their 
affiliation  with  this  group  for  more  than  thirty- 
five  years.  John  and  Mary  Creer  have  traveled 
widely.  Mary  accompanied  her  daughter  Jennie 
Creer  Stoddard  and  her  two  children,  Virginia 
and  Stanford,  on  a  tour  throughout  Europe  in 
1949  and  two  years  later,  1951,  she  and  her 
husband   visited   the   Hawaiian    Islands. 

Mary  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
Utah  Pioneers  and  of  the  National  Organization 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 
Her  husband,  John  Preston  Creer,  died  April  25, 
1954. 


Jennie    Creer    Stoddard 


Howard    James    Stoddard 


Jennie  Creer  Stoddard,  daughter  of  John 
Preston  and  Mary  Brockbank  Creer,  was  born 
in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  July  28,  1902.  She  is 
the  eldest  of  a  family  of  seven  children.  She 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Spanish 
Fork  and  the  University  of  Utah,  graduating  from 
the  latter  institution  in  1924.  As  a  student  at 
the  University,  Jennie  became  interested  in 
Speech  and  Dramatics.  In  1923,  she  taught  Eng- 
lish and  Speech  at  the  South  Junior  High  School, 
Salt  Lake  City,  and  attended  the  summer  session 
of   the    University   of   California    at   Berkeley. 

On  September  4,  1924,  Jennie  married  How- 
ard James  Stoddard  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple. 
Howard  and  Jennie  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren: Howard  Preston,  Virginia  Claire,  Stanford 
Creer  and  Charles  Creer.  Howard  Preston,  the 
eldest,    was    born    in    New   York   City,    April    14, 


1927.  He  attended  Michigan  State  College  and 
the  University  of  Utah,  graduating  from  the  lat- 
ter   institution    in    1950. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  varsity  tennis  team  at 
the  University  of  Utah  for  two  years.  Howard 
served  in  the  United  States  Army,  in  the  Itlaian 
Sector,  for  two  years,  1946-1947  and  travelled 
throughout  Europe  during  the  summer  of  1952. 
Since  1950,  he  has  been  employed  in  the  Michi- 
gan National  Bank  at  Lansing.  Virginia  Claire 
was  born  September  8,  1929  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah.  She  attended  the  public  schools  of  East 
Lansing,  Michigan;  Kingswood  School  at  Cran- 
brook;  a  private  girls'  school  at  Bloomfield;  and 
the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Harbor,  where 
she  was  graduated  in  1951.  At  the  latter  insti- 
tution she  became  affiliated  with  Pi  Beta  Phi 
Sorority.  She  has  traveled  widely  throughout  Eur- 
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Howard    Preston   Stoddard 

ope,  Mexico  and  the  United  States  and  has  been 
employed  as  secretary  in  the  National  City  Bank 
of  New  York,  and  as  secretary  for  the  sales  pro- 
motion manager  of  Trans-World  Airlines  in  San 
Francisco.  In  1956  she  was  employed  by  a  travel 
agency  in  Palo  Alto,  California,  where  she  cur- 
rently resides. 

Stanford  Creer  Stoddard  was  born  Decem- 
ber 28,  1930  in  Salt  Lake  City.  He  attended 
Richard  Elementary  School  at  Grosse  Pointe, 
Michigan  and  the  East  Lansing  High  School  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1948.  He  later  at- 
tended the  University  of  Michigan  from  which 
he  received  the  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science 
in  Business  in  1952.  After  his  graduation  from 
college  he  served  in  the  United  States  Army  as 
a  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Quartermaster  Corps 
and  was  stationed  at  Seoul,  Korea.  While  there, 
Stanford  witnessed  the  first  organization  of  the 
Latter-day  Saints  Church  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
"The  objective,"  fie  says,  "was  to  develop  Korean 
leadership  in  order  that  the  Church  could  con- 
tinue to  function  after  the  L.D.S.  servicemen  left. 
This  apparently  was  accomplished  and  full  time 
missionaries  are  now  laboring  in  that  country." 
At  present  he  is  employed  as  loan  officer  of  the 
Bank  of  Michigan  in  Detroit.  Slanford  has  served 
as  L.D.S.  Sunday  School  Superintendent  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan  and  had  the  opportunity  to 
affiliate  with  several  service  clubs  and  commun- 
ity groups  in  localities  where  he  has  resided. 
Charles  Creer  Stoddard,  the  youngest  son,  was 
born  June  3,  1945  in  East  Lansing,  Michigan. 
He  has  spent  the  past  two  summers  at  Camp 
Charlevoix,  in  northern  Michigan  and  plans  to 
attend  Culver  Military  School  this  summer  (1956). 
He  is  interested  in  athletics,  particularly  tennis 
and  swimming. 

The  Stoddards  have  travelled  widely.  Near- 
ly every  year  they  visit  Utah,  their  native  state 


Virginia  Clair  Stoddard 

and  make  frequent  visits  to  northern  Michigan, 
often  referred  to  as  the  "Switzerland  of  America." 
During  the  winter  season  several  weeks  are  spent 
each  year  in   Florida. 

In  1949,  Jennie,  together  with  her  children, 
Virginia  and  Stanford,  and  her  mother  toured 
eight  European  countries.  Howard,  the  father 
met  his  family  in  Paris  and  all  returned  to  Ameri- 
ca on  the  Queen  Elizabeth,  largest  passenger 
ship  in  the  world.  Howard  Jr.  did  not  join  the 
party  since  he  had  just  returned  from  military 
service  in  Italy.  A  second  trip  to  Europe  was 
made  by  Jennie  in  1951.  She  was  accompanied 
by  her  daughter,  Virginia,  who  was  given  the 
trip  by  her  father  after  receiving  her  degree 
from  the  University  of  Michigan.  Jennie  and 
her  daughter  flew  to  England,  and  there  boarded 
a  liner  for  the  North  Cape  cruise.  This  took  them 
up  the  coast  of  Norway  and  into  the  Arctic  Circle; 
land  of  the  midnight  sun.  Norway,  Sweden, 
Denmark,  Finland,  Germany  and  France  were 
visited.  Jennie  writes:  "The  two  European  trips 
were  some  of  the  highlights  of  my  life.  They 
were  unforgettable  experiences." 

Jennie  has  also  visited  Mexico,  Hawaii, 
Guatemala,  Central  America,  the  Caribbean  Is- 
lands; eastern  Canada,  and  thirty-eight  of  the  for- 
ty-eight states  of  the  American  Union. 

The  Stoddards  have  entertained  many  not- 
able leaders  in  political  and  financial  circles  at 
their  beautiful  home  in  Lansing,  Michigan.  Mrs. 
Woodrow  Wilson  of  Washington  D.C.,  and  Mrs. 
Seth  Jones  of  Detroit,  Michigan  were  among 
those  entertained  in  1933.  Executives  of  General 
Motors  Co.,  and  other  automobile  concerns,  in- 
cluding R.  E.  Olds,  have  been  numbered  among 
their  many  friends.  At  Lansing,  Jennie  has  serv- 
ed on  the  Red  Cross  Board,  Town  Hall  Board, 
the  Sparrow  Hospital  Auxilary  and  has  actively 
participated  in  the  Relief  Society  of  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  Church. 
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Stanford    Creer    Stoddard 


Charles    Creer    Stoddard 


HOWARD  JAMES  STODDARD 

Howard  James  Stoddard,  son  of  George  E. 
and  Ellen  Izatt  Stoddard,  was  born  November  1, 
1901  in  Baker,  Oregon.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  La  Grande,  Oregon  and  Oregon  State 
College  at  Corvallis.  In  October  1920,  he  left 
to  fulfill  a  Swiss-German  Mission  for  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  Church.  He  was  accompanied  by 
George  F.  Ballif,  Mission  President  and  Elder 
Lawrence  McKay.  Howard  was  the  first  Ameri- 
can missionary  to  re-enter  Germany  after  World 
War  I.  He  was  assigned  to  Frankfurt  but  soon 
afterwards  was  transferred  to  Berlin  where  he 
presided  over  that  confernce  for  eighteen  months. 
Upon  his  release,  he  traveled  through  Italy  and 
the  Holy  Land  before  returning  home. 

In  January  1924,  h°  entered  the  Colum- 
bia School  of  Business  in  New  York  City,  gradu- 
ating in  1925.  On  September  4.  1924,  he  mar- 
ried Jennie  Creer,  daughter  of  John  Preston  and 
Mary  Brockbank  Creer.  From  1925  to  1928  he 
was  employed  by  the  Credit  Department  of  the 
Irving  Trust  Co.,  New  York  City.  During  this 
period  he  also  studied  law  at  New  York  Univer- 
sity. 

In  1928,  Howard  returned  to  Oregon  and 
assisted  in  re-organizing  family  affairs  in  the 
Grande  Ronde  and  Stoddard  Lumber  companies. 
In  October,  1929,  Mr.  Stoddard  was  named  Vice- 
President  of  the  National  Copper  Bank  in  Salt 
Lake  City.  In  January  1933,  he  was  appointed 
Examiner  for  the  Reconstruction  Finance  Corpor- 
ation and  assigned  to  direct  the  rehabilitation  of 
banks  in  Detroit  and  throughout  Michigan.  In 
this  capacity  he  supervised  the  organization  of  the 


National  Bank  of  Detroit,  the  Manufacturers  Na- 
tional Bank  and  some  twenty-five  other  banks 
throughout  the  state  of  Michigan. 

During  1937,  Howard  Stoddard  formed  an 
association  with  Charles  B.  Bohn,  wealthy  De- 
troit industrialist  and  purchased  control  of  seven 
Michigan  banks.  Four  years  later  these  institu- 
tions were  consolidated  into  the  Michigan  Na- 
tional Bank  with  headquarters  in  Lansing,  Ho- 
ward becoming  the  bank's  first  president.  Dur- 
ing the  last  fifteen  years  the  bank  has  grown 
to  the  fourth  largest  in  the  state  with  assets  in 
excess  of  four  hundred  million  dollars. 

In  1950,  Mr.  Stoddard  and  Mr.  Bohn  pur- 
chased control  of  the  Wolverine  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Lansing  and  in  1953  acquired  the  Fed- 
eral Life  and  Casualty  Company  of  Detroit.  Both 
of  these  companies  were  moved  to  Battle  Creek 
and  they  are  rapidly  becoming  important  in  the 
insurance  field  with  combined  assets  of  more 
than  thirty  million  dollars.  They  cover  the  Auto- 
mobile, Fire  and  Life  fields  of  insurance  on  a 
national  basis.  In  January  1956,  Howard  took 
the  initiative  in  organizing  the  Michigan  Bank  of 
Detroit.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  business 
activities,  Mr.  Stoddard  is  currently  serving  as 
director  of  the  Bohn  Aluminum  and  Brass  Corpor- 
ation, the  Rio  Motors  Inc.,  the  Diamond  T.  Motor 
Car  Company,  the  Auto  Owners  Insurance  Com- 
pany, and  the  Michigan  Millers  Insurance  Com- 
pany. 

Howard  has  always  been  an  active  member 
of  the  Latter-day  Saints  Church.  From  1925  to 
1928  he  served  as  president  of  the  New  York 
Branch  of  this  church  and  in  1953  was  appointed 
to  the  first  High  Council  of  the  recently  organized 
Michigan  Stake. 
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La    Reta    Creer    Madsen 


Richard    William    Madsen 


"On  March  19,  1905,  I,  LaReta,  a  little  red 
headed  girl  was  born  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah, 
the  daughter  of  John  Preston  and  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Brockbank  Creer.  To  these  honest,  intel- 
ligent, progressive,  religious,  humble  and  under- 
standing parents,  I  owe  all  the  accomplishments 
and  good   I  have  done  in  my  life." 

LaReta  attended  the  public  schools  of  Spanish 
Fork  and  the  East  High  School  of  Salt  Lake  City, 
graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in  1923. 
At  the  high  school,  she  was  a  member  of  the 
debating  team,  the  dramatic  club  and  won  the 
Daughter  of  the  American  Revolution  gold  medal 
for  the  best  essay  and  the  best  delivery  in  all 
the  state  high  schools.  She  then  attended  the 
University  of  California  and  the  University  of 
Utah,  receiving  the  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
from  the  latter  institution.  She  also  did  graduate 
work  at  Columbia  University,  New  York  and  while 
there  wrote  many  feature  articles  for  the  local 
papers  of  Salt  Lake  City.  At  the  University  of 
Utah  she  participated  in  dramatics  and  journalism 
and  affiliated  with  the  Delta  Delta  Delta  Sorority. 

In  1929,  as  a  graduation  present  from  her 
father,  LaReta  toured  Europe.  Since  then  she  has 
traveled  extensively  in  Central  America,  South 
America,   the   West    Indies,   Canada    and   Mexico. 

From  1932  to  1934,  LaReta  taught  English  at 
the  West  High  School  in  Salt  Lake  City.  She 
was  also  advisor  for  student  activities,  including 
assemblies,  and  coached  students  for  oratorical 
contests.  At  the  high  school,  she  was  given  the 
special  assignment  of  developing  a  project  to 
help  the  super-intelligent  but  delinquent  students. 
As  a  result  of  this  activity,  over  seventy-five 
percent   of   these   students   continued   their   train- 


ing for  professional  degrees  on  the  collegiate 
level.  Says  LaReta:  "I  still  keep  in  touch  with 
many  of  my  worthy  students." 

In  1934,  LaReta  married  Richard  William  Mad- 
sen in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  The  ceremony  was 
performed  by  President  Heber  J.  Grant.  For 
fifteen  years  Richard  and  LaReta  lived  in  the 
Hotel  Utah.  In  1940  they  built  a  spacious  home 
in  Cottonwood.  At  this,  their  country  home,  they 
were  always  gracious  hosts  to  their  numerous 
relatives    and    friends. 

During  World  War  II,  Mrs.  Madsen  headed 
the  Red  Cross  drive  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Other  war 
activities  included:  serving  as  a  Grey  Lady  at 
the  Veterans  Hospital,  and  as  a  Motor  Corps  Lady 
and  an  assistant  Canteen  Manager.  While  serving 
on  the  Infantile  Paralysis  Board,  LaReta  initiated 
the  now  famous  Fashion  Show,  which  has  at- 
tracted national  attention  and  won  the  warm 
support  of  such  celebrities  as  Robert  Cummings, 
Hedda  Hopper,  Vincent  Price  and  many  others. 
She  has  served  on  United  Fund  drives  and  as 
sponsor  and  board  member  of  the  Utah  State 
Symphony  Association.  Currently  she  is  Vice- 
President  of  the  Ladies  Symphonic  Guild  and  is 
community  agent  in  charge  of  cancer  education 
in  the  schools  Mrs.  Madsen  writes:  "One  of  my 
favorite  projects  was  the  establishment  of  a 
Junior  Section  of  our  well  known  Ladies  Literary 
Club.  I  was  chosen  its  first  president  and  the 
section  is  now  a  large,  progressive,  excellent 
unit  of  the  parent  club." 

Active  in  Latter-day  Saints  affairs,  LaReta  has 
served  as  President  of  the  ward  Mutual  Improve- 
ment Association,  as  teacher  of  Primary  and  Sun- 
day School  and  as  coach  of  many  ward  plays. 
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The  Madsens  have  been  intimately  acquainted 
for  many  years  with  Latter-day  Saints  Church 
leaders  including  Presidents  Grant,  Smith,  McKay, 
Clark  and  Richards  and  apostles  Bowen,  Morris, 
Moyle  and  Bennion.  Men  of  national  prominence 
have  been  guests  in  their  home.  Included  among 
these  is  former   President  Herbert  Hoover. 

LaReta  closes  her  interesting  summary  by  stat- 
ing: "My  belief  —  'an  honest  man  is  the  noblest 
work  of  God';  —  my  aim  —  'Improvement  of 
mind,  body  and  soul  and  service  to  God  and  to 
Mankind'." 

RICHARD   WILLIAM   MADSEN 

Richard  Willam  Madsen,  son  of  Peter  Will- 
iam and  Elise  Christine  Larson  Madsen,  was  born 
March  7,  1877  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  His  par- 
ents came  from  Denmark.  Soon  after  their  arrival 
in  Utah,  Peter  Madsen  established  one  of  the 
state's  most  successful  furniture  stores  and  soon 
afterwards  organzed  the  Western  Building  and 
Loan  Association,  one  of  '-he  largest  of  its  type 
in  the  United  States.  The  Madsens  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children:  Richard  William,  Emil 
William,  louise  Christina  Lund,  Laura  Hardy,  Vigo 
Robert,  Harry  Hans  Florence  Camilla  Merideth 
Evans,  and  Peter  William  Jr. 

In  1934,  Richard  married  LaRita  Creer.  His 
first  wife,  Mary  Hannah  Armstrong,  died  in  1932 
leaving  two  sons.-  Richard  William  and  Francis 
Armstrong. 

Richard  attended  the  public  schools  of  Salt 
Lake  City  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  and 
then  be  became  an  employee  in  his  father's  furni- 
ture store.  However,  he  continued  night  school 
at  the  old  Deseret  University  and  the  L.D.S.  Busi- 
ness College.  With  unusual  aptitude  for  business 
he  organized  his  own  store,  the  Standard  Furni- 
ture Company,  which  he  oersonally  managed 
until  his  death  in  1948.  Later  three  other  furni- 
ture scores  were  organized  in  Ogden,  Sugarhouse 
and  Salt  Lake  City. 

As  a  financial  helper  and  advisor  for  many 
Latter-day  Saints  business  organizations,  Mr.  Mad- 
sen was  well  respected.  He  was  an  excellent 
merchant.  For  several  years  he  was  Vice-Presi- 
dent and  General  Manager  of  the  Z.C.M.I.,  one 
of  the  West's  largest  Mercantile  Institutions.  In 
1946,  he  retired  as  manager  of  this  firm  and 
immediately  thereafter  was  elected  Chairman  of 
the  Board.  Other  prominent  business  affilia- 
tions include:  President  of  the  Western  Building 
and  Loan  Association,  President  of  the  Madsonia 
Realty  Company,  President  of  the  Granite  Mart, 
Inc.,  President  of  the  P.  W.  Madsen  Furniture 
Company,  President  of  the  Sterling  Furniture 
Company,  Vice-President  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Salt  Lake  City,-  Vice-President  of  Hotel 
Utah  Co.;  Director  of  the  Utah  Home  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company.     He  was  a  member  of  the  Alta 


Club,  the  Elks  Club  and  the  Jonathan  Club  in  Los 
Angeles. 

Active  in  Latter-day  Saints  Church  affairs, 
Richard  was  prominent  in  Priesthood  activities 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  an  ordained 
High  Priest.  He  died  in  Salt  Lake  City  in  April 
1948. 

FRANK    BROCKBANK   CREER 

Frank  Brockbank  Creer,  son  of  John  Pres- 
ton and  Marv  Elizabeth  Brockbank  Creer,  was 
born  April  30,  1907  at  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Spanish  Fork 
and  Salt  lake  City,  araduatinq  from  East  High 
School  of  the  latter  community  in  1925.  He  then 
attended  the  Univers'tv  of  Utah  where  he  receiv- 
ed the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1929.  At 
the  state  university  he  was  a  member  of  the  foot- 
b  =  ll  team  and  treasurer  of  the  student  body.  He 
later  attended  Harvard  Business  School  for  two 
years. 

On  September  17,  1930  he  married  Sara 
Moyle  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  While  in  the 
East  he  became  associated  for  six  years  with  the 
American  Surety  Company,  with  offices  in  New 
York  City  and  Detroit.  In  1937  he  returned  to 
Salt  Lake  City  to  accept  a  position  with  the  Utah- 
Idaho  School  Supply  Company.  In  1942,  he  was 
elected  Vice-President  and  General  Manager  of 
this  organization.  Currently  he  is  also  President 
of  the  Nielson  Investment  Company  and  a  Direc- 
tor of  the  Peoples  Finance  and  Thrift  Company. 

Active  in  civic  affairs,  Frank  has  served  as 
Salt  Lake  County  Chairman  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  end  Western  Reaional  Director  and  Fund 
Campaign  Chairman  of  this  organization.  For 
♦wo  years  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the 
Salt  Lake  Rotary  Club. 

SARA  MOYLE  CREER 

Sara  Moyle  Creer,  daughter  of  James  Henry 
and  Olive  Dinwoody  Moyle,  was  born  August 
13,  1906.  In  1925.  the  Moyle  family  moved  to 
Washington  D.C.  where  the  father  accepted  the 
position  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
under  Secretary  William  G.  McAdoo  and  President 
Woodrow  Wilson.  In  Washington,  Sara  attended 
the  Hoeton  Arms  School  for  Girls  and  then  re- 
turned to  Salt  Lake  City  where  she  graduated 
from  the  Latter-day  Saints  High  School  in  1924. 
Later  she  attended  the  University  of  Utah  where 
she  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  with 
a  major  in  Home  Economics  in  1928.  At  the  Un- 
iversity Sara  became  affiliated  with  Gamma  Phi 
Sorority,  which  later  merged  with  Pi  Phi  National, 
of  which  she  became  the  first  president.  During 
the  summer  of  1924  Sara  accompanied  her  par- 
ents and  sister  Evelyn  on  a  Mediterranean  cruise 
through  the  Holy  Land,  Egypt  and  Southwestern 
Europe. 
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Back  row:  John  Preston,  Alice  Creer  Young;  front:  Sara  Jane,  David  Moyle,  Sara 
Moyle  Creer,  Frank  Brockbank  Creer,  Mary  Elizabeth,  and  Carolyn. 


In  1929,  Sara  joined  her  parents  in  New 
York  City  where  her  father  had  been  appointed 
Latter-day  Saints  President  of  the  Eastern  States 
Mission.  A  year  later,  September  17,  she  married 
Frank  Brockbank  Creer  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple. 
The  young  couple  moved  from  the  mission  home 
at  New  York  City  to  Jackson  Heights,  Long  Is- 
land and  then  to  Detroit  Michigan  before  return- 
ing to  Salt  Lake  City  in  1937.  Frank  and  Sara 
became  the  parents  of  six  children:  Alice,  born 
October  7,  1931;  John  Preston,  March  13,  1933; 
Sara  Jane,  May  6,  1937;  Carolyn,  January  5,  19- 
42;  Mary  Elizabeth,  January  20,  1945;  and  David 
Moyle,  November   14,   1947. 

Alice  married  John  Cannon  Young,  son  of 
Dr.  Clark  and  Mary  Cannon  Young,  on  September 
8,  1956.  Alice  and  John  currently  reside  at 
Princeton,  New  Jersey  where  John  is  an  appli- 
cant for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  in 
Geology.  Alice  received  the  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree  from  the  University  of  Utah  and  the  de- 
gree of  Master  of  Arts  from  Columbia  University, 
New  York.     At  the  University  of  Utah,  she  was 


President  of  Pi  Phi  Sorority  and  prominent  in  Stu- 
dent activities. 

John  Cannon  Young  was  born  June  27, 
1928  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  After  graduating 
from  East  High  School  in  1946  he  attended  the 
University  of  Utah  where  he  earned  the  degrees 
of  Bachelor  and  Master  of  Science.  Later  he  at- 
tended Stanford  University  and  at  present  is  en- 
rolled in  the  graduate  school  at  Princeton,  ma- 
joring in  Geology.  From  1950  to  1956  he  was 
employed  by  the  Standard  Oil  Company  in  Cali- 
fornia. He  is  affiliated  with  Sigma  Chi  and  Sigma 
Xi  Fraternities. 

John  Preston  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Salt  Lake  City,  graduating  from  East  High  School 
in  1951  and  then  attended  the  University  of  U- 
tah  for  two  years.  In  1953,  he  accepted  a  call 
as  a  Latter-day  Saints  Missionary  to  England.  On 
August  28,  1956,  he  married  Jennie  Lee  Allen, 
daughter  of  Louis  Lynn  and  Jane  Nicholson  Allen. 
She  was  born  December  18,  1932  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah.  John  at  present  is  attending  the  Uni- 
versity of  Utah  while  employed  part-time  by  the 
Utah-Idaho  School  Supply  Company. 
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Sara  Jane,  a  student  of  the  University  of 
Utah,  is  a  member  of  the  Varsity  Ski  Team  and 
affiliated  with  Pi  Phi  Sorority.  During  the  sum- 
mer of  1954,  she  toured  Scandanavia  and  sou- 
thern Europe  with  her  sister,  Alice. 

Carolyn  has  had  the  opportunity  to  visit 
Canada,  Mexico  and  the  Eastern  States.  She  has 
won  recognition  in  swimming. 

Mary  Elizabeth  writes:  "I  was  born  at  2:30 
a.m.  on  the  morning  of  April  20,  1945  and  Dad- 
dy was  tired  waiting  for  me  to  come  and  when 
he  found  I  was  a  girl,  he  said,  'What  was  I  wait- 
ing for?'  "I  had  short  black  hair  and  big  brown 
eyes.  My  hair  was  like  a  tiny  tear  doll  and  so 
they  nicknamed  me  'Fuzzy.'  My  real  name  is 
Mary  Elizabeth  but  I  have  not  been  called  Mary 
much.  When  I  was  fourteen  months  old,  Carolyn 
my  older  sister,  was  going  to  take  me  for  a  walk 
but  then  the  telephone  rang  and  Carolyn  went  in 
to  answer  it  and  I  was  waiting  for  her  and  a 
truck   pulled   out  of   the   driveway   and    knocked 


LUCILE  CREER  WEBB 

Lucile  Creer  Webb,  daughter  of  John  Preston 
and  Mary  Brockbank  Creer,  was  born  May  15, 
1909  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  She  moved  to  Salt 
Lake  City  with  her  parents  in  1919  and  there  at- 
tended the  public  schools  and  the  University  of 
Utah,  graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in 
1931.  She  taught  school  in  the  Granite  School 
District  for  four  years,  after  which  she  married 
Archibald  George  Webb,  September  12,  1935  in 
the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  The  Webbs  moved  to 
Washington  D.C.,  in  1938  when  Lucile  worked 
as  a  secretary  in  the  United  State  Government 
service  for  three  years.  In  1938  the  family  mov- 
ed to  Pocatello,  Idaho.  Here  their  first  son,  Rich- 
ard Webb,  was  born  October  10,  1939.  During 
Archie's  absence  in  military  service,  Lucile  moved 
to  Salt  Lake  and  lived  with  her  parents.  At  the 
conclusion  of  World  War  II,  Archie  and  Lucile 
again  returned  to  Ogden.  Their  second  son, 
John,  was  born  in  Salt  Lake  City,  May  23,  1947. 
Lucile  like  her  husband  has  been  active  in  church 
and  communal  affairs.  She  has  served  for  the 
past  eight  years  in  the  Relief  Society  of  the  Mount 
Ogden  Ward. 


me  down  and  then  he  felt  something,  so  he  stop- 
ped just  in  time  to  save  me.  My  mother  said 
when  she  found  out  she  nearly  fainted."  Eliza- 
beth became  interested  in  swimming  and  danc- 
ing at  the  age  of  seven.  Since  then  she  has  won 
medals  and  certificates  of  recognition  in  both 
activities. 

David  Moyle,  now  only  nine,  has  travelled 
extensively  with  his  parents  throughout  Canada, 
Mexico  and  the  United  States.  He  is  at  present 
enrolled  in  the  Stewart  Training  School  in  Salt 
Lake  City. 

Sara  Moyle  Creer  has  played  an  active  role 
in  Latter-day  Saints  Church  affairs.  For  fifteen 
years  she  served  as  Primary  President  of  the 
Eightheenth  and  University  Wards  and  as  Uni- 
versity Ward  Mutual  Improvement  Association 
President.  In  civic  affairs,  she  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  Red  Cross,  Cancer,  Symphony  Guild, 
Polio  and  other  communal  projects. 


ARCHIBALD  GEORGE  WEBB,  JR. 


Archibald  George  Webb,  son  of  Archibald 
George  Henry  and  Margaret  Thompson  Webb  was 
born  August  8,  1907  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Salt  Lake 
City,  and  then  attended  the  University  of  Utah 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1934  and  the  George 
Washington  University  Law  School,  Washington, 
D.C.,  where  he  was  awarded  the  Degree  of  Bache- 
lor of  Laws  in  1938.  Mr.  Webb  served  in  World 
War  II,  from  December  1  5,  1  940  to  March  1 ,  1  946 
as  an  officer  in  the  Quartermaster  Corps.  He 
was  awarded  the  Bronz  Star  Medal  for  meritorious 
achievement  in  the  South  Pacific  Area.  He  now 
has  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  Quarter- 
master Corps. 

From  1928-1930,  Archie  fulfilled  a  Latter- 
day  Saint  mission  to  the  Eastern  States.  At  pre- 
sent he  is  a  member  of  the  Seven  Presidents  of 
Seventy,  293rd  Quorum,  at  Ogden,  Utah  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Mount  Ogden  Ward  Mutual 
Improvement  Association. 

His  business  affiliations  include:  Secretary 
of  the  Idaho  Refining  Co.,  1938  to  1940;  Execu- 
tive Secretary  of  the  Utah  Home  Builders  Associa- 
tion and  Utah  Association  of  Insurance  Agents, 
1947-1948;  incorporator  of  the  United  Broadcast- 
ing Company;  owner  of  Radio  Station  K.V.O.G., 
Ogden,  Utah,  acting  as  President  and  General 
Manager;  and  Secretary  of  the  Utah  Radio  and 
Television    Broadcasters   Association. 

Archie  married  Lucile  Creer,  daughter  of 
John  Preston  and  Mary  Brockbank  Creer,  Sep- 
tember 12,  1935,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  sons:  Richard,  born  Octo- 
ber 10,  1939;  and  John,  born  May  23,  1947. 
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Lucile   Creer  Webb,  Richard  Creer  Webb,  Archibald  G.  Webb;  front,  John  Creer  Webb. 


CLARA  CREER  DRIGGS 

Clara  Creer  Driggs,  daughter  of  John  Pres- 
ton and  Mary  Brockbank  Creer,  was  born  August 
18,  1912,  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  She  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Salt  Lake  City  and  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  High  School  from  which  she  was  grad- 
uated in  1929.  She  then  attended  the  University 
of  Utah,  graduating  in  1934  majoring  in  speech- 
arts.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Yale  Ward  Dra- 
matic Club  which  won  first  place  in  the  all-church 
finals,  1934,  also  of  the  cast  of  the  Church  Pa- 
geant "The  Message  of  the  Ages"  which  was 
presented  nightly  for  a  month  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Tabernacle  during  the  same  year. 

On  September  6,  1934  Clara  married  Ho- 
ward Perry  Driggs  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  They 
became  the  parents  of  two  sons:  Howard  Perry, 
Jr.  and  Paul  Creer.  Howard  Perry  Jr.  was  born 
October  6,  1936  in  New  York  City.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Salt  Lake  City,  New  York 
City,  Evanston  and  Willmette,  Illinois.  At  the 
latter  locality  he  enrolled  in  the  New  Trier  High 
School    from   which   he   was  graduated    in    1955. 


Currently  he  is  a  student  of  Harvard  University 
majoring  in  applied  physics.  In  his  freshmen 
year  at  Harvard  he  earned  his  letter  in  golf  and 
was  cartoonist  on  the  freshman  paper.  Paul 
Creer  Driggs  was  born  October  1,  1939  in  New 
York  City.  At  New  Trier  High  School,  Paul  was 
prominent  in  athletics,  participating  in  football, 
baseball,  basketball,  track  and  golf.  He  placed 
first  in  the  Westmoreland  Golf  Tournament.  He 
has  travelled  extensively  with  his  parents  and 
brother  throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

From  1934  to  1940,  the  Driggs  family  resid- 
ed in  New  York  City  and  then  returned  to  Salt 
Lake  City  where  Clara  became  active  in  church 
work,  the  Parent  Teachers  Association,  and  the 
Junior  League.  Later  she  continued  her  church 
interests  in  New  York  City  and  Chicago.  In  Evan- 
ston, Illinois,  where  she  and  her  family  resided 
from  1948-1951,  Clara  was  chosen  President  of 
the  Junior  League  and  for  several  years  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Hadley 
Correspondence  School  for  the  Blind  and  of  the 
Evanston   Hospital   Association. 
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Harold  Perry  Driggs 

HAROLD  PERRY  DRIGGS 

Harold  Perry  Driggs,  son  of  Howard  Roscoe 
and  Eva  May  Frampton  Driggs,  was  born  in  Salt 
Lake  City  June  24,  1907.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Salt  Lake  City  and  then  at- 
tended the  University  of  Utah  and  New  York 
University,  receiving  the  Bachelor  of  Science, 
Master  of  Science  and  M.B.A.  Degrees  from  the 
latter  institution  in  1931,  1934  and  1936  respec- 
tively. 


Perry  was 
York  University, 
there  1934-1937. 


a  teaching  fellow  at  New 
1932-1933,  and  an  instructor 
He  was  associated  with  K.S.L. 
Radio  Station,  Salt  Lake  City,  1940-1945.  Since 
1945  he  has  been  affiliated  with  the  Salt  Lake 
City,  New  York,  and  Chicago  offices  as  executive 
accountant  in  the  Advertising  Department  of  the 
S.  Walter  Thompson  Company. 

On  September  6,  1934,  Mr.  Driggs  married 
Clara  Creer,  daughter  of  John  Preston  and  Mary 
Brockbank  Creer,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  Perry 
and  Clara  became  the  parents  of  two  sons:  Har- 
old Perry  Jr.,  born  October  25,  1936  and  Paul 
Creer,  born  July  8,  1939.  Because  of  the  nature 
of  his  profession,  Perry  and  his  family  have  been 
forced  to  reside  at  several  localities:  —  at  New 
York  City  from  1934-1940  and  1947  to  1951; 
at  Salt  Lake  City  from  1940  to  1946;  at  Evanston 
Illinois  from  1948  to  1951;  and  at  Willmette,  Illi- 
nois, from  1952  to  the  present. 

Perry  has  always  been  active  in  Latter-day 
Saints  Church  work.  He  has  been  Sunday  School 
teacher  and  Mutual  officer  in  the  Manhattan  and 
Queens  wards  of  New  York  City;  Superintendent 
of  the  University  Ward  Sunday  School  and  mem- 
ber of  the  Emigration  Stake  Sunday  School  Board 
at  Salt  Lake  City;  and  member  of  the  Superinten- 


Clara  Creer  Driggs,   Paul   Creer  Driggs  and 
Harold  Driggs  Jr. 

dency  of  the  North  Shore  Ward  Sunday  School  at 
Evanston,  Illinois.  He  has  travelled  extensively 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada.  He 
lists  as  hobbies:  art,  cartooning,  magic,  radio, 
photography  and  golf. 

Perry  was  national  vice-president  of  the 
Society  of  American  magicians,  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Hadley  School  for  the 
Blind,  Art  Editor  of  the  "Medley",  humor  maga- 
zine published  by  New  York  University  and  con- 
tributor of  various  art  magazines.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Sons  of  Utah  Pioneers,  the  Utah  Pio- 
neer Trail  Makers  Association  and  the  American 
Pioneer  Trails  Association. 

MARY  CREER  SHAVER 

Mary  Creer  Shaver,  youngest  child  of  John 
Preston  and  Mary  Brockbank  Creer,  was  born 
July  24,  1915  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  In  1919 
the  family  moved  to  Salt  Lake  City.  Mary  at- 
tended the  public  schools  and  then  the  University 
of  Utah,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1936,  with 
a  major  in  Home  Economics.  At  the  University, 
she  was  affiliated  with  the  Pi  Beta  Phi  Sorority, 
the  Pom  Club  and  the  Home  Economics  Associa- 
tion. 

After  graduation  from  college,  she  accepted 
clerical  positions  with  the  Standard  Furniture 
Company,  Salt  Lake  City;  Michigan  National  Bank, 
Lansing,  Michigan;  Fort  Douglas,  Utah;  and  I. 
Magnin   Company,   San    Francisco,   California. 

She  married  Aaron  Martin  Shaver,  October 
11,  1947  and  immediately  afterward  made  her 
home  in  Morristown,  New  Jersey.  Here  her  first 
child,  Christopher  Creer  Shaver  was  born  Febru- 
ary 10,  1949.     Two  years  later  the  Shavers  mov- 
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Mary  Creer  Shaver 


Aaron  Martin  Shaver 


ed  to  Battle  Creek,  Michigan  and  then  to  Decatur, 
Illinois.  Returning  again  to  Battle  Creek,  a  daugh- 
ter, Allison  Marie  Shaver,  was  born  March  30, 
1955. 

Mary  was  active  in  the  Mutual  Improvement 
Association  at  Salt  Lake  City  and  the  Northern 
New  Jersey  Branch,  Morristown,  New  Jersey. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Junior  League  of  Salt 
Lake  City  (1941)  and  at  Battle  Creek,  Michigan, 
(1951-1956).  She  is  presently  President  of  the 
Pi  Beta  Phi  Alumni  Association  of  Battle  Creek, 
Michigan. 


Aaron  Martin  Shaver,  son  of  Archibald 
Grant  and  Mabel  Markley  Shaver,  was  born  in 
Chicago,  Illinois,  July  7,  1910.  He  attended  the 
Morgan  Park  Grammar  School,  High  School  and 
Military  Acedemy  and  then  entered  Knox  College 
Galesburg,  Illinois,  where  he  received  his  Bache- 


lor of  Arts  Degree  in  1931.  He  married  Mary 
Creer,  daughter  of  John  Preston  and  Mary  Brock- 
bank  Creer,  October   19,   1947. 

Since  1931,  he  has  been  an  employee  of  the 
following  business  firms:  Transcontinental  Air- 
lines, Chicago,  Illinois,  1931-1933;  United  Air 
Lines  in  Cleveland,  Chicago,  Salt  Lake  City  and 
Los  Angeles,  1933-1939;  Lockheed  Aircraft  Cor- 
poration, Burbank,  California,  1940-1943;  R. 
Newman  and  Company,  Hoboken,  New  Jersey, 
1946-1951;  and  the  Wolverine  Insurance  Com- 
pany, Battle  Creek,  Michigan,  1951-1956. 

In  1943,  he  entered  the  service  of  the  United 
States  Navy  and  was  stationed  successively  at 
Pearl  Harbor,  Australia,  New  Guinea  and  the 
Philippine  Islands. 

Mr.  Shaver  is  a  member  of  the  Beta  Theta 
Pi  Fraternity  and  in  1946  was  elected  President 
of  the  Battle  Creek  Rotary  Club. 


Christopher  C.  Shaver 


Allison   Marie  Shaver 
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Roger   William    Creer 

On  September  9,  1877,  at  their  new  home 
on  2nd  South  and  1st  West  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah, 
was  born  to  William  Creer  and  Sarah  Jane  Brad- 
ley their  youngest  child,  Roger  William.  Roger 
had  seven  brothers  and  one  sister:  William  who 
died  in  infancy,  Joseph,  James,  Charles,  Alvin, 
Thomas  and  John;  the  sister  was  Sarah  Ann. 

All  of  the  boys  were  active  in  civic,  religious 
and  agriculutral  affairs.  The  father  of  this  large 
family  was  an  attorney  set  apart  by  President 
Brigham  Young  "to  be  a  leader  in  civic  affairs  of 
Spanish  Fork."  He  was  active  until  his  health 
failed  him  two  years  before  his  death  in  1900. 
The  mother,  devoted  to  her  family,  was  a  tiny 
black-eyed  lady  with  natural  wavy  hair,  and 
was  loveingly  known  as  Aunt  Sally. 

In  his  early  childhood  Roger  herded  cows, 
taking  them  to  and  from  the  "City  Pasture,"  and 
helped  on  the  farm  and  with  various  home  duties. 
He  attended  Spanish  Fork  Schools  until  he  was 
graduated  from  Joseph  A.  Rees's  eighth  grade 
class.  He  was  always  a  top  student,  especially 
in  mathmatics. 

At  Eureka,  Utah,  Roger  assisted  Jos.  E.  Wil- 
kins  in  a  branch  store  of  the  Spanish  Fork  Co-op. 
He  did  some  mining  to  raise  money  for  a  college 
education.  He  was  graduated  from  the  L.D.S. 
Business  College  with  honors.. 

At  the  time  of  his  graduation  Roger  was 
offered  a  good  position  with  Wells  Fargo  Express 
Company  of  Salt  Lake  City  but  he  declined  be- 
cause of  the  illness  of  his  father.  He  returned 
to  Spanish  Fork  to  assist  his  mother  in  caring  for 
the  invalid  father,  who  died  in   1900.      In    1901 


Delila    Jane    Bradford    Creer 

he  married  Delila  Bradford.  His  mother  passed 
away  just  one  year  and  two  months  after  the 
marriage. 

Roger  held  various  business  positions.  He 
worked  for  Creer  and  Nielsen  Machine  Company 
and  for  the  Consolidated  Wagon  and  Machine 
Company.  He  was  a  prosperous  farmer  and 
dairyman  having  purchased  from  my  sisters 
my  father's  old  homestead  acres  in  Bradford  Lane. 
He  worked  for  the  Utah  Idaho  Sugar  Company 
when  there  was  a  factory  at  Leland.  Roger  and 
his  brothers,  Alvin  and  Charles  were  joint  owners 
of  the  Mount  Nebo  Canning  Company. 

As  Utah  County  Assessor,  Roger  served  two 
terms  and  put  into  operation  many  of  his  time- 
saving  ideas  for  the  betterment  and  efficiency  of 
the  office.     He  was  a  staunch  Democrat. 

Roger  was  keenly  interested  in  irrigation 
and  served  as  President  of  the  East  Bench  Irriga- 
tion Company  for  years.  As  secretary  of  the 
Strawberry  Water  Association,  he  was  alert  and 
active,  knowing  the  working  of  the  project  from 
beginning  to  end.  This  project  is  of  inestimable 
value  to  the  farmers  of   Utah  County  today. 

The  City  Race  Track  and  Junior  Live  Stock 
Barns  were  other  interests  of  Roger's  and  he  took 
a  prominent  part  in  the  activities  there.  He  was 
a  charter  member  of  the  Rotary  Club  and  an  act- 
ive member  of  Kiwanis  after  the  two  clubs  merg- 
ed. 

For  several  years,  Roger  was  Post  Master. 
He  held  this  position  at  the  time  of  his  death 
October  6,  1944.  When  his  papers  were  turned 
over   to    me    they    read,    "Everything    is    regular, 
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books  in  good  condition,  workmanship  neat  and 
penmanship  beautiful." 

Roger  loved  his  Church  and  always  held 
some  position.  After  Primary  age  he  was  Sec- 
retary of  the  Sunday  School.  Later  he  became 
Superintendent  of  the  Young  Men's  Mutual  Im- 
provement Association,  and  for  years  he  was  tea- 
cher of  the  Gospel  Doctrine  Class.  He  taught 
Seminary  classes  during  the  illness  of  Lars  E.  Eg- 
gertsen.  Roger  fulfilled  a  mission  to  England 
and  he  toured  the  continent  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  A.  Jones  after  his  release.  He  had  an 
abiding  testimony  of  the  Gospel  and  was  the 
senior  member  of  the  High  Council  of  Palmyra 
Stake  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Roger  was  the  father  of  nine  children,  six 
of  whom  are  living.  Ina  Jane  Parkinson  lives 
in  suburban  Washington  D.C.,  and  is  a  teacher  in 
Junior  High  School;  Roger  Bradford  Creer  is  man- 
ager of  Arden's  Meadow  Gold  Dairy  at  Ogden, 
Utah;  Dr.  J.  Roscoe  Creer  is  a  surgeon,  practic- 
ing in  Washington,  D.  C.;  Preston  J.  Creer  is  a 
Crop  and  Livestock  Statistician,  Department  of 
Agriculture  for  the  State  of  Montana;  Paul  B. 
Creer  is  also  employed  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  lives  in  suburban  Washington 
D.  C;  Allen  B.  Creer  is  a  pharmacist  at  Fresno, 
California. 

At  the  price  of  hard  work  and  many  person- 
al sacrifices,  Roger  was  able  to  provide  a  college 
education  for  these  six  children.  Roscoe  fulfilled 
a  mission  to  Australia. 

DELILA   BRADFORD   CREER   OKELBERRY 

On  May  28,  1879,  I  was  born  in  a  brown 
adobe  house  on  property  homesteaded  by  my 
father,  Pleasant  Sprague  Bradford  who  came  to 
Utah  with  the  pioneers  in  1847.  He  was  only 
four  years  old  at  the  time.  His  father  died  sud- 
denly as  the  family  were  making  preparation  to 
come  west.  His  mother  sold  all  her  possessions, 
purchased  two  outfits  and  with  five  young  chil- 
dren, two  girls  and  three  boys,  crossed  the  Plains. 

My  mother,  Jane  Jones  Bradford,  was  born 
in  Welling,  Kent  County,  England,  near  London, 
on  January  30,  1849.  When  but  a  little  girl  she 
came  to  Utah  with  her  mother,  her  grandmother, 
one  sister  and  two  brothers. 

Father  and  mother,  father's  brother  Sylvester 
and  mother's  sister  Mary,  travelled  from  Spanish 
Fork  to  Salt  Lake  City  in  a  wagon  so  that  they 
could  be  married  in  the  Endowment  House.  Two 
brothers  married  two  sisters  and  later,  in  poly- 
gamy, the  two  brothers  married  two  other  sisters, 
Dora  and  Christina  Hansen.  My  mother  had 
thirteen  children;  my  father  twenty-one. 

Father  and  Uncle  Sylvester  homesteaded  ad- 
joining farms  and  the  two  families  were  very 
close   in   all   relationships.      When   I   was  two  we 


moved   into  our   new   home  which   at  that  time 
was  one  of  the  most  pretentious  in  Spanish  Fork. 

I  was  the  oldest  girl  and  consequently  had 
many  responsibilities.  I  did  little  farm  work 
but  early  I  learned  to  milk  cows  and  when  my 
brothers  reached  the  courting  stage  I  paid  dearly 
for  my  knowledge. 

I  went  to  the  schools  of  Spanish  Fork  and 
was  graduated  from  Joseph  A.  Rees's  eighth 
grade  class  and  I  completed  about  one  year's 
work  at  the  Brigham  Young  University.  I  was 
married  to  Roger  William  Creer  on  September 
25,  1901  and  as  his  history  indicates  we  raised 
six  children. 

When  I  was  eighteen  years  old  the  Self 
Culture  Club  of  Spanish  Fork  was  organized. 
This  is  the  oldest  club  of  the  community  and  I 
am  the  only  surviving  charter  member.  While 
the  club  has  been  a  combination  literary  and 
social  organization,  it  has  sponsored  many  worth- 
while community  projects  such  as  improving  the 
City  Park,  decorating  floats  and  sponsoring  con- 
cessions at  4th  and  24th  of  July  celebrations, 
assisting  church  missionaries  and  helping  in  civic 
drives.  I  was  chosen  first  captain  of  the  local 
chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Utah  Pioneers. 
I  have  held  many  church  positions  beginning  at 
an  early  age  as  treasurer  of  the  ward  Primary. 
I  was  President  of  Young  Ladies  Mutual  Im- 
provement Association  when  the  Second  Ward 
Church  was  being  built  and  I  recall  the  many 
hours  we  spent  preparing  banquets,  oyster  sup- 
pers and  dances  to  help  defray  expenses. 

For  thirteen  years  I  served  as  President  of 
the  Stake  Young  Ladies  Mutual  Imrovement  As- 
sociation and  one  of  my  most  glorious  experi- 
ences was  when  they  asked  that  I  be  "Queen  of 
the  Gold  and  Green  Ball." 

On  September  5,  1947,  three  years  after 
my  husband's  death  I  married  William  Okelberry 
and  came  to  live  in  Goshen.  William  was  an  old 
friend  of  the  Creers  and  a  frequent  visitor  in  our 
home.  I  visit  my  many  friends  in  Spanish  Fork 
and  they  come  here  often  to  visit  us  in  this  peace- 
ful  little  valley  . 
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Back  row:  Jean  Romney  Parkinson,  Roger  West  Parkinson,  David  Creer  Parkinson, 
Lenora  Hogal  Parkinson,  Ina  Jane  Creer  Parkinson  and  Edmond  West  Parkinson 
and  grandchildren,  David  Owen,  Susan  Jean,  Alan,  and  Dan  West. 


INA  JANE  CREER  PARKINSON 

Ina  Jane  Creer  Parkinson,  daughter  of  Roger 
William  and  Delila  Jane  Bradford  Creer,  was  born 
June  22,  1902  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  She  was 
the  oldest  of  nine  children,  six  of  whom  still 
survive.  On  June  4,  1924  she  married  Edmond 
West  Parkinson  of  Rexburg,  Idaho,  in  the  Salt 
Lake  Temple.  West  and  Ina  became  the  parents 
of  two  sons:  Roger  and  David.  Roger,  a  prac- 
ticing phyiscian  in  Salt  Lake  City,  married  Jean 
Romney.  Roger  and  Jean  have  three  children: 
David,  Alan  and  Susan.  David  the  second  son, 
served  two  years  on  a  mission  for  the  Latter-day 
Saints  Church  in  France  and  upon  his  return  mar- 
ried Lenora  Hogal.  The  young  couple  have  one 
son,  David.  At  present  the  elder  David  is  study- 
ing dentistry  in  Washington  D.C. 

Ina  attended  the  public  schools  of  Spanish 
Fork  and  the  Brigham  Young  University  gradua- 
ting from  the  latter  institution  in  1924.  While 
her  husband  was  studying  law  at  George  Wash- 
ington University,  Ina  taught  night  classes  and 
worked  in  a  Congressional  office  in  Washington 
D.C.  Active  in  Latter-day  Saints  Church  work, 
Ina  served  as  President  of  the  Young  Ladies 
Mutual  Improvement  Association  in  Washington 
D.C.  and  Rexburg  and  as  counselor  of  that  organ- 


ization in  the  Rexburg  Stake.  After  returning 
to  Washington  D.C.  in  1939,  Ina  continued  her 
church  service  and  taught  English  and  American 
History  in  the  local  junior  high  school.  She  has 
been  particularly  active  in  directing  plays  and 
specialized  programs  in  both  church  and  school 
organizations. 

EDMOND  WEST  PARKINSON 

Edmond  West  Parkinson  was  born  in  Rex- 
burg, Idaho.  He  attended  the  Brigham  Young 
University  at  Provo,  Utah  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  1924.  He  married  Ina  Creer, 
June  4,  1924  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  West  then 
enrolled  at  George  Washington  Law  School  and 
received  his  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Law  in  1928. 
After  graduation,  the  Parkinsons  returned  to  Rex- 
burg, Idaho,  where  West  served  two  years  as 
County  Attorney  and  six  years  as  City  Attorney. 
It  was  during  this  time  that  their  sons:  Roger 
and  David  were  born.  In  1938,  West  enrolled 
at  Harvard  University  where  he  received  the  De- 
gree of  Master  of  Law  in  1939  specializing  in 
Labor  Relations.  At  that  same  time,  the  family 
moved  again  to  Washington  D.C.  where  they 
currently  reside.  At  present  Mr.  Parkinson  is  a 
Trial  Examiner  for  the  Department  of  Labor. 
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Roger  Bradford  Creer,  Norma  Evans  Creer,  Carl  Roger  Creer,  Richard  Evans  Creer. 


ROGER  BRADFORD  CREER 

Roger  Bradford  Creer,  immediately  called 
and  known  today  as  Ford  Creer,  was  born  March 
21,  1904  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  He  was  the 
eldest  son  of  Roger  William  and  Delila  Bradford 
Creer.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Spanish 
Fork,  graduating  from  the  High  School  of  that 
locality  in  1922.  Five  years  later  he  was  awarded 
the  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  with  a  major 
in  Economics  at  the  Brigham  Young  University 
in  Provo.  Upon  graduation,  Ford  accepted  a 
principalship  for  three  years  in  the  schools  of 
the  Duchesne  and  Nebo  Districts.  In  1929,  he 
became  affiliated  with  the  newly  organized  Mid- 
Western  Dairy  Products  Co.,  known  today  as  the 
Beatrice  Foods  Company.  At  present  Ford  is 
division  manager  of  this  organization  for  north- 
ern Utah  and  west-central  Wyoming  with  head- 
quarters at  Ogden,  Utah. 

Always  active  in  Latter-day  Saints  Church 
work,  Ford  has  served  as  President  of  Priests'  and 
Seventies'  Quorums,  Stake  Superintendent  of  the 
Mutual  Improvement  Association,  a  Home  Mis- 
sionary, President  of  the  Senior  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood and  a  member  of  the  Ward  Building  Com- 
mittee. He  is  currently  serving  as  Superintendent 
of  the  Ogden  Forty-third  Ward  Sunday  School 
and  as  a  High  Priest  in  the  East  Ogden  Stake. 

Mr.  Creer  has  been  affiliated  with  numerous 
civic  activities  such  as  committee  chairman  and 
member  of  Chamber  of  Commerce  committees, 
Chairman  of  the  Ogden  Red  Cross  Drive,  Chair- 
an  of  the  Ogden  City  Health  Committee,  Chair- 
man of  the  Mounted  Group  for  the  July  24th 
Parade  during  Pioneer  Days  in  Ogden;  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Ogden  Rotary  Club.  In  his  own  pro- 
fession, he  has  been  President  of  the  Ogden 
Dairymen's    Association,    chairman    of    the    Utah 


State   June   Dairy   Month    and   a    member   of   the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Wyoming  Dairy  Council. 

Ford  married  Norma  Evans  of  Spanish  Fork 
Utah  August  4,  1927  in  the  Logan  Temple.  Nor- 
ma graduated  from  the  high  school  in  Spanish 
Fork  and  then  attended  Brigham  Young  Universi- 
ty. She  then  taught  school  for  one  year  in  the 
Minersville  Junior  High  School.  Ford  writes:  "I 
owe  her  sincere  gratitude  and  full  credit  for  the 
fine  charader  of  our  children.  She  has  faithfully 
taught  them  the  Gospel  of  the  Latter-day  Saints 
Church  and  the  principles  of  the  Golden  Rule. 
She  is  true  and  diligent  in  her  religious  work. 
At  present  she  is  Stake  Secretary  of  the  Geneal- 
ogical Committee  of  the  East  Ogden  Stake  and 
Secretary  of  the  Forty-third  Ward  Junior  Sunday 
School.  She  has  been  Secretary  of  the  Mutual 
Improvement  Association  and  Improvement  Era 
Director.  She  is  very  much  interested  in  Geneal- 
ogical Research." 

Ford  and  Norma  are  the  parents  of  four 
lovely  children:  Afton  Elaine  Creer  Bird,  born 
December  9,  1929;  Norma  Leone  Creer  Harbert- 
son,  born  November  2,  1931;  Carl  Roger  Creer, 
born  October  30,  1942;  and  Richard  Evans  Creer, 
born  September  28,  1945.  Afton  has  two  chil- 
dren, Ricky  and  Sally;  and  Norma  has  one,  Robert 
Creer.  Richard  J.  Bird,  Afton's  husband,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Utah  State  Agricultural  College 
and  at  present  is  employed  as  an  engineer  in 
Southern  California.  Robert  B.  Harbertson,  Nor- 
ma's  husband,  is  serving  in  the  United  States 
Army,  consigned  to  the  505th  Military  Police 
Battalion  at  Presidio  in  San  Francisco.  Both  Afton 
and  Norma  attended  the  Brigham  Young  Universi- 
ty and  Norma  afterwards  enrolled  at  the  Utah 
State  Agricultural  College  where  she  was  award- 
ed the  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  with  a  major 
in   Elementary   Education   in    1955. 
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Richard  J.  Bird  and  children,  Sally  Bird,  Richard 
Creer  Bird,  Roger  Merrill  Bird,  and  Afton  Elaine 
Creer   Bird. 

J.    ROSCOE   CREER 
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Norma    Leone    Creer    Harbertson,    Robert    Creer 
Harbertson,   and   Robert   B.   Harbertson. 

ISABELLE  MARY  HODGE  CREER 


J.  Roscoe  Creer,  son  of  Roger  William  and 
Delila  Bradford  Creer,  was  born  October  1,  1905 
in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Spanish  Fork,  graduating  from  the  high 
school  there  in  1923.  He  then  enrolled  at  the 
Brigham  Young  University  and  received  the  De- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1927.  After  his 
marriage  in  1929,  he  moved  to  Washington  D.C. 
where  he  was  employed  for  two  years  in  the  De- 
partment of  Commerce.  In  1931  he  matriculated 
in  the  Medical  School  of  George  Washington  Uni- 
versity and  received  the  M.D.  Degree  in  1935. 
During  this  time  Roscoe  completed  two  years 
training  at  the  Emergency  Hospital  in  Washington 
D.C.  and  one  year  of  surgical  training  at  the 
New  York  Hospital  for  Special  Surgery.  From 
1938  to  1941,  he  was  a  full  time  associate  to 
Dr.  J.  P.  Shearer  in  Washington  D.C;  then  in  1941 
he  began  his  private  practice  there  in  Surgery. 
In  October  1948  he  was  elected  Fellow  of  the 
American  College  of  Surgery  and  later  a  member 
of  the  Council  of  the  Washington  Academy  of 
Surgery.  Roscoe  is  at  present  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Washington  Host  Lions 
Club  and  Secretary  of  the  George  Washington 
Medical  Society.  He  has  also  been  a  member  of 
the  Congressional  Country  Club  for  the  past 
twelve  years.  He  fulfilled  a  two  year  mission  for 
the  Latter-day  Saints  Church  to  Australia.  He  mar- 
ried Isabelle  Mary  Hodge  June  24,  1929  in  the 
Salt  Lake  Temple. 


Isabelle  Mary  Hodge  Creer  was  born  in 
Sugar  City,  Idaho,  December  23,  1908.  She  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Sugar  City,  Idaho 
and  Lehi  and  Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  and  then  the 
University  of  Utah,  1927-1928  and  the  Brigham 
Young  University  from  1928  to  1929.  Isabelle 
married  Roscoe  Creer  June  24,  1929  in  the  Salt 
Lake  Temple.  While  her  husband  was  attending 
Medical  School,  she  was  employed  in  the  War 
Department  and  later  as  secretary  in  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  War  Stimson.  The  Creers  are  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Rowena  Creer  Garver, 
born  August  1  1,  1930;  Heath  Douglas,  born  Aug- 
ust 7,  1942;  Roscoe  Bradford,  born  January  16, 
1945;  and  Isabelle  Lorraine,  born  February  20, 
1947.  Rowena  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Maryland.  She  married  Earl  Dixon  Garver  Sep- 
tember 6,  1952  in  Washington  D.C.  Earl,  also 
a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Maryland,  is  pre- 
sently employed  by  the  Westinghouse  Electric 
Company. 
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Bradford,  Douglas,  Isabelle,  Larraine  and  Roscoe  Creer  Rowena  Creer  Garver  and  son  Earl 

Earl  Dixon  Garver  and  son  Earl 


PRESTON   JONES  CREER 

Preston  Jones  Creer,  son  of  Roger  William 
and  Delila  Bradford  Creer,  was  born  May  16, 
1907  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Spanish  Fork  and  the  Brigham 
Young  University  at  Provo,  qraduatinq  from  the 
latter  institution  with  a  Bachelor  of  Science  De- 
qree  in  Business  Administration  in  1930.  In  1931 
he  comoleted  araduate  courses  in  Washington 
D.C.  Commentina  on  his  early  experiences  at 
home,  Preston  writes:  "Worked  with  parents,  a 
sister  and  four  brothers  in  the  suqar  beet,  bean, 
pea,  hay  and  nrain  fields  durinq  the  summer 
months  an^  did  chores  throuahout  the  year.  I 
helped  milk  a  dozen  Jerseys  niqht  and  morning. 
In  some  instances  was  short-handed,  but  always 
manaaed  to  catch  the  7:45  'trolley'  for  Provo 
and  the  B.Y.U.  even  thouoh  it  was  often  a  nip 
and  tuck  race  in  the  old  shay.  Had  the  usual 
farm  boy  exoeriences  with  temperamental  ani- 
mals, particularly  horses  and  bulls  for  which 
there  is  due  respect." 

Preston  was  appointed  Agricultural  Statis- 
tician in  the  United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture at  Albany,  New  York,  July  1,  1931.  H^ 
served  in  that  locality  as  a  trainee  until  Septem- 
ber 1933.  He  was  then  transferred  to  Helena, 
Montana;  Fargo,  North  Dakota;  Phoenix,  Arizona; 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  and  back  to  Helena,  Montana 
where  he  currently  resides.  His  work  involves 
the  preparation  of  a  wide  variety  of  official  esti- 
mates of  agricultural   production  and  income  for 


Montana.  Most  of  the  information  used  is  col- 
lected by  maii  inquiry  from  farm  and  ranch  opera- 
tors and  processors  of  agricultural  products.  Tra- 
vel is  performed  regularly  in  the  state,  to  Wash- 
ington D.C.  about  once  a  year  and  occasionally 
to  other  points  in  northern  and  western  states. 
Such  travel  has  usually  brought  contact  and  ac- 
quaintance with  the  United  States  Secretaries  and 
Assistant  Secretaries   of   Agriculture. 

On  June  30,  1934,  Preston  married  Lorraine 
Henry,  daughter  of  Louis  C.  and  Genevieve  Burn- 
ham  Henry  in  Helena,  Montana.  A  daughter, 
Donna  Lou  was  born  January  10,  1939  in  Fargo, 
North  Dakota.  While  a  trainee  in  Albany,  New 
York,  1931  to  1933,  Mr.  Creer  served  as  second 
counselor  in  the  Latter-day  Saints  Albany  Branch 
Presidency. 

LORRAINE  HENRY  CREER 

Lorraine  Henry  Creer,  daughter  of  Louis  C. 
and  Genevieve  Burnham  Henry  was  born  Septem- 
ber 15,  1904  in  Helena,  Montana.  Lorraine  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Helena  and  later  was 
an  employee  there  of  several  State  and  Federal 
Governmental  Agencies.  Her  father,  born  in 
Iowa,  migrated  with  his  family  to  Helena,  when 
only  four  years  old,  and  became  a  continuous 
resident  of  the  Capital  City  for  seventy-nine 
years.  He  retired  from  his  real-estate  and  in- 
surance firm  a  month  prior  to  his  death  in  Janu- 
ary 1930.  Lorraine's  mother  was  born  in  Maine 
and  moved  to  Helena  as  a  registered  nurse.  She 
died  in  December,  1945. 
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Preston    Jones    Creer    and    Lorraine    Creer    with 
daughter,  Donna. 


Donna   Creer 


Back:  Carolyn  Creer,  Paul  Bradford  Creer;  front: 
Dian  Creer,  Lael  Powelson  Creer,  Ina  Creer,  and 
Roger  Paul  Creer. 


PAUL  BRADFORD  CREER 

Paul  Bradford  Creer,  son  of  Roger  William 
and  Delila  Bradford  Creer,  was  born  June  26, 
1916  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Spanish  Fork,  graduating  from 
the  high  school  there  in  1934.  He  then  attend- 
ed the  University  of  Utah  and  the  Brigham  Young 
University  for  five  years,  1934  to  1939.  On 
September  2,  1938,  Paul  married  Lael  Powelson 
of  Provo  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  They  became 
the  parents  of  four  children:  Roger  Paul,  Carolyn, 
Ina  and  Diane.  From  1938  to  1951,  Paul  and 
Lael  lived  at  Spanish  Fork,  where  Paul  was  em- 
ployed in  the  Post  Office  and  on  his  father's 
farm.  In  November  1951,  the  Creer  family  mov- 
ed to  Washington  D.C.  where  Paul  accepted  a 
position  in  the  Navy  Department  and  later  in 
the  Department  of  Agriculture.  At  the  same  time, 
Roger  Paul,  the  son  of  Paul,  was  appointed  as 
page  in  the  United  State  Senate  by  Senator  Ar- 
thur W.  Watkins.  Paul  and  Lael  have  been  active 
in  Latter-day  Saints  Church  work,  serving  as 
officers  and  teachers  in  the  Mutual  Improvement 
Association,  the  Sunday  School  and  the  Primary 
of  the  Washington  ward.  Paul  currently  is  at- 
tending the  American  University  at  the  national 
capital. 
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Rebecca   Ann    Ceer,    Annabelle    Pace   Creer,    Stevan    Pace   Creer,    Allen    Bradford 
Creer,   Preston   Allen   Ceer. 


ALLEN  BRADFORD  CREER 

Allen  Bradford  Creer,  youngest  son  of  Ro- 
ger William  and  Delila  Bradford  Creer,  was  born 
August  13,  1918  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Spanish  Fork  and 
later  the  Brigham  Young  University  at  Provo  and 
Idaho  State  College  at  Pocatello,  Idaho.  He  was 
awarded  the  Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  in  Phar- 
macy from  the  latter  institution  in  1951.  From 
1941  to  1943  he  was  employed  as  a  welder  in 
the  Kaiser  Shipbuilding  Company  and  the  Moore 
Drydock  Company  in  California  and  in  the  Ge- 
neva Steel  Plant,  Orem,  Utah.  He  enlisted  in 
the  United  States  Army  in  1943  and  served  for 
two  years  in  the  capacity  of  instructor  of  Oxygen 
and  Oxygen  Equipment  for  high  altitude  flying. 
Returning  to  Spanish  Fork,  he  became  a  co-owner 
of  the  Creer   Dairy  farm   until    1948.      After   his 


graduation  from  Idaho  State  College  in  1951,  he 
was  employed  as  pharmacist  in  the  local  drug 
stores  of  Spanish  Fork,  Payson  and  Provo.  Fi- 
nally in  1952,  he  accepted  his  present  position 
as  Professional  Service  Reresentative  for  Hoff- 
man-La Roche  Inc.  Drug  Manufacturing  Company 
with  headquarters  at  Fresno,  California.  Allen 
married  Annabelle  Pace  April  3,  1940  in  Salt 
Lake  City.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children 
Preston  Allen,  born  January  1,  1943;  Rebecca 
Ann,  born  July  30,  1945;  and  Steven  Pace,  born 
September  10,  1952.  Both  Allen  and  Annabelle 
are  active  in  church  work  in  the  Fresno  Third 
Ward  of  the  Latter-day  Saints  Church.  Says  Allen: 
"Our  family  enjoys  outdoor  living.  We  belong 
to  the  Belmont  Country  Club  and  all  play  golf, 
and  participate  in  swimming  etc.  We  own  our 
own  home  in  Fresno  and  it  appears  we  are  here 
1o  stay." 
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This  is  a  picture  of  the  Spanish  Fork  Choir,  organized  July  4,  1856,  with  William 
Creer  as  president,  and  William  R.  Jones  as  conductor.  Left  to  right,  back  row: 
Charles  Leah,  Joseph  Chappie,  Thomas  Riley,  William  Creer,  Charles  Henry  Hales, 
William  Banks,  William  H.  Davis,  Rees  D.  James  and  William  T.  James. 
Middle  row:  Ellen  Bowen  Thomas,  Emma  Evans  Little,  Margaret  Miller  Davis, 
Mary  J.  Morrison,  Allen  Adamson,  Alfred  Rees,  Samuel  Cornaby,  Thomas  D.  Evans, 
John  Rowe,  and  Owen  Rowe. 

Front  row:  Jane  Hopla  James,  Julia  Ann  Hales,  Ellen  Shimmons  Thurber,  Margaret 
Money,  William  R.  Jones,  Sarah  Banks,  Mary  Banks,  Susan  Boyack  and  Ann  Creer 
Rowe.  (Taken  from  the  files  of  the  Spanish  Fork  Press,  dated  Oct.   16,   1947) 


GENEALOGY  OF  EDWARD  AND  ANN  MORRIS  CREER 


Children:  William  (1836-1900);  Ellen  (1837-1845); 
Mary  (1839-1875);  Orson  (1841-1917);  Mathias 
(1843-1909);  Jane  (1845-1917);  Eleanor  Ann 
(1847-1848);  Robert  (1849-1853);  Alice  (1850- 
1930);  Edward,  1853-1928);  Sarah  Letts,  (1855); 
Ann   (1857-1938). 

WILLIAM   CREER   married   Sarah   Jane   Bradley. 
Children:     William,     Joseph,    James,     Charles, 
Sarah   Ann,   Alvin,   Thomas,  John,   Roger. 
MARY    CREER     married    John     Banks.     Children: 
John,    Mary    Ann,    Eliza,    Lydia,    Kathryn,    Ed- 
ward,   Robert. 
ORSON  CREER  married  Barbara  Ferguson.  Child- 
ren:  Kathryn,  Willard,  William  Orson.  Married 
later  Emma  Robertson.  Children:   Emma,  John, 
Mary    Jane,     Ralph,      Eliza,      Maurice,     Grace, 
Eleanor,   Roy,   Ellareve,  Christy,  Alice. 


JANE  CREER  married  Joseph  Skinner.  Children: 
E.  M.  Skinner  Mary  Ann,  Phoebe  Jane,  Hyrum, 
Joseph,   Nellie,   Algelina,   Alonzo,  William. 

MATHIAS  CREER  married  Martha  Wyatt  Cobbs. 
Children:  Morris. 

ALICE  CREER  married  Llewellyn  Jones.  Children: 
Llewelyn,  William,  Elias,  Ann,  Mary,  Elward, 
Margaret,  George,  Nellie,  Nora,  David,  Ruth, 
Hannah,  Ray,  Lester,  Melvin. 

EDWARD  CREER  married  Mary  Sophia  Davis. 
Children:  John,  Pearl,  Mary  Helen,  Letitia,  Ann, 
Edward  Ray,  Reed. 

ANN  CREER  married  Owen  Rowe.  Children:  An- 
nie, Nellie,  Owen,  Edward,  John,  Mary  Alice, 
Lenora,  Grace,  Jennie,  Dale,  Lewis,  Ross,  Roy, 
Glen,   Leah. 
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